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What makes civilisation?

This co-taught module explores the questions what makes civilisation and what makes
a civilisation through the analysis of theoretical literature as well as primary sources of
chosen examples of civilisations. It investigates, through various case studies, the
indispensable features of the phenomenon “civilisation” and will enable the student for
their comparative methods applied to ancient civilisations. The module looks at the
relevance of social constructs such as religion, state, kingship, elite culture,
literacy/orality, cultural memory etc. in theory and applied to specific cultures.

= Credits: 36 hours of contact time (in-person sessions) over 4 weeks — 2 before
Christmas, 2 after New Year

= Block 3

Module convener: Dr Katharina Zinn k.zinn@uwtsd.ac.uk

Participating Lecturer Initial Culture covered email

Katharina Zinn KZ Egypt k.zinn@uwtsd.ac.uk

Xicheng Liu XL China x.liu@uwtsd.ac.uk
AIM(S)

¢ To introduce the terms civilisation, society and culture and to explore how these
are used in different subjects of the Humanities, to identify the key characteristics
of civilisation and to apply the characteristics in case studies from various
civilisations of the ancient world.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
o demonstrate a basic knowledge and understanding of the terminologies;

e show an awareness of and evaluate the distinctions and similarities of particular
cultures and societies.

SYLLABUS

This is a co-taught module in which we compare the same phenomenon in two different
cultures each — ancient Egypt and ancient China. This will help you to apply the
comparative method directly and learn to work interdisciplinary.


mailto:k.zinn@uwtsd.ac.uk

Date Who Title Task / Reading (compulsory — to be done
beforehand)
Week 1: 01/12-05/12/2025
w1 Kz Welcome to the course and
Mo 01/12 administrative matters
Early civilisations and complex | Wengrow. 2010. 1-16
societies — definitions, evidence and Childe. 1950
interpretations '
w2 Kz Comparatist approaches as theoretical | Trigger. 2003. 15-39 (Chapter 3)
Tue 02/12 method to explore civilisations? P0o. 2024.
Start with the material: Headrests in Zinn. 2019.
Ancient China and Ancient Egypt — Zhang. 2017.
How to compare such implements?

W3 XL Origins, Unification, Unity: Loewe, Shaughnessy. 1999.
Wed (re)emergence of civilisation — China
03/12

Week 2: 08/12 - 12/12/2025
w4 Kz Origins, Unification, Unity: | Koehler. 2010. 25-47.
Mo 08/12 (re)emergence of civilisation — Egypt Wilkinson. 2010.
Wenke, Olszewski. 2007. 83-122.
XL to Debating Origins Charvat. 2013. 17-72 + 203-266 — skim
join read these pages and compare both
online origins
Discussion of infographic
W5 Kz State and Order: China and Tianxia Moreno Garcia, Pines. 2021.
Tue 09/12 Lewis, Hsieh. 2017. 25-48.

W6 XL State and Order: Egypt and Maat Moreno Garcia, Pines. 2021.
Wed XL (KZ Seminar for State and Order: | Moreno Garcia, Pines. 2021.
10/12 to join Discussing different systems — Ma’at

last 30 and Tianxia: Order as social glue within
min) societies?
Fri 12/12 | Submit Assessment 1 (Infographic)
Week 3: 05/01 - 09/01/2026
w7 XL Communicating Between  Worlds: | Branner, Li. 2011.
Mo 05/01 Writing, Text, Image in China Shaughnessy. 2023b.
w8 Kz Communicating Between  Worlds: | Zinn 2018.
Tue 06/01 Writing, Text, Image in Egypt
w9 XL Enemies of civilisations — China and | Poo, M. 2005.
Wed Egypt
07/01
Fri 09/01 | Submit Assessment 2 (Essay)
Week 4: 12/01 - 16/01/2026
W10 and | KZ Fieldtrip: Ancient civilisations in To be confirmed - which day
1 museums
Mo 12/01
W12 XL What makes civilization(s)? — a
Wed summary
14/01 Review assessment surgery




Son 18/01 ‘ Submit Assessment 3 (Museum Review)

Further compulsory and additional readings can be found on MOODLE.

ASSESSMENT

Coursework — Portfolio (100% of module mark) — equivalent of 4000 words

The portfolio needs to be passed overall irrespective if you pass or even attempt all parts or
not. However, non-attempt of one part will require you to achieve very high marks in the other

in order to pass the module (min of 40). | therefore very strongly recommend that all parts are
attempted.

1. Create an infographic about the origins of either Ancient Egypt OR Ancient China
= worth 1250 words; (equivalent to 25% of overall module mark)

There will be a How to do an infographic? guide on MOODLE.

2. Essay: Discuss, what makes a civilisation.

Use Childe’s characteristics of complex societies (Trigger. Defining Early Civilisations,
43), discuss at least one of them by giving examples from BOTH Egypt and China.

=> 2000 words; (equivalent to 50% of overall module mark)

3. Write a 750 word review of your visit to the museum: How are past civilisations being
presented at this museum?

There will be a How to write a Museum Review? guide on MOODLE.

Submission 1. 12/12/2025 | Return date of | 1. 19/12/2025
deadline: 2. 09/01/2026 | provisional marks & | 2. 16/01/2026
3. 18/01/2026 | written feedback: 3. 26/01/2026

BIBLIOGRAPHY

= You will find more readings on MOODLE for each session / week, please check
the MOODLE page regularly.
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London: Bloomsbury.

Shaughnessy, E.L. 2023b. Writing Early China. Albany, NY: State University of New York
Press.

Wilkinson, T. 2010. The Early Dynastic Period. In: Lloyd, A.B. (ed.). A Companion to Ancient
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