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Student Biography: Ernest Wilberforce Davies
By: Rebekah Mullins
Ernest Wilberforce Davies was born on January 12th, 1894 in Llanelly, Wales
. His father’s name was Thomas Rhys Davies. He worked as a Gentlemen’s Mercer
 making and selling clothing and other accessories for middle to upper class gentlemen. His mother’s name was Margaret Ann Davies and at the time of Ernest’s birth he had two older brothers, Harold Rhys Davies (Born 1890) and John Thomas Davies (Born 1892). About three years later Ernest’s youngest brother, David Elliott Davies, was born in 1897
. At the time it was customary to have a child baptised within a few days of their birth, if not the day of their birth. However, Ernest and his brothers were all baptised on the same day on January 31st, 1899
, nine years since the eldest boy had been born and two years since the youngest. The reasoning behind this odd gap of time remains unknown as I have been unable to access images of the actual records and no other local or national events seem to have occurred at that time that may have prompted this sudden need to have the four of them baptised. In the 1901 census the family is listed as residing at Coldstream Street in Llanelly with Brother-in-Law James Thomas (likely brother to Margaret Ann) and servant Margaret Davies.


In the 1911 census Ernest is listed as a boarder attending Llandovery College with 22 other school aged boys
, none of which are his youngest brother. This indicates that Ernest was most likely specially qualified to attend the College; whether that was due to him having a higher inclination to learning than his brother or not cannot be said for sure, but it is likely since he attended there but his brother did not. The census record also indicates that Ernest did not know Welsh at the time and only spoke English.


The next year on October 18th, 1912 Ernest enrols at St. David’s College in Lampeter
 with the intentions of becoming a Clerk of the Holy Orders
. He is listed as living in residence on college grounds every term from Michalmas Term 1912 until Easter Term 1914
. Registers show that he took all his meals at the College
 as well as having an occasional beer either with or after his meals. Initially, in the beginning of his stay at St. David’s College he only drank, on average, about ten beers a term. But in the 1913 Michalmas Term his drinking heavily increases with him being recorded as having thirty-eight beers.
 This sudden increase may be attributed to several different possibilities. He may have received more money from home or an increase in pay at a job, thus affording him more beers on a more regular basis, or perhaps he had something occur in his life that would incur him to drink more such as a bad break up or a bad mark or a falling out with a friend. What I believe is most likely is that he made some friends that term that he could sit and drink with. The following Lent term he also drinks significantly more with twenty-four beers, not as much as the thirty-eight beers previously, but still an increase from his average ten. But with the Easter term following, he does drop back down to his average ten. One possible explanation for this lies within a meeting in March of 1914 recorded in the minute book of St. David’s College in which Ernest and six other students are called out for possession of large amounts of beer in Ernest’s room. The students claimed that they hadn’t been drinking the beers at that time but had instead intended to drink them with their suppers. Any possible fines were dropped as the staff could not prove that they were lying
. The Easter term in which Ernest suddenly reduces his drinking follows directly after this, leading to the possible conclusion that either he was cut off from drinking from the college kitchen, or that the close call with the college disciplinaries prompted him to cut back on his drinking of his own volition. Despite this though, in the Lent term of 1915, he is recorded as drinking 60 beers
, exceeding all his other recorded totals. The reason for this sudden increase is likewise unknown but may have had something to do with his impending enlistment.


Ernest was mentioned a second time in the minute book, also within March, for inadequate attendance of classes. He was fined and nothing more is mentioned regarding him within the meeting
. Despite all of Ernest’s misdemeanours and other troubles he did make it onto the honour roll for the 1914-1918 period
. He wrote three sets of exams: Class II Ordinary Responsions in December 1913, Class III Honours History Moderations in June 1914, and Theological Certificate Second Year Specialists in June 1914. He passed the first two sets of exams but failed rather spectacularly at the third set
. Ernest was also the Secretary for the St. David’s Cricket team in 1914
. He did not complete his degree before enlisting for the war.

In August of 1914 Ernest enlisted for the war with the Royal Army Medical Corps
. He was assigned to the 39th Field Ambulance of the 13th Division. On June 13th, 1915 he sailed with his division for the Mediterranean and landed at Anzac Cove, Gallipoli in early August. His field ambulance unit set up a dressing station at the crossroads near Aghyl Dere, but shortly after this on August 13th, 1915, Ernest died of his wounds
. Some of the articles and memorials that speak of him state that he died at the age of 23, however, he should have been 21 in 1915. He was never buried, but there is a plaque set up in remembrance of him at the 7th Field Ambulance Cemetary in Anzac. 
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