LOCATION CASTRO DE ULACA

Castro De Ulaca, located in Avila, Spain, is considered the largest Late Iron Age Oppida in the Iberian Peninsular, occupied
from the 3 to the 15t Century BC with up to potential 1500 inhabitants at one time (Gerion, 2017) . Covering over 60
hectares, Ulaca is not just the most prominent for its size but it is also one of the primary examples of pre-Roman

urbanisation within Celtic Iberia. Thought to be the political and religious centre of Vettén territory (Fabidn Garcia, 2006)
the primary industry of the site was animal stock. The importance of cattle not only influence an individuals wealth but it also
dictated the delegation of land as well as an individuals social status. Perhaps one of the most easy ways of identifying Ulaca as
a Celtic culture is it’s religious and cultural motifs, such the involvement of water in rituals, a reverence for animals such as
boars and bulls and the sacrifice of said animals. In this sense Ulaca can be identified as one of the main sites of the Vettones.
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well as 3 interconnected hollows that allowed liquid to flow between them (Alvarez-

(McCullough, 2018) VERRACOS: These boars and bulls were carved from stone, some reaching 2.5m
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AMBLES VALLEY INDUSTRY AND URBANISATION: Ulaca was the biggest settlement with extensive
One of the most comparable differences between the Oppida and the fortifications, which served as both a defensive precaution and sign of prestige. The Oppida
smaller settlements in the Amblés Valley is agricultural practice, with
the Oppida having a stronger focus of cattle. This was due to
availability of arable soil, which was much richer in the Valley.

were established to protect nearby cattle and promote procreation (Sdnchez Moreno 2000).
Alternatively they were landmarks placed near settlements and bodies of water as well as in

prospective grazing pastures (Alvarez-Sanchis, 1999); later engraved by Romans to

‘Verraco with profile of bull coming from the
near castro of Ulaca, installed next to the
church. View of the left side. fotoAleph

distinguish the boundaries between properties. These markers made it easier to orientate

displayed early signs of urbanisation with specific areas designated for living in and others
for workshops. There were 250 rectangular houses within the wall and numerous scattered

Secondly the development of workshops and industrial trade within outside, varying in size from 50 - 150m?, consisting of 3 rooms, one for storage, one for
Oppida meant they were more involved with trade and thus had sleep and a third for hospitality. The larger houses featured extensions walls to
access to imports. However this necessitated fortifications and accommodate for porches, hallways and corrals. The primary industry was cattle raising,
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settlements rarely had a fixed religious monument. (Alvarez-Sanchis

1999) enough crop production to be autarchic (Hispanic Celtica, 2019).
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