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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Is it practical to believe we can safeguard children online? 
INTRODUCTION:

In 2019, the internet had over four billion users, which was approximately just over half of the world’s population (International Telecommunication Union, 2020.)
In a survey conducted by OFCOM it was found that in the UK 97% went online (Ofcom, 2021) and 89% of children aged 10 – 15 said that they used the internet very day (Office for National Statistics, 2021.)As the number of children accessing the internet is rising then so does the risk to children. Parents are not always able to safeguard their children on the internet and can’t always be around them 24/7 whilst they are using it. 
Individuals are now able to access the internet wherever they go with approximately 60% of searches online being carried out on mobile devices (Broadband Search, 2019). With children using devices to access the internet is it practical to think that we can safeguard children whilst they are online and protect them from harm? I plan to identify the risks to children while they are using the internet and assess whether the safeguarding measures put in place by organisations work.
Common Sense, an American non-profit found that social media use of children ages 8 to 12 years old is growing and in 2021 18% admitted to using social media every day. However as children turn to teenagers, 13-18years of age, that number rises to 61%(Common Sense, 2022). Due newer social platforms being created and the Covid-19 pandemic forcing children to stay at home and learn remotely I believe a multitude of research to be out of date as there are more users than ever on the internet and a vast majority of them are children.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Identify how children access the internet now and discuss how this has changed in previous years. What were the risks then and what are the risks now, Is there a change in the risks?

· To identify how can children be exploited or harmed through online content and explore what avenues are used to do this.


· Identify what safeguarding measures have been put in place by popular social media sites to protect children and to assess how well they work.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There is a plethora of research on the topic of safeguarding individuals online. There are a number of ways that children can come to harm online. Every time an individual goes online there is always an uncertainty what they may come across. 
Sonia Livingston has been at the forefront of researching what risks children can encounter online. In 2009 Hasebrink et Al published a report on the risks that children can come into contact while online called “Comparing children's online opportunities and risks across Europe” this report outlines specific risks children encounter online and their risks and consequences. This work also brought with it “The three Cs” which are explained as a classification of online risks that children may face online. However, Livingstone, S., & Stoilova, M. (2021) published a new report, working off the previous report to bring in a further classification.
As previously discussed, social media platforms are being created constantly with different platforms becoming more popular, new safeguarding measures are being introduced which I have not seen being fully analysed by researchers. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Discussing the risks and harm that can come to children can bring up a lot of emotions in individuals and people may find it triggering and distressing. Due to this I would not be looking to complete any surveys face to face as i believe individuals would feel more comfortable answering questions online where they have full anonymity. 

I will be looking to utilise online surveying. Creating this online will allow me to easily customise my survey and send it out to a wide variety of individuals. I will look to post this survey on several social media platforms.
I will also be looking to send out a survey to police officers who work on the Police online investigation team and the public protection team in South Wales Police to compare whether the risks found in my research mirror the risks that these officers encounter. 
My surveys will be made up of different questions that will provide me with both qualitative and quantitative data. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be primarily seeking the views of the public by posting a generalised survey on social media website where individuals can decide if they would like to take part in my survey. 
I will also be looking to contact police officers who work in specific units of South Wales Police so I can gain the perspectives from individuals who may have experience in the risks or harm children may encounter online. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

As previously mentioned, subjects surrounding the harm that can come to children can be very emotional to individuals. For this reason, I want to ensure that those who participate can opt out at any time while participating in the survey and stay anonymous.

I have considered that there may also be potential for harm from the questions in my survey and this could lead to triggering negative emotions in some individuals. I will ensure to disclose all the possible risks of harm or triggering questions to those completing my survey before they undertake it. I will also look to provide participants with resources or services they can use if they do feel negatively affected by this.


	TIME SCALE:

As I am completing report whilst also working full time, I will have to manage my time with precision. 
I intend on completing my survey questions early on in my writing process as to allow time for individuals to complete these and for me to analyse the data received. 

I have also asked for time to spend with the Police online investigations team for South Wales Police. This is planned in while I focus on the body of my report as it will give me insight on specific areas of research I should be looking into. It will also allow me to compare my research to real life situations that specified teams are dealing with. 

I am aware that social commitments may arise while undertaking my research so I will need to prioritise my tasks to ensure that I am sending work in a consistent manner to my supervisor so it can be reviewed, and changes can be made in a timely manner. 
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