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1. Introduction

To begin this assessment 1on Community engagement, it will start with some definition and concepts of community engagement, based on a research .
“While there are almost as many definitions out there as there are people trying to define it, in its simplest terms community engagement seeks to better engage the community to achieve long-term and sustainable outcomes, processes, relationships, discourse, decision-making, or implementation.

To be successful, it must encompass strategies and processes that are sensitive to the community-context in which it occurs.

Engagement is not generally driven by a 'model' so much as by a framework of guiding principles, strategies, and approaches. This framework is based on principles that respect the right of all community members to be informed, consulted, involved and empowered. Community engagement employs and range of tools and strategies to ensure success. It also places a premium on fostering and enhancing trust as a critical element in long-term, sustainable engagement and effective governance.

The word 'community' is also a broad term used to define groups of people, whether they are stakeholders, interest groups, or citizen groups. A community may be a geographic location (community of place), a community of similar interest (community of practice), or a community of affiliation or identity such as industry or sporting club. (Adapted from: Department of Environment and Primary Industries)

Community Engagement is…the process of working collaboratively with and through groups of people affiliated by geographic proximity, special interest, or similar situations to address issues affecting the well-being of those people It is a powerful vehicle for bringing about environmental and behavioural changes that will improve the health of the community and its members It often involves partnerships and coalitions that help mobilize resources and influence systems, change relationships among partners, and serve as catalysts for changing policies, programs, and practices (CDC, 1997).
'Community engagement' is therefore a strategic process with the specific purpose of working with identified groups of people, whether they are connected by geographic location, special interest, or affiliation to identify and address issues affecting their well-being.

 In own words, to understand better the term of ‘Community engagement’, it is concept where people can meet with the local council and discuss issues in the town , find solutions, collaborate , organise events for charity also implement new project to modernise and organise better the town . Those new project to be implemented in the town have benefits, basically they are involving people from the community (asking questions, feedbacks, survey on social media), they are in benefits for people for example health condition, safety infrastructure, education, mental health, time and opportunities.



1.2
Moving forward, I will share my opinion and will present the project in details and the peoples share opinion and the benefits of this. The project is called “Outdoor play in Worcester” and it is located after name is Worcester.

On 20th of January on the Worcester council website, an announcement has been made on the subject of outdoor play.
“Children, young people and their parents and carers are being asked for their views on the outdoor spaces they use or would like to use in Worcester.

Worcester City Council has launched a consultation and is urging residents to voice their opinions on play areas for children and social spaces for young people in a bid to find out which areas are popular and also whether there are areas of the city where people would like to see better space for play or socialising.

An online consultation is now open, using an interactive map of Worcester.

There will also be a series of drop-in events held in the city in the coming weeks.

Councillor Robyn Norfolk, vice chair of Worcester City Council's Place and Economic Development Committee, said: "We would like to hear the views of children, young people and their parents and carers. If you have particular needs or special requirements, we want to hear from you about them. This project is a chance for us to rethink what the city's outdoor spaces might look like, and make them as safe, accessible, and fun as possible."

Councillor Matthew Lamb, Worcester City Council's Children and Young People's Champion, said: "This survey isn't just about playgrounds. Playing and meeting up with friends can mean different things depending on your age and what you like doing. If it's outdoors, it's for fun and it's your choice, then it counts."

The consultation does not cover indoor spaces to play and socialise, as these places are mostly run by organisations other than the City Council.

On Tuesday January 24 a drop-in event will be held between 9am and 11am at Tudor Way Children's Centre in Dines Green and also between 4pm and 6pm at Perdiswell Young People's Leisure Club.

On Friday 3 February, a drop in event will be held between 4pm and 6pm at Perdiswell Leisure Centre and on Saturday February 4 between 10am and 2pm at The Hive.
The consultation will run until the end of February 2023.” (Have your say on the future of outdoor play in Worcester (2023).

As we can understand from this article , in the town where am I living, they are organise a project dedicated to children and to everyone living in this town, for they’re needs, especially for children who at the young age they need to integrate in the community  , socialise and do more activities outdoor.




1.3 
I am expecting that the local council should implement and go forward with this idea, because is in the peoples lives needs, children as mentioned above have chances to be listened, involved and participate to events.
In the other hand, I do believe that this project is also essential in peoples lives , for examples people who are having some disability , use for recreation, and will be a reduce of number of people who are coming that means less traffic and more time spend in outdoor.



2. Main body
As mentioned above, this project is located in Worcester and has as objective a new “outdoor play” who will be beneficial for children and adults who are located in this town.
Also local council they organise events in some areas to discuss with the locals about this project , to discuss with them face to face, to know and understand what can improve and they will like hear children opinion about this live project, as local council they would like to involve them and probably make them responsible.
2.1
An online consultation is now open, where people can use an interactive map of Worcester to make their views known - go to https://app.placechangers.co.uk/s/294 There will also be a series of drop-in events held in the city in the coming weeks.

Councillor Robyn Norfolk, vice chair of Worcester City Council’s Place and Economic Development Committee, said: “We would like to hear the views of children, young people and their parents and carers. If you have particular needs or special requirements, we want to hear from you about them. This project is a chance for us to rethink what the city’s outdoor spaces might look like, and make them as safe, accessible, and fun as possible.”

Councillor Matthew Lamb, Worcester City Council’s Children and Young People’s Champion, said: “This survey isn’t just about playgrounds. Playing and meeting up with friends can mean different things depending on your age and what you like doing. If it’s outdoors, it’s for fun and it’s your choice, then it counts.”(Connell,2023)
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On the left side of the page is one of the pictures representing the outdoor project.


2.3 Strategies
“Increase citizens' knowledge about a community and/or the issue you are seeking to address.
Encourage citizens to co-create additional knowledge and understanding and applying that knowledge.
Use that knowledge to improve the community or address the identified problem.
Create future opportunities for citizens to engage each other.
Ensure that these opportunities and effective communications becomes a regular and on-going component of the process.”( (Guiding Principles of Effective Community Engagement (Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education)
   
An strategy that local council they been use in social media such as Facebook, twitter , they been starting doing face to face events where children were able to join , last strategy that they have been using was a survey , basic opinions about the project, ideas , even the designer a map and let the community to decide where they would like to place the play.
Play Area
“There used to be a park, one for younger children and one for older children, on the small green space in between Tattersall and Bomford Hill in the Harleys, Warndon Villages a fair few years ago with a couple of benches. It would be great to see something re installed here with perhaps some football goals too as children play football there with their parents and friends.”
“I personally think it would be a great idea to put a skatepark by the hive as a place for younger adults and children to have a place in the city centre to practice and learn new tricks and skills Our current facilities are too far away from the centre or are quite literally falling apart and decaying Action sports helped me so much growing up. And gave me communication skills, taught me to focus and practice and that through dedication and hard work i could do anything! Ive always looked at the grassy land underneath the footbridge to the hive as being an excellent place for some sort of street plaza that would be enjoyable for people to stand and watch people skating about a bit like Southbank skatepark in London. I strongly suggest the council invest more in urban sports and give young adults and all skatepark users somewhere safe and central to go and have fun! Not to mention the benefits of improving your health both mentally and physically. If not by the hive i’d love this idea to be considered for somewhere else in the city centre.” (Placechangers, February 2023)
Those are just two of the comments, where people they express themselves regarding the park , their opinions and their voice might have a huge impact on the decisions.
According to the  website, over 335 participants , 447 responses and 22 ideas has been until now .
Grace to the technology that we are using now, I strongly believe that for people is it very easy to respond to survey questions , give feedback and even share the post on social media.
I do not believe that this project will have some bad consequences , because this is exactly what this town needs at the moment and is important for people ,for children and for everyone who might live or visit this town.


3.
To conclude this task , as local I think this project will be a success because , there are many people who are enjoying going outside, do some exercise , young people , children who are full of energy and adults who might what to relax after a busy day.
Creating more outdoor playground will have a huge benefit for health ,will not be that crown as usually it is and the fact the council is using one of the principal (transitional) , collaborating with the locals and involving them has a plus on success .
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