The London Bombings - an evaluation of the effectiveness of emergency service and partner agencies response
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[bookmark: _Toc71212360]What are the Seven Seven Bombings and its immediate after effects?
The London Bombings sometimes known as the Seven Seven bombings or the July 7 attacks were a coordinated series of attacks on July 7th 2005 by a group of Four bombers who boarded a series of trains in the underground lines before three of the four detonated their bombs killing many and injuring even more, the fourth man exited the underground an boarded a crowded bus before detonating his own bomb killing and injuring even more, all in all the attacks killed 52 people while hundreds more were injured, these attacks cause mass hysteria form those nearby and those who were still alive after the attacks themselves which caused further problems as the time ticked by. The underground was closed immediately after the attacks and the emergency services were en route within minutes but the problems begin after everything is set and ready, once all the emergency services were present, and sometime even before, many things worked in tandem to cause even greater strife for those caught in the attacks and the services at times were of no help to them. This event and its successors have shaped British life and the mindset that goes along with it has allowed us a better and more effective anti terrorist stance, it’s a sad fact that people have to die for the emergency service as to get better at dealing with terrorism and to ensure more people don’t die, training has come a long way for the emergency services and it has allowed them to have a greater effectiveness oat dealing with these kinds of situations but regardless that training and experience the attacks that came after have still claimed lives due to the fact that a terrorist attack is very difficult to predict.




[bookmark: _Toc71212361]How the emergency services and its partnered agencies responded to and handled the incident
The emergency services were en route within minutes as said above but there were definitely problems with how they endeavoured to deal with the situation, the responsibility of the attacks were claimed by the terrorist organisation Al-Qaeda although there was no evidence that proved it, the various emergency services that worked to contain the incident and to save those people who had survived consisted of the big three, the Police Service, the Ambulance Service and the Fire Service however there were  numerous amount of others in the area, for instance the underground authority that shut down the underground rail lines immediately after the attack to ensure that other trains didn’t get caught up in the incident themselves thus endangering others, the bureaucracy of the various services (especially the Fire Services) hampered the effectiveness of their work during the incident, the police services were first to arrive and cordoned the areas off from the public while also keeping things calm before the ambulance services moved in (with far less ambulances than were needed due to the belief there could be more attacks and they’d need to respond to them as well) and took over from there in regards to the medical needs of the survivors, the police then moved to secure the bodies of the fallen civilians and to move them to somewhere where further damaged would not be dealt, the police and the newly arrived fire services (some of which actually went to the wrong location down the road as opposed to the actual incident it was said to be from human error and confused about the names of streets, others which dealt with the bus fires and any other lingering flames and helped secure people form vehicles if they were stuck while others went to the underground to secure the trains, to put the fires out and save the people still trapped, of course due to bureaucracy the fire service refused to walk on the tracks as needed due to the need to have written evidence of the tracks not being electrified so as to keep themselves safe, they did this despite the police showcasing the tracks were off, and the underground services had turned the electrification off the moments after the trains were blown up.
	The emergency services despite arriving quickly were not working to their greatest effectiveness, in regards to the ambulance services which had only one person in the command centre to control the large amounts of personnel and vehicles in the incident area which had criticism for the one person in the control centre being overtaxed and stressed, the public criticised each of the emergency services in their own way from the police services taking too long to get the bodies of the fallen to safety, to the fire services not getting on with it due to the needing written evidence of the non electrified tracks and the ambulance service that had a difficulty of communication and only one person in the command centre overseeing things, such an undertaking should have had numerous operatives in the command centre to help especially because things could have changed and shifter within minutes if other attacks had taken place. 
The emergency services after the incident were after the criticisms and the good they did were given more training and more equipment to combat something like another terrorist attack, the police service tires now to predict terrorist attacks so as to pre-empt them to keep people safe without there needing to be any attack taking place they do this with the use of the CCTV and analysis of data so keep watch over those who would be the ones to commit such attacks, this attack was a wakeup call for the emergency services and it got them into a higher state of alert to remove the ineffectiveness and things that hampered the service in its entirety while keeping the effectiveness that was already present within each of the serviced that allowed them a better time of their day to day workings as well as any terrorist incidents which would go on to save lives in the future.


[bookmark: _Toc71212362]Conclusion/recommendations
In conclusion, while the emergency services had a serious hurdle to cross with their own bureaucracy and the challenge of the incident itself, it is clear that they’re problems also caused more problems for the people they were meant to save and help while also causing themselves problems in their roles however the incident also caused a greater amount of training and equipment being made available for the emergency services to deal with not just terrorist attacks but also in their day to day running. With regards to my distinct lack of knowledge of the internal workings of the emergency services and while looking at the events of the incident and the lack of coordination from some of the services in question it seems that they should have a better form of coordinated communication while also lowering the over reliance of written orders in order to make room for those on the ground to be able to make their own decisions in the heat of the moment which can help save more lives and would have especially allowed the fire service to make a faster move through the underground due to them not wanting to step on the tracks without a written document to state the tracks are off, despite a police officer proving they were off by standing on top of them and yet they still refused, this could and possibly did cause further injuries to those who survived the attack in question.
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