Image 3. Trajan’s Column X/VIII: Suoventaurilia (Scene 8)
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This image is one of the scenes depicted on the column and generally regarded as belonging to the #’preparations for war’ group of scenes. See at http://www.trajans-column.org/?flagallery=trajans-column-scenes-xxi-1-21 for example.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To be found in Trajan’s Forum, Rome. Completed in AD 113, it is a column with a spiral relief both commemorating and depicting a battle between the Romans, with Trajan as their commander and Emperor, and the Dacians around ten years earlier. Of interest here are the depictions that show a number of activities highlighting the relationship between humans and the animals, for example, Roman soldiers loading loot and plunder into their pack animals, animals being led intended as a food source as well as for transport. From Scene 8, we get a glimpse of the preparations for war, the need to feed the troops being a paramount concern for any general or commander. What can be said about these animals? Are they referring to ‘food’ here? Ask yourself questions, what do these animals represent? Clearly one bull or sheep cannot feed a whole army on their own. What about the condition of the animals? Do they look ill-treated, prize specimens? Note in particular the back-end of the pig, just disappearing behind the sheep – can you see what it has around it and covering it? What might laurel leaves represent? Look for the other trappings of being domesticated, look at the tethering and what is around the cattle. Does the symbolism depicting the magnificence of the army itself, get reflected in the imagery of the animals depicted? Suovetaurilia refers to sacrifice of an animals, usually a ram, boar, and bull, to the war-god Mars, an important religious ritual of the Roman army. Think about the successful outcome of the battle, what may happen in terms of giving thanks to the gods? Scenes further up the column show a similar ritual being enacted again. See Scene 103 below, note the great and the good have joined the show, as well as musicians. Taken from http://www.trajans-column.org/?flagallery=trajans-column-scenes-lxxix-cxxvi-79-126#PhotoSwipe1636028641347
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