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1. Introduction

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
Nelson Mandela (1990)

Technology has rapidly progressed over the last decade giving possibilities to learn in numerous ways. In this assignment the researcher will be addressing blended and classroom learning and finding the best course of action for higher educational purposes. 
The definitive explanation of blended learning is a mixture of online (e-learning) and traditional classroom education. This style of learning means the student can access learning materials online, attend online classes as well as face to face classroom learning as well as being able to access resources on a e-portal platform. Examples of blended learning; Teacher or lecturer can instruct from home via video/zoom, students can attend online classes while lecturer is present in classroom. While classroom learning is still present you will be able to access online platforms for instance Moodle and online libraries and are able to send your assignments online to your university. Classroom learning is the traditional way of learning it is simply being taught by attending classes and accessing physical resources in an institutional setting. The teacher or lecturer instructs while students follow and take notes. The lecturer sets assignments and deadline in which you need to present to them. 
The researcher shall be analysing higher level academia contrastive ways of learning and finding evidence to determine the pros and cons from numerous sources of both options to discover which is the most beneficial to a student who may be considering pursuing higher level education. After gathering all relevant information from various credible sources, the reporter will then determine the most helpful learning method.






2. The positives of blended learning 
There are possibly many advantages to a blending learning approach. A significant factor that may sway individual students into this method may need to find a balance between studying and their personal life as it may be difficult to attend or travel. The student may have other commitments to work around for example full time work or children to care for which may be too demanding to attend classroom learning due to time management and flexibility.
‘This allows more flexibility, particularly to the non-traditional students who may have family or work obligations not normally associated with the traditional undergraduate student population.’ Joy, K. (2021)
In addition, according to Klein & Ware, (2003) ‘Individualisation, which is a feature of any well-designed learning environment, can be achieved through e-learning and aims to prioritise the needs of an individual learner...’ from the Article Al-Qahtani, A.A.Y. and Higgins, S.E. (2013)
Additionally, a university in Turkey formed a study group of 55 students to find out their opinion by putting together a questionnaire aiming at the students own views positive or negative on blended learning. They collected the data and was able to analyse their findings.
 ‘Most students (72%) thought that the teaching they encountered during flipped learning was more individualized because they could also watch lessons from home. Students expressed many positive opinions on their ability to work at their own pace through flipped learning.’ Akkoyunlu, B. Gündüz, Abdullah, Y. (2019)
Another possible benefit to blended learning would be that it is cost effective due to cutting down on resources in higher education institutions. As a result, this means that with fewer present students in the classroom it is possible to potentially increase the quantity of applicants overall which additionally would offer more funding to the university and widen the capacity for a wider reaching scale of individuals who may be in another geographical locations and unable to attend frequently in person. 
 ‘It can also be cost effective for an institution reducing the need for physical classrooms and increasing the potential catchment area’ (Al-Musa & Al-Mobark, 2005). Article Al-Qahtani, A.A.Y. and Higgins, S.E. (2013)


3. The negatives of blended learning
There may be multiple good reasons why blended learning may be suitable for students but to contradict it may not be for all individuals pursuing a higher educational course. 
Although in today's era most people have become accustomed to technology with smart phones being able to do a lot of what most computers can do, it has become widely available from preliminary stages of education. However, some students who are not familiar may find it difficult to grasp efficiently this could be for numerous reasons some examples could be; a more mature person who rarely uses much technology in their everyday lives or a person with learning difficulties. 
 ‘IT literacy can serve as a significant barrier for students attempting to get access to the course materials, making the availability of high-quality technical support paramount.’ Krasulia, Alla. V. (Online presentation)
The dependency on technology which is out of the students control if technical problems arise can be a concerning complication becoming reliant on a system which could potentially fail can lead to panic especially for students who find it difficult to time manage their studies and deadlines. Another disadvantage to blended learning is a negative impact on interaction and engaging with others. Engagement is important because it can increase the students learning progress, aid and motivate critical thinking through debate and other people's opinions.
‘Students must make the effort to complete the material within the required time frame. They need to muster the discipline to progress through the class in a timely manner – a discipline traditionally imposed by the class schedule.’ Joy, K. (2021)
Furthermore, the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) in the U.S retrieve annual information. A survey was taken for first year and senior students to find out whether engagement was a lacking feature with online use for higher education according to Dumford & Miller, (2018)
 ‘Specifically, first-year students who take more classes online report lower levels of collaborative learning in their courses, fewer diverse discussion with other and lower quality of interactions.’
This study shows that students in their first year of higher learning are more likely to struggle with social interaction and engagement with their peers and teacher. The first year is a vital introduction into a course your studying giving you the foundations you need to apply for the remainder of your course. If a student is less likely to participate in discussions this may lower there critical thinking abilities which additionally helps when writing assignments about the writer's own opinion from resources and information they collect and giving a persuasive and deeper reasoning for why they have produced their conclusion.




4. The advantages of classroom learning
There is no doubt that classroom learning is an effective technique of learning it is a system that has been used in history for centuries. A useful way to build personal relationships between a student and teacher. They can discover the needs of individual students for example if a student is having difficulty grasping a certain topic, they are able to clarify in a way the student may understand and work with them separately. 
‘A good instructor will watch for signs of these problems and will offer to help those participants during breaks or after class.’ Tobin, D. (2015) 
‘Those who advocate for the flipped classroom state that class time can then be used for discourse and for providing hands-on, authentic learning experiences.’ Gerstein, J. (2011)
Another advantage to traditional learning is that there is no barrier on what course your able to take even if your able to access resources online. Every single course including I.T itself can be taught in the classroom. Whereas with blended learning not every course would be accessible.
 ‘If a student is considering a major in nursing, agriculture, biology, music, or theater, online classes can only get them so far. While it is easy to take some required classes online in these majors, the classes that include labs, clinical practice, or performances cannot be done without a traditional campus class.’Jiidee, M. (2000)





5. The disadvantages of classroom learning
Even though classroom learning is an efficacious choice. Since blended and online learning has become an extensive part of education in the last few years particularly it has shown some flaws in the traditional system. Only as recent as 2020, a worldwide virus COVID-19 caused a major pandemic and put student's studies on hold due to lack of social distancing to be able to attend a classroom with some able to attend purely online. As told by Khaushik, B. (2020) ‘In the event of a pandemic that is spread through social contact (direct and indirect), classrooms become a potential zone of risk.’ 

Another negative to classroom learning would be travelling and travel costs. Although classroom learning is present in blended learning it is not as strict to attend classroom lectures. As previously touched on, blended learning means most lectures are accessible if your unable to attend and specific lesson plans can be shown on universities portals to catch up independently. It costs time and money to travel, time a student could be spending studying as well as the financial cost whether that be public transport or fuel. 
‘Travel time, to and from the center of learning to the home of the participants and the facilitator, when added up, forms too many man-hours wasted unproductively. If each participant spends 30 minutes in reaching the venue and there are 30 students and one teacher, then a total of 31 hours are wasted in total (which is over a day’s worth of other productive work not done).’ Khaushik, B. (2020)
Furthermore, with traditional face to face learning the lecturer has set lesson plans to focus on to get students through efficiently with enough time to have all relevant points and information the student needs to put into their work. 
‘The traditional learning theory of 'sage on the stage' emphasises the teacher as the centre of the learning process. This approach places the sole duty of learning on the transfer of knowledge from the teacher to the student, often termed the lecture method. Thus, the teacher teaches as the students sit and take notes.’ Ananga, P. & Biney, K.I. (2017)
If the student is not present for the lecture that day, there is a great possibility that vital learning material has been missed. Whereas with a blended method approach the student can access their university portal online where you can catch up and follow the lesson plan and access the whole lecture which has been recorded. 


6. Evaluation
Based on all sources from each learning method with for and opposing analysis. The researcher can summarise and assemble information to as followed:

· Blended learning has increased flexibility, but it may not be full proof when it comes to technical issues that can arise which could potentially delay a student studies.
·  Blended learning reduces costs for both parties (student and institution) resources and travel costs however a knowledge of technology for the student is essential for accessibility.
· Blended learning needs better time management and motivation from the student due to it being more of an independent structure.
· Not every student feels confident using technology proficiently, a good understanding of IT is needed to perform online tasks effectively.
· Being able to access numerous sources at your fingertips is a huge benefit, if for some reason a student didn’t attend a class it is likely they could catch up in their own time.

· Traditional learning offers face to face teaching which may help a lecturer know if a student needs extra assistance. However, reduces candidates who may not be able to consistently attend.
· Traditional learning is far greater for engagement, but it has multiple time-consuming factors.
· Traditional learning can be used for any course a student would be looking to pursue without restrictions.
· If students are unable to attend class, they will miss learning material which may not be gone through in great detail again. 
· Traditional learning was not able to continue with the unexpected virus COVID-19 which caused a lot of academia to holt.
· There are additional travel costs with traditional learning with additional interruption of time lost for a student.
· With traditional learning the lecturer is responsible to tell students all information required if a student can’t attend to listen and take notes this will be a complication when completing assignments on the topic.


7. Conclusion
To reflect, the writer will now be sharing their own thoughts after researching and finding relevant information on both learning methods.
 There will always be a small minority who may never feel confident with blended learning for this reason classroom only learning will always exist. Traditional learning supplies a personal presence in all aspects, the benefit of having a lecturer and student relationship in classroom is paramount it is something that struggles with a mixture of online and classroom learning. This is the biggest downfall but after considering facts and opinions from various credible sources the researcher believes that to move forward towards the future, we must adjust to the changes in learning now. 
 Time management is also a significant factor being able to access an article from the comfort of your own home simply by using an advanced search link on a website within minutes compared to having to spend hours in the library losing time studying it is an obvious choice. The flexibility of the blended method helps puts the student personal needs dedicatory allowing better management of time. As the writer is typing this, they have just put their young child to bed and was able to access their university online library with no need for childcare. This makes studying adaptable allowing more time to study even in nocturnal hours. 
Life is demanding, traditional learning does not cater for the masses of today. Blended learning opens doors to many people who would not been too able to pursue a higher level of learning due to having young children to study around, disabilities and mental health illnesses as well as people who are in employment looking to progress academically. It simply gives people more of a chance to advance.
The reporter also understands the need for academic grit to successfully progress in higher education in both learning methods but believe more motivation is needed with blended learning. There is a lot more responsibility on the student when it comes to deadlines and particularly for students who may not be grasping the course as well as others sometimes being in a traditional setting increases focus for the student due to being present in that environment. What will become of education in another twenty years? It is safe to say blended learning is here to stay and will widely expand and improve with technology to provide a higher level of learning to be used in more institutions around the world.
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