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	Target 1
	Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.

	Target 2
	Take time to consider the best structure and order of the response sections.

	Target 3
	Continue to develop a more formal, academic style of writing.





A reflective account: how has literature and professional experience challenged your beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community.


















Part B- Written Assignment 
Exploring the implementation of a new curriculum reform has been thoroughly enjoyable purely because its aims are to raise the standards for all pupils, reduce the attainment gap and to ensure that all pupils from all different walks of life have an equal right to education (Welsh Government, 2020). Teachers beliefs and assumptions are important for understanding and improving educational processes for pupils as they shape their learning environment and influence their motivation and achievement. From my own primary school experience, I think that there has been several changes to the education system, such as different methods and techniques of teaching. The role of the teacher has too changed over the years, they are more lenient now to when I was a child, lessons were planned based on what the curriculum said to teach and when to teach it.  Nowadays, teachers direct the pupils towards learning opportunities, “a school’s curriculum is everything a learner experiences in pursuit of the four purposes” (Curriculum for Wales,2020). The new curriculum (2022) will give teachers more freedom over their teaching style; It is not simply what we teach, but how we teach and most importantly, why we teach it (Welsh Government, 2020). Children are encouraged to learn through first-hand experiential activities such as play, which allows the child to develop an understanding of themselves and the world in which they live in. Experiencing expressive arts can encourage learners to be more creative by giving children opportunities to explore their imagination and creative thinking (Expressive Arts 2020). This makes learning more enjoyable and more effective for the learners. 
Being educated on the Republic side of the Irish border had many difficulties for me in primary school. The troubles on the Irish border impacted my everyday school life as the journeys to and from school each day were affected, also the teachers who were travelling from Northern Ireland were late to school most mornings which impacted and affected my learning. The community feel in the school was extremely hollow as several children were advised not to mix with certain children due to perhaps their religious background or divisions between families. Since gaining experience in primary schools in Wales I have noticed the close-knit community feel there is, compared to when I was at school. The school communities that I have been involved in here in Wales are being used as learning environments for the children whereas the transition from my educational background where trips and educational visits to our local community were non-existent. School Y is an excellent example of a school who strives to support pupils’ well-being and encourages everyone to be a part of the learning community, including parents. The school’s moto “Learning Together” is a shared vision by all staff, pupils and the wider community (Estyn, 2016).
My beliefs and assumptions on how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their communities have been developed by my experience in primary school as a child and too as a student teacher. Since becoming a student teacher, I believe that deprivation in the community plays a substantial part on educational attainment, leaving children with fewer skills which in turn affects their progress throughout primary school and future employment. 
Before starting this course, I assumed that all children were read to frequently however, from my placement experiences at school X I could see that this was not the case. In my class of 23 children, 7 children were read to frequently while the remainder were only read to on the odd occasion, 3 children were in fact never read to at home. Not only does reading help develop the mind and imagination but also helps to develop a child’s written and spoken communication skills. From school X’s Estyn report, many pupils’ ability in the Foundation Phase to write extended pieces in their work across the curriculum was underdeveloped (Estyn, 2016). The National Literacy Trust (2019) found that children and young people’s reading engagement has steadily fallen over the past four years with daily readers falling from 32% in 2016 to 30.8% in 2017/18. My assumption was developed from my own primary school experience where I was read to everyday by both my parents and teachers, therefore, when I began my bridging experience at school X, I was surprised at the negative attitude towards reading. The Welsh government promoted change for literacy skills in Wales due to the results from PISA tests in 2015, however, in 2019 Wales scored the highest average score since they started doing the tests in 2006 (Welsh Government, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk32400787]Parental involvement can increase a child’s success at school, though, some parents may have work responsibilities and therefore, can’t play an active role in their child’s education. This puts more pressure on the teacher as they then have to ensure the child’s individual learning is not affected. School X is meeting the QTS standards of “involving partners in learning” as they have developed parental engagement with a reading focus (EWC, 2020). This home-school agreement outlines the responsibilities of the pupil's parents, and what's expected of the pupils in school. The importance of positive involvement of parent/carers is understood by the class teacher and opportunities are taken to observe and evaluate processes. Athey (2007), looks at providing the very best of learning opportunities for young children by engaging in a parent-teacher partnership. Parents who find it difficult to engage in their child’s learning need to understand what is going on in school, therefore, it’s up to the teacher to provide the parents with an explanation and the current approaches they are taking to teaching or else parents may find the appearance of accuracy desirable. 

Teachers beliefs and assumptions can be developed from their knowledge and experiences and can either have a positive or negative impact on the pupil. Teachers in school X are encouraging pupils to learn from their school environment by taking the Montessori approach. Montessori believes by establishing a happy, friendly place where the children feel at home, the children are able to gain a sense of the world for themselves without relying on teachers (O’Donnell,2013). From my experience, I have noted that children are more successful when they learn in optimistic classroom environments as this contributes to good mental health and feelings about their own ability and self-esteem.
White (2014) believes that indoor environments cannot reach the depth of experience that a child’s full development requires. The OECD report looks at developing schools as learning organisations (SLO’s), from the SLO model (2018), learning with and form the external environment and wider learning system provides children with the freedom to be exquisite, curious and to have contact with natural living things (Welsh Government, 2018). 
School X develops the concept of their school as a learning organisation as it resonates in their teaching and learning policy (School X, 2019). For example, the local Nisa shop is used, small groups of children go to purchase what is on their shopping list. This requires the students to have the social skills to be able to ask how much an item costs and then exchanging money with the person working in the shop. White (2014) expresses the importance of social interactions and deems they “builds relationships, social skills and enjoyment of being with others” (White, 2014, p.3). Linking to the QTS standards “Real life, authentic contexts”, the class teacher provides opportunities for the students to construct their own knowledge and provides them with the opportunity to engage in and experience real-life contexts (EWC, 2020). I consider this as good practice because the activity is placed in the pupil’s hands which will help pupils build on their real-life experiences, help develop personal competencies and confidence. These many links with the community contribute successfully to the pupils’ knowledge to the world of work (Estyn,2016). Since the SLO model launched in 2017, 40% of schools have engaged with the model (Welsh Government, 2020).
In order to move forward and develop as a teacher I will take on board everything I have learnt whilst out on my bridging experience, including the importance of community, parent and pupil links. My bridging experience at school X has changed my opinion and proved that schools can have positive and engaging links with their communities despite my own experience as a child. My aim as a qualified primary school teacher is to provide the very best of learning opportunities for young children by bringing their parents and local community together in a knowledgeable partnership of learning.
In collaboration with the class teacher while on teaching practice I hope to engage in developing the learners’ literacy skills by influencing guided reading and individual reading with the children that don’t get read to at home providing them with encouragement and praise. In line with Prof Donaldson’s Pedagogical Principles, I would focus mainly on “supporting social and emotional development and positive relationships” with the learners in year 1 (Impact Wales, 2018). With this strategy I hope to develop children’s confidence in reading which in turn will improve the children’s written communication. In line with the QTS standards “Progression in learning” I would plan to extend the learners knowledge and build on their prior knowledge of literacy (EWC, 2020).
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