
Introduction

This seminar is designed to help you consider the complexities of managing the coastal environment and therefore link into the lectures / case studies presented on this topic.  At the end of the exercise you should be able to understand some of the complex interrelationships that are present within this environmental zone.  In addition, you will be able to recognise some of the issues which influence physical processes and formulate realistic policies for coastlines.

Task

Imagine you have the opportunity to be Dr. Who and therefore can go back in time.  Besides changing our lottery numbers (or even your bowling action, TOM), we could also re-plan a location considering physical processes and future development.  You have the opportunity to re-plan the following locations for the 21st century.

1. Swansea bay

2. Costa del Sol

3. Any developing world coastal tourist destination

4. Miami

5. Skomer Is.

6. Galapagos Is.

For Swansea bay and any other of the listed locations, re-plan its development.  You need to consider its present situation i.e. Swansea: physical processes/topography (past and present), 150,000 population, industrial past, developed etc.  Hence, you can only alter the built environment and reorganise it. All the services that the present population needs should be included (car provision, sewage disposal, residential, leisure, workplace, retailing etc.) but can be relocated or re-managed.  

Exercise

1. List all the functions of your chosen locations. 

2. List all the requirements of the resident and visiting population (note seasonality).

3. Consider the physical landscape (rivers, sand banks, topography, currents, tides, deposition, erosion, weather etc.).

4. Sketch a plan view of your locations on an A3 sheet.

5. Annotate the plan with the reasons you decided on the spatial relationship between the functions / requirements / physical landscape/processes of the location.

6. From your examples, list the 5 main considerations in planning a coastal zone.

7. Return the time machine to Dr. Who and you will have your deposit returned.
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