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Legal Issues - Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry
Hotels are temporary places of residence for people on the move (Walker, 2021). fire safety measures should be designed with the existence of sleeping residents in mind, since these people will be oblivious of a spreading fire and may react erratically when they are woken. Even more concerning is the fact that the vast majority of the residents are unfamiliar with the layout of the structure (Singh, 2015). Also, hallway and guest room fires present an added hazard for hotel guests because of the need to evacuate through a confined space, such as a corridor.
In the United Kingdom, fire prevention is mandated by law. Both Wales and England follow the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. According to this law, a workplace's responsible person must perform fire safety tasks. Fire risk assessments and standard fire safety measures are among these roles. In the United Kingdom, some of the largest fines have been given for more than £200,000 for failing to fulfil acceptable fire safety requirements upon inspection (GOV.UK, 2022).
When it comes to fire safety, it is crucial to have better equipment, properly trained people, and well-thought-out protocols in place in case of an emergency. The most prevalent fire code violations in hospitality are defective emergency exits, pushed fire doors, and badly fitted gates in frames. Fire safety violations are punishable by infinite fines; hence the "responsible person" will be charged as an individual (Sheridan, 2016).
The hotel must have properly labelled and maintained emergency lights, firefighting equipment, and fire safety signage. Evacuation plans, including emergency lighting and signs, and fire-fighting equipment training for employees, may quickly reduce the chance of a fire spreading. Over 80% of fires in industry properties are extinguished by employing fire extinguishers (Fireline UK, 2019).
All hotel owners, managers, and anyone with responsibility for guests' well-being should prioritize fire safety. In the event of a fire, hundreds of individuals might be thrust into an emergency scenario in an instant, and the company could lose a significant amount of money and suffer extensive physical damage. Taking the necessary steps to guarantee the property has suitable fire safety precautions in place is the only method to aid in preventing catastrophe (Bartko et al. 2015).
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