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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
As part of this module there will be a number of virtual/physical site visits as fieldwork.  As you visit each site you will need to keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

You should choose two sites of your choice from those visited (whether virtual or physical) and the notes you took should subsequently form the basis of a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, including relevant academic and policy related literature also providing suggestions for sustainable approaches to recreational development at each site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  
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	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I consider the depth of the geological points 

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	I could have improved my sources

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	Talking abut the geology

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations
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	Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.
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	Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.
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	Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument
	1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
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Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your assignment should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Assignment is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct referencing following the Harvard style, as described in the Palgrave study skills book ‘Cite them Right’.
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
This written assignment looks at two different locations in the UK. These two locations are Cheddar Gorge in England and Merthyr Tydfil in Wales. These two locations have different regional geography’s and landscapes. And these are generally the reflection of the people’s curiosity about the differences we have here on earth (Creswell, 2011). To see them we wold be looking at 3 distinct points which are: where they are and the nature of the landscape, the external and internal influences which affect the preconception and the interpretations as well as how the landscapes been used, and finally look at the relationships between the landscape and the recreational uses and if there could be suggested a better sustainable approach to the interpretation and use of these landscapes.
Merthyr Tydfil
Merthyr Tydfil is a relatively large town that’s situated in southern wales and it is in between Cardiff and the brecon beacons. The town happens to be situated in a rounded location to reach places such as the Gower and Swansea and others nowadays Merthyr has expanded from its ironworks preconception by branching out in to better retail and outdoor places. (Khan, 2019)  
Nature of landscape
The history behind Merthyr is a colourful one that has had many different eras. Such artefacts like roman forts and Norman castles as bronze age pottery. As well as becoming an important town for iron works and during 1759 it came into its beginning or the industrial Merthyr that some people think it is today. (CBC, 2021). The landscape around Merthyr could have been changed from what it once was due to the rise of the industrial period it went through. When looking at Merthyr on a map it seems s to stay contained within major roads somewhat trapping it. 
[image: ]
(Figure 1) Os map of Merthyr Tydfil (Magic Map Application, 2021) 
This figure shows just what Merthyr looks like and ow it is a bustling town very near the beacons but when looking at figure two we can see what the geological side of it is like. As well as seeing what’s in the soil that they might have used. 
[image: ]
(Figure 2) Geological map of Merthyr (BGS, 2021)
As we can see from this survey map that the land around Merthyr looks generally full of sandstone and coal deposits which would make reasonable sense as having that near would help to power the ironworks. A lot of the natural ground has been changed into housing within that triangle section of roads but there are still some historic land sites such as the Merthyr aqueduct and the worlds oldest cast iron bridge built in 1793 (CBC, 2021). 
External and internal influences that affected the preconception, interpretation and use of landscape. 
There could be many different influences that could have been in which Merthyr decided to change its landscape. In this section well look to explore some of those factors from both within Merthyr itself and outside influences that helped it to change. Id say there were three main factors that influenced the internal nature of Merthyr but mostly as off it was related to the ironworks. Where as externally it looks as though its generally the other three nearby ironworks that are the main influences.
Internal 
When looking at Merthyr it appears that a lot of the focus was on the ironworks and its industrial components. It used to be a small agricultural settlement as how many start out when next to a river but that changed in 1759 then ironmasters decided to establish and ironworks there which would change the preconception of Merthyr. (Smith, 2020). As said earlier coal was in supply from natural geological deposits and that was a high reason in which the ironworks went up.
The aqueduct was built later than the ironworks and was used to transport water to the ironworks to help power the Aeolus waterwheel. When a gentleman named Richard crawshay became the owner of the ironworks plant he devised a plan to increase production and so the aqueduct was built and in building this aqueduct the ironworks grew. (Gwynne Aqueduct – The Melting Pot, 2018). The aqueduct also inspired a bridge built next to it why is made out of cast iron and is still used today. 
The worlds first steam locomotive rail that ran between the ironworks and the Glamorganshire canal in Abercynon. At first this rail as just an experiment for steam locomotives but as it was seen to work it changed. would seem like a huge influence as to how the place changed more as it would mean production could increase and suppliers would have better ways for transporting goods. (Casson, 2009)
External 
There were three other ironworks that went up around the same time as Merthyr’s and these ones were in Dowlais, Plymouth and Pendarren.  These three ironworks, work in relation to the Merthyr one and these seemed to have a large impact on the growth and use of the landscape around Merthyr as the smoke and waste would be damaging to the environment. But eventually these ironworks wold cease to produce due to certain events and as we moved away from rail travel there wasn’t not a huge demand for these work factories. Only one of these four is still operational. (Smith, 2020).

Relation to landscape and suggestions to become more sustainable
When looking today at Merthyr we can see that they have tried to go green before. As generally ironworks aren’t a sustainable source for profit and production as eventually iron and coal deposits will run out, sure there are alternative energy sources but that is not relatable at this time. 
In 2004 there was a study conducted by Collins, A which looked to see if they could encourage the townspeople of Merthyr to go greener. How they planned to go about this was monitor the community within Merthyr and see how they responded to the Go for green initiative from the government. They looked at the contract between being Anthropocentric, which is seeing nature as something to be owned and used, and Ecocentric, which looks at humans and nature being equal and view anthropocentric as a danger to their lives, and to see what the Merthyr community would be like (Collins, 2004). What they seemed to find was that if real, actual changes were to happen then the relationship between the citizen and the environment need to go increase and grow instead of it just being about consumerism and taking what’s provided without giving back. 
Overall, when looking at Merthyr we can see that its main relation to the landscape was that is was a resource to be used for the ironworks and that building structure to ensure its success would change the landscape in defiant. When they tried to get people to change and become more sustainable it didn’t seem to work as well as they thought as the method, they used was restricted due to participation. As such they would need a greater understanding of community projects to try this again. (Collins, 2004)

Cheddar gorge
Cheddar gorge is a large land formation that was produced over millions of years. The town of cheddar is situated right next to it and that is great for tourism as well as reaserch into the gorge. The gorge itself is a near 400ft drop and it expands 3 miles in length (Cheddar Gorge, 2021)
Nature of landscape
Cheddar gorge is rich in clay deposits and is generally made from limestone. As can be seen in figure 3, the gorge was made over millions of years being made from the ice age when the water melted and carved a river through the land to create the gorge. The steep cliffs are great for climbing and there are many caves that stretch along the gorge walls. 
[image: ]
Figure 3 geological view of cheddar gorge (Geology of Britain viewer | British Geological Survey (BGS), 2021)
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Figure 4 os map of cheddar gorge (Magic Map Application, 2021)
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Figure 5 geological view of cheddar gorge (Geology of Britain viewer | British Geological Survey (BGS), 2021) 
As we can see in figure 4 there is a national trust path running the length of the gorge as to provide access to this area for people to enjoy.  And that there are a few other route for one to explore. The landscape provides a challenge depending on how much you want to push yourself. Then looking at figure 5 we can see just how deep it looks and how vast it expands. We can see that there is some use by mankind. 

External and internal influences that affected the preconception, interpretation and use of landscape. 
There could be many different influences that could have been in which the town of Cheddar decided to change its landscape and incorporate the gorge into it. In this section well look to explore some of those factors from both within Cheddar and the gorge itself and outside influences that helped it to change. I’d say there were three main factors that influenced the internal nature of cheddar gorge, but which would be the cave exploration, the national trust and the climbing routes. Whereas externally it looks as though it’s the tourism brought there.
Internal
The caves within cheddar gorge are vast and spacious. For this reason, there have been attractions made with in them that people can go in and out. When the water that is in the rock falls, they create passages and tunnel that stretch large distances. There are divers that go in and explore the underwater part of the caves to see and discover what is down there. This could disturb the cave ecosystem (cheddar gorge fact sheet, 2021).  These caves bring in people and the more people the more the cave itself changes due to general wear. 
The national trust is a European service that was created in 1895 which looks after natural landscapes that have been bought by them. this is a charity that runs of donations from those who enjoy walking the scenery and exploring the trusts sites. They look to cover 780 miles of coast, 250,000 hectares of land and over 500 historic buildings and parks. They maintain and upkeep any damaged or establish new route for people to walk. Cheddar gorge is under them so they look at how its been. This preconception of the gorge shows it to be a looked after landscape that is worth going to. (Cheddar Gorge, 2021)
Cheddar gorge is a site in which people are allowed to climb freely to member of the BMC (British mountaineering council) or the MCofS (Mountaineering council of Scotland). That being said it is only open to those who accept the risk of injury they may sustain.  Because of this here are many climbing routes established along the gorge and more to be found. Due to this the gorge face gets used and parts can fall off or get damaged. It provides a good place for climbing but there may be to much and that can change the landscape. (dyer, 2011)
External 
Tourism is a huge factor when it comes to the preconception or cheddar gorge as it is they who leave reviews and take part in the activities as well as walk the landscape (Jones, 2020). The business near gain a steady income form those wanting to look in the caves and by trinkets. Certain events are held at certain times of the year which can impact the landscape as it might mean an increase of people and the landscape might egt more damaged from that increase. (Grayston, 2018).  When people exit, they exit at the same point, so this area gets worn and used up. 

Relation to landscape and suggestions to become more sustainable
There are many different animals that live within the landscape of cheddar gorge. These animals and the gorge share their own ecosystem (Cheddar Gorge, 2021) and is it possible that being there could disturb this. Are we able to make it a more sustainable adventure site? We could if we looked at sectioning of the gorge so that certain areas are undisturbed by mankind. Could also look into limiting the tourist participation and the preconceptions that it is a landscape to be use for amusement and not something to be respected. This could look again at the relationships between the Anthropocentric and Ecocentric ways people are and the future of the gorge. (Collins, 2004). Using the study about Merthyr there could be a go for green initiative on Cheddar gorge in protecting the landscape. 
Overall, when looking at Cheddar and Cheddar gorge we can see that its main relation to the landscape was that is a tourist destination to be used for monetary gain and that building structures around the gorge would look to ensure its success would change the landscape in defiant. But there is still groups that look to preserve the gorge like the national trust. in that they set up a specific walk for people to use so they don’t go off track and ruin the ecosystem and landscape (Cheddar Gorge, 2021). They look at warning the people about the safety. But the caves draw the tourists and the inside of the caves get changed from the constant parade. Its god for business but not for the environment. 
The landscapes these to locations provide show just how much of an imprint the humankind can do on the earth and sometimes not all of that is good. As we are ruining the landscape for personal use and fighting amongst our self’s as to what we should do with it. Should we control the landscape or live in balance with it (Collins, 2004). We should be protecting what we have left and figuring out if we are either anthropocentric or Ecocentric and to be Ecocentric is to look at protecting the landscape. 
Word count: 2310
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