Identify and discuss a particular location where the concept of skyscapes would enhance any existing heritage management structures.
Introduction and Location
Skyscapes are about “The study of beliefs and practices concerning the sky in the past and the uses to which people s understanding of the sky” (Silva, F., 2018), in application that is the relationship between a site and the sky- so whether it faces towards the sun, aligns with the stars, and so on and so forth. The location I have chosen to discuss is the Sanctuary of Artemis Orthia in Sparta, Greece.
Architectural Interactions With the Sky
Momin Zaki said that “Direct relation between architecture and astronomy could be segregated n two different types, one as structures primarily built for the astronomical purpose or as astronomical observatories.” (Zaki, M.,N.D.) This site falls more under the first category than the second, as the nature of the site is related to the moon. The architecture of this site indicates a relationship between the temple and astronomy or astrology. The structure of the site is oriented slightly south of East (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011). The sun rises in the east, and sunrise is significant when worshiping the goddess of the moon as it’s something to be mindful of. The contemporary peoples likely wanted to be reminded of the unity of Artemis and Apollo and be respectful and pious by considering their relationship to one another. The first temple is oriented to the moon, as the declination of the first temple is 0 degrees, and the moon’s declination is half a degree (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011). They have done this because Artemis is the goddess of the moon and they have oriented it so they worship her astronomically as well as with physical worship and worship through statues. The second temple is oriented on the rising point of Orion’s belt as the declination of the second temple is -6 degrees and the declination of Orion’s belt is -5 degrees to -7 degrees. The altar is purposefully not in line with either temple. It is oriented on the rising point of the Pleiades as the declination of the altar is +10 degrees, and the declination of Pleiades is +12 (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011). Much later, the Romans built circular seating so people could observe worship and festival (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011).  According to Pythagoras, the circle is the perfect form. Because of this, the Romans thought the moon, the earth, the sun and all stars were circular discs (Unsöld, A. and Baschek, B., 2002). While circular seating is common in Roman architecture, it is arguable that it holds extra significance in this circumstance as this is a temple to a moon goddess, and it could be that they intended to emulate that through the way people interacted with the site of worship.
Further Literary Evidence
According to Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., the most ancient and important festivals in the Cult of Artemis Ortheia was one called ‘the Procession of the Girls’. Artemis was also called Parthenos Ortheia. In ‘the Procession of the Girls’, Spartan women and girls would sing a hymn called the Partheneion ode while bringing offerings to Artemis. They do this during the astronomical event where, at dawn, the Pleiades star structure rises to the sky (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011).  This has significance because, as previously mentioned, the altar is oriented towards the Pleiades star structure. This literary evidence makes the evidence that the architecture is directed that way purposefully, and that those who made it utilised the concept of a skyscape to make their relationship with astronomy a part of their worship.
The Use of Skyscape in Heritage Management
As the skyscape was clearly important to the people who made and used this temple, it would be illogical to not factor that into the way we interpret the site, and furthermore how we present it to people who wish to explore it. Therefore, it is important to factor in the concept of skyscapes when thinking about the way we structure its management, as presenting the site in a way which helps us understand  the people who worshipped there is an integral part of viewing the past.
As this is a site that would align most with the way it was built at night, it would be useful to view the site at night. However, transport and sleeping patterns mean that opening the site at night would exclude a lot of people who would want to see it. Another problem is, according to Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., the declination of Orion has changed, so the temple no longer lines up with it (Boutsikas, E. and Ruggles, C., 2011).
These sorts of issues will always occur when looking at skyscapes in relation to the distant past. So the job of heritage management in this situation would be to look at possible solutions to this problem.
Technology is invaluable, and in the time of VR it is entirely possible to convey a skyscape without it actually being night time, and without the relevant stars being present. VR technology itself is quite expensive, however there are cheaper alternatives which perform the same task, for instance an app could be developed which uses an overlay on your smartphone camera. A cheap option similar to VR is Google Cardboard which also works on the basis that you look around and see a virtual reality, only it requires you to slot a smartphone into a pair of cardboard glasses instead of being in one piece.
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