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where next for the ‘Newport Ship’?
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This essay will explore the opportunities for the Newport Ship, now it is ready to be displayed to the public. It will be discussed what options the ship has for its final resting place within the community, and it will be describing the issues to consider by doing so. Financially and in terms of utilising space. It will also be discussing the matters surrounding the ship since it has been found, along with how and what was found at the time of excavation. This essay will also describe the ship that was found and the community that has worked tirelessly to save this piece of Welsh heritage. 
A Community in South Wales, have undertaken a responsibility to conserve a priceless piece of history.  In 2002 on the river side in Newport, a construction was underway to build an arts centre. What was discovered, after excavation and professional research, was a 30-meter, fifteenth century, early medieval wooden ship. This was to prove to be a very important part of nautical archaeology. 
On the 11th of July 2002 it was made public that the ship was found, by Early August the same year the Save our ship, (SOS), campaign was launched. After petitions and talks amongst the local authority, there was an investment made by the by the welsh assembly on the 23erd August to carry out excavation of the ship this was the proposed cost of 3.5 million pounds, three days later the SOS created the group the Friends of the Newport ship. The community has also raised funds and awareness, for conservation of the ship (friends of the Newport ship 2018).
The ships timbers have been cleaned and recorded and now are in storage. Some of the items found on the ship are on display at the ships museum created by friends of the Newport ship. The ship wasn’t carrying a cargo, but there were some items of interest found, like stone shot, a coin and bilge pump even a nit comb, amongst other items. This Historical find has brought the community together in the interest of their local heritage. The people of Newport have fought so hard for this vessel it is vital that this ship stays with the town in which it was found (friends of the Newport ship 2018).
Now turning to the question of what to do with the 3000 timbers that belong to the ship, along with the other artefacts that were found on the river side. There is discussion of where to show the ship off to the public, or rebuild the ship and store the original artefact, which seems a pointless exercise after so much time, money and effort was made to revive the ship.There are several examples around the world of similar crafts found. And How they have displayed them differs. One of these examples is the Mary Rose which is a 16th century war ship, the only one like it in the world at present. This Vessel has its own museum on the Dock side of Portsmouth. This ship took 30years to excavate and has a much larger Space that’s needed to show off to the public. It has staggering 19,000 artefacts which have been excavated since the 1970’s. This ship was built in Portsmouth, sank in Portsmouth and now is on display to represent the towns heritage. The cost of all this was 26 million pounds (Portsmouth historic dockyard 2018), the important truth though is that ship is brining in a massive revenue to its town and country, through tourism.
Another example is, a museum that houses whole ships is the Viking ship in Oslo, Norway. It presently has three Viking ships on display which is in a cool, light and contemporary atmosphere. Two out of the three ships have been restored, one is displayed as it was found (The museum of cultural history 2016) All vessels are an outstanding collection that illuminates the Norwegian Heritage. Included in this unique collection are numerous incredible artefacts that were found in the burial mounds along with the ships, in which they were found. 
[bookmark: _Hlk504553639]What has been shown is, a solution as to where to put the Newport ship is in a museum. It is important to consider the continual cost the Newport ship generating. The tax payer’s money is being spent on this museum, when it could have been spent on hospitals or housing etc., building a museum to display a medieval ship would cost millions of pounds, an interview taken by the Messenger newspaper, quoted Peter Hayward who is chairman of the friends of the Newport ship, saying ” Putting the ship in an industrial shed-like building could be a cheaper option, perhaps costing around £4m”.  He then goes on to explain, “That previous council’s proposals for a new museum, including the whole of the existing city museum, may have been looking at £30 million” (Messenger 2014). What this implies is, a museum in a draughty, hanger style, industrial environment.  It would be cheaper to build but would this give a good impression on Newport councils support.  Considering Building a museum of any sort to house a vessel and it’s few artefacts would also be too hard to sustain financially. Although the ship is magnificent, there isn’t much else to exhibit. There is a possibility that you could move the contents of the present museum in Newport to the new museum at a huge cost and operation.
Another issue to talk about is space. If a museum is built, there are other issues to consider, like access to the museum, roads would have to build, carparks would have to be laid. Also, its worth considering the number of museums that we will have to build in the future to display future finds. Artefacts are being unearthed by the thousands every year, Space must be found for these items of historical importance, either to display them or store them.  With continuing finds of our past, is it conceivable to think that we will run out of money and space to put every object from our past into more and more museums. The Newport ship must be displayed in a place that is close to the people of Newport, it must be in Newport town centre. 
It is important as a nation to find ways of integrating different leisure times together to utilise Space. It is common these days to see two see several businesses together in a way attracting customers in their own marketing right. Such as a supermarket, with a post office trading alongside, or a gym with a café or retail outlet to purchased cloths for that leisure activities. As a museum has a shop for gifts and a café for resting in between your tours around the exhibitions. It is a proven fact that businesses work well together as a whole like a town centre does providing people with the essentials that they need in one convenient space. A suggestion that joins this concept is, to put the Newport ship in the shopping centre of Newport.
If the ship was to be put in an exhibition in the Friars Shopping centre, this would generate more people to the shopping centre and likewise bring shoppers to the exhibition. The roads are already there to cope with the traffic and so are the carparks. The ship would be inside a glass box keeping it from the hands of the public, but they are able to walk around the vessel, and see up close the remains of the medieval hull. The few artefacts that where found on the ship can be displayed in cases along with any models that have been built representing the ship in its finer days.
This would be a more financially viable option as the buildings are already there to be used, there would be no need to construct a new building only modify some that are already there. The friends of the Newport ship could be involved with the running of this exhibition which would be a tribute to the people who campaigned so hard to save the ship. Rather than restore the ship, putting it back together as it was found would be a more cost-effective method of display. As restoring it would cost more millions. As building a replica of the ship would also cost a large amount of local authority’s money.
This option of display for the Newport ship and its few artefacts, could prove to be a solution to an on-going problem of where to store and show off the nations treasured items which we have excavated from times past. The idea could help numerous towns and cities introduce new interest into their dying shopping centres. Expanding their Marketing abilities to generate a vibrant new modern shopping centre, bringing awareness of the community’s heritage, and educating people of our past in a convenient local position.
In conclusion, after looking at the aspect of housing the Newport ship in a museum, there are other options available one being put in an industrial hanger or integrated into the towns shopping mall. And its worth considering other shopping centres that are struggling to bring in the people to spend their money, when it is more common to purchase of the internet in this age. If historical items of interest were on display to the public in public places, it would generate a more diverse shopping trip than just spending money. Many companions of shoppers don’t want to shop, so would find solace in being able to sit and look at the restored remains of a Ship or any other displayed item which represents the town or city’s heritage. as opposed to the rush and pressure of shopping. And when the role is reversed to a museum, members of a family may not want to stroll around a museum or have any interest in heritage at all and would much rather be shopping in a busy shopping mall. By mixing individual interests as much as possible, increases the diversity of interest, bringing all the family together.
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