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Within this assignment, it will focus on the social elements that may affect an individual’s ability to access education. Additionally, the assignment will focus on two different components which will include the variety of education available and the social aspects of education which may affect their development and performance.
What is education?...
Education is a natural and lasting change in a child’s reasoning and ability to achieve their targeted goal. It enables us to investigate our own opinion and thoughts and makes it ready to express it in various shapes. Education is the one of the most important aspects that encourages us to understand between right and wrong because in the absence of education, we can’t do what we need, or we can’t achieve our goal.
According to (examplanning.com 2020) “education is the passage to progress”. It is additionally the only way children/young people can accomplish their dream and frame of mind.
There are three different types of Education, Formal Education, Informal Education and Non-Formal Education. Formal education, it usually takes place in a school, where the pupils learn basic, academic, or trade skills. Younger children often attend a nursery, however formal education begins in elementary school and continues with secondary school. Formal Education consists of learning in classrooms that is based in a school grading, college and university degrees, and it is a planned education of different subjects having a proper syllabus by attending the school (examplanning.com 2020).
Some characteristics of Formal Education is, is it structured hierarchically, it is planned and deliberate, fees are paid regularly. The advantages of Formal Education are, it is an organized educational model and up to date course contents, students acquire the knowledge from trained and professional teachers. Formal Education has a structured and systematic learning process (examplanning.com 2020).
However, there are some disadvantages with Formal Education, these can be, brilliant students are bored due to the long wait for the expiry of the academic session to promote to the higher stage. In each class there are usually good and bad students, this can cause a bad habit towards other children due to the. Pressure of the whole classroom can be, wastage of time as some students feel as they don’t need to perform as good as others, despite the motivation of the teachers (examplanning.com 2020).
Informal Education can mean, a parent teaching their child on how to prepare a meal or ride a bike. Informal Education is when you are not studying in a school and do not use any particular learning style. This type of education, conscious efforts are not involved. This is not pre-planned not deliberate. It can be learned at some marketplace, hotel or at home (examplanning.com 2020).
Examples of Informal Education is, teaching a child some basics such as, numeric characters. Spontaneous learning, this is when someone is spontaneous about their learning, for example, if a person is at a bank and they are learning about opening a bank account and maintaining the account at the bank for someone. Some examples of Informal learning are, it is more naturally based as the student can learn anywhere and at any time. Informal Learning also stems from the “teacher’s” experience. It also involves activities like individual and personal research on a topic of their interest (examplanning.com).

The first component that will be discussed is, Poverty. Poverty is a big issue in the United Kingdom. According to Child Poverty Action Group (cpag.org.uk/) more than one in four children live in poverty and many families have no choice but to visit food banks in the UK, even though the UK is one of the richest countries in the world. The growth of child poverty is affecting children’s learning, in accordance to NEU education professionals, schools and education staff are increasingly providing the services and essentials of daily life to stop families falling into the poverty hole even more (https://neu.org.uk).
A survey has been made on how much poverty affects children. A staggering 87% of respondents say that poverty is having a major impact on the learning of pupils. Also 60% believe that the situation has gone worse since 2015. Many members of a school have said that it is “heart breaking” the situation children and young people are in. according to teachers, the pupils wear worn out shoes and that they are unable to do their homework as the children have no stationary at home to do the work (https://neu.org.uk).
One teacher commented, “The school collects for the food bank in the staffroom. But this is a big problem and it breaks my heart.” Another teacher stated “Parents are in crisis and not managing their children's emotional or physical needs as they are so stressed about money. The support we need to provide for these families cannot be underestimated.” Children growing up in poverty and disadvantage are less likely to do well at school. This leads into disadvantage in later life and in turn affects their children. To stop this cycle, we need to address the attitudes and experiences that lie behind social differences in education. CPAG (Child Poverty Action Group) and NEU, states that schools are stepping in, to fill the gaps that are left by the cuts to statutory services and the voluntary, community organisations. It has even gone to the point that schools are a lifeline for poor families by providing the daily essentials, for example, food, clothing, even emergency loans in small amount. This is for families who has nowhere else to go for help (https://neu.org.uk).
Let it be known that they are also subsiding breakfast clubs, enrichment activities and equipment for courses that are on secondary level. This is to ensure that no child loses out as they are poor. Every child from different background have the right to an education no matter the situation. This is why the Education Act has been implemented to ensure that even though a child is poor, they still are getting an education that is free and to help them to get an education so they do not need to suffer being poor in the future (http://www.legislation.gov.uk).
Some examples that cause poverty are:
· Low income
· White children in poverty on average have a lower educational achievement and are likely to under-achieve. Boys are more likely to have low attainment than girls according to Hirsch (2007) as he states that boys in Bangladeshi, Pakistani and black African origin have low attainment results compared to girls (https://www.jrf.org.uk).
· Children from different backgrounds have contrasting experiences at school. Less advantaged children are more likely to feel a lack of control over their learning, and that they become more reluctant recipients of the taught curriculum.
· Children see the advantages of school; however deprived children are more likely to feel anxious and unconfident about going to school and being around peers. This influences the development of different attitudes to education at primary school to help shape their future.
· Out of school activities help build up confidence, however if they cannot afford to go, they are missing out (https://www.jrf.org.uk).
Research has shown that a child who has grown up in poverty is disadvantaged well into their adulthood. This is to a large extent as children from disadvantaged homes are less likely to get good educational qualifications. There is also a separate difference between poverty and success in mid-life. Controlling for qualifications, people in their 30s who experienced financial hardship when growing up are less likely to be doing well in the labour market (Blanden and Gibbons 2006).
Socio-economic circumstances in childhood which result in low qualifications in adulthood help poverty across generations. A primary cause of child poverty is a lack of opportunities among parents with low skills and low qualifications. For example, parents are less likely to work, and if they do work, they are more likely to have low earnings. The task of balancing the economic demands of raising a family and the need to find time to devote to their children is much harder for people in low-paid jobs with limited power to negotiate working arrangements as they are unsure of what to do. Where parents have to make a choice between low income and long hours, it is difficult to give children good life chances (https://www.jrf.org.uk).
The relationship between poverty and low achievement at school is part of a wider cycle in which family disadvantage is passed on from one generation to the next. Stopping the gap in education is an important part of combating long term isolation form other features of disadvantage. However, it cannot be seen in isolation from other features of disadvantaged children. Some of these need to be brought into an analysis of why it is that children that are in poverty have worse chances at school. (https://www.jrf.org.uk).
Leaving school with low achievement has a risk that varies greatly in different groups. These differences according to (Cassen and Kingdon 2007) shows that among low achievers, the boys outnumber the girls by 3-2. Students from Afro-Caribbean origin are not as successful, and those of Indian and Chinese origin are most successful in avoiding low achievement. However numerically the great majority of low achievers are white. Children are more likely to have low achievement if they receive free school meals and if they live in poor urban areas as they do not have to same facilities as the children who do not live in poverty (https://www.jrf.org.uk).
The first component that will be discussed is, Religion. These days, religion is a massive subject for a lot of people. Some examples of religion are, Christianity, Muslim, Islamic and so on. If children have strong beliefs about the religion, they are part of, depending what religion they are, it can have an impact on their education in many different ways.
In some society’s indoctrination has been imparted to children to cause pupils to hold certain beliefs and religious values. In the system here the educational authorities attempt to inculcate in the pupils reveal their truths such as the existence of god. For example, Christianity is the source of truth. In various Middle Eastern countries religion, for example, Islamic, it has a huge impact on education and the system that has been implemented in school. As an example, Islam has an extreme case that they take their religion very serious. The impact of religion on education in Iran is far from trivial. The Islamic rules in every aspect of education and school system. Belief in Islam and living according to Islamic values and norms and thoughts are pre-conditions for survival. For example, they are teaching the Koran, learning it is compulsory from the first year in primary schools. Teachers must pass a religious exam to be in order to teach. The exam includes Islamic rules, prayers, the Koran and Hadith. Superstition has influenced school curricula (www.secularism.org.uk).
There is an underlying issue inside the liberal education establishment that religious belief is backwards, however, this is not true. Schools have long been viewed as the place to get an education and live freely and make friends, coming out with an education that they can use, free of religious superstition. Many of pupils in schools do not follow a religion as they may think it is pointless.  Some pupils may feel that it is okay to bully the children that do follow a religion. This has a lasting effect on those who do. Follow as they may think ‘what is the point of religion?’ the impact of being bullied as they are following a religion has on education si that they may feel that they do not want to come into school as they are being bullied or being laughed at because of their actions. For example, if there is a woman Muslim in the school then they will wear a Jilbab, some people may think this is funny and think it is acceptable to make fun out of them. At the end of the day, purpose of education is to ensure that children “career and college ready,” according to (www.tfp.org/ 2020) however, not to impart character or moral sentiments. Some teachers go to the point of insinuating that the less religious influence upon the student, the better.

One practice that can be related to this is, Thompson’s PCS Model. PCS stands for Personal Level, Cultural Level and Structural Level. The PCS Model can be included in this as the Personal Level is concerned with the individual’s views. If an individual is talking about their religion and their beliefs it is related to individual action. They are talking about their culture sharing about what they think is right and wrong, good and bad. (youthworkcentral.tripod.com).
The work of Neil Thompson, particularly his PCS model, analysis the interplay between personal and structural explanations of discrimination, oppression and inequality will be familiar to the practitioners that are involved in social work practice and education. The PCS model can be used in a reductive fashion. It is not always a focus on the economic factors that combine to create social environments. On the other hand, the PCS model can be an excellent starting point to examine the different complex issues. (journals.sagepub.com).
However, if a child is a Christian, there are many reasons that it has a positive effect on education, some of these reasons are:
· Enhances the wellbeing of students
· Offers support and guidance
· Builds character
· Shapes morals (www.eacs.wa.edu.au).



In conclusion, this assignment has been focusing on the Social Elements that affect an individual’s ability to access Education. The social elements that has been discussed were, Poverty and Religion and how they affect children’s ability to access education. It has also been discussed the different types of education there is to be had. For example, there is Formal Education which. Means that the education is being taught in a professional environment like a school, and informal Education, which is, Education that can be taught either at a home or any environment that teaching can be taught.
It has been included in this assignment the different factors that Poverty affects the ability to access education. And the different organisations that help and support children and families that are in poverty. For example, Child Poverty Action Group. Within this agency it has also been included a statement that (cpag.org.uk/) more than one in four children live in poverty and many families have no choice but to visit food banks in the UK, even though the UK is one of the richest countries in the world. Also, still relating to poverty, some statistics have been included which states that 87% of practitioners say that poverty is having a major impact on the learning of pupils. And another 60% believe that the situation has gone worse since 2015 (https://neu.org.uk).
Relating to the religion side of the assignment, it has been listed some of the different religion that some pupils these days follow. For example, Christianity or Islam. It states that Christianity is the source of truth. In various Middle Eastern countries religion, for example, Islamic, it has a huge impact on education and the system that has been implemented in school (www.secularism.org.uk). As a society there is so much more to learn about regarding religion. In order to understand why children follow a certain religion, more research is needed to understand the underlay that children feel so passionate about religion.
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