INTRODUCTION
“*Oh Gawd Soufriere blow fu true” were the shouting words that I woke up to on April 9th 2021. The words of my neighbour made me realise that what many Vincentians had dreaded had now become our actuality. The La Soufriere Volcano had erupted after years of being sedentary!  My family ran outside and looked up in the northern sky only to behold the explosions. Tears rolled from our eyes.  Though many of us were expecting an imminent eruption we really weren’t prepared conceptually for what was to come. There was undeniably a lot of work required on the road to reclamation. 
THE VOLCANO RELIEF PROJECT: SVG
The 2021 April volcanic eruptions resulted in approximately 20, 000 evacuees having to leave the danger zone to areas of safety. During and after the eruptions, the displaced people seeking refuge at emergency shelters, and private homes of friends and families, were in need of water, food, and other essentials to aid their survival. The country being a third world nation lacked many resources to withstand this powerful eruption and became confounded as it tried to provide for all evacuees while ensuring that the goals of sustainable development were achieved. United Nations (2021) postulated that disaster risk reduction is a fundamental aspect of economic and social development, and is indispensable if there is to sustainable growth in the future.  The Volcano Relief Project, an initiative of the Ministry of Mobilisation was put in place in an effort to help those who were affected by the eruptions. It continues to work with these victims.  I selected this project as its fundamentals foster important sustainable development goals such as zero hunger, gender equality and reduced inequalities, clean water and sanitation and quality education, which were important in our time of crisis and beyond.

ZERO HUNGER
Dangerous hunger and malnourishment remains a humongous barricade to development in many countries (United Nations, 2021). St. Vincent and the Grenadines was not an exception to this, but despite the disaster, many efforts were made to ensure that evacuees were fed and nourished.
[image: St. Vincent relief effort at full steam - The BVI Beacon]
GENDER EQUALITY AND REDUCED INEQUALITIES
Gender equality and reductions in inequalities are central to quickening sustainable development (Sustainable Development Goals Fund, 2021). During the eruptions it was the project’s mandate not to discriminate against women and girls, and ensure that there were minimal inequalities.
[image: Adventist Church in St. Vincent Begins Feeding Hundreds of Displaced  Persons As Volcano Continues to Erupt - Seventh-day Adventist Church -  Inter-American Division]
CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION
To meet the need of clean drinking, clean pipe borne and bottled water were supplied to all evacuees in the safe and red zones. Over 20, 000 hygiene and personal kits were distributed to the evacuees. The project ensured that each emergency shelter had running fresh water, bath water and toilet for evacuees to use. 
[image: St Vincent water supply running low as volcano explosions continue | St  Vincent and the Grenadines | The Guardian]
QUALITY  EDUCATION
Education is deemed one of the most potent and proven tool for sustainable development. During the eruptions, there was a challenge of providing quality education for all of the schools in St. Vincent, as many were used as emergency shelters, while the others were almost buried in ashes. Learning hubs were established in the safe zones to accommodate the evacuees as well as the attendees for schools.
[image: Education suffers &#39;great blow&#39; in volcano-affected St Vincent | Loop  Caribbean News]
CONCLUSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Without a doubt, The Volcano Relief Project aids many Vincentians in a time of need and helped tremendously in attaining some important sustainable development goals. 
* “OMG the Volcano has really erupted.”
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