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[bookmark: _Toc40198203]Introduction 
This assignment will briefly introduce virtual Learning environment which is also call e-learning. The research will also show the importance or benefit of virtual learning environment to Universities and other higher learning institution in the u k. Also outline how quickly young people has embraced this Technology in the academic field. It will also explore the benefits to tutors alike and how other agencies have fully exploited this Technology. In this assignment I will define what is e-learning, functions and the importance or benefit to universities or in higher educational system. I will also reflect concerning the e-learning itself in a historical perspective and draw analysis from survey conducted. 

[bookmark: _Toc40198204]What is Virtual Learning Environment? 

A Virtual Learning Environment is a computer based online Learning environments that have become the new frontier for today learning. It is used as a learning tool by University or higher educational institution around the world. Virtual learning environment can offer not only as learning resource but also can be used as a forum where student can exchange ideas or discussion on their course model. (Pulford, 2011) Virtual learning environment has replaced the traditional classroom teaching to that of an online Learning. Virtual learning environment is a collection of software tools supporting academic teaching and research using the internet.


 

 


[bookmark: _Toc40198205]Background of virtual learning
I used the secondary research approach method to collect both qualitative and quantitative method such as books, articles and journals. The purpose of this report was to evaluate the connection between virtual community use and student engagement, perceive merit of instruction and academic performance in a nursing course. (Pulford, 2011) Student engagement VLE was surprisingly very encouraging which also reflected on their grades. 
  
[bookmark: _Toc40198206]Literature Review  
Although there are several concepts about the definition of engagement that often appear in the literature. According to Kuh (2009), the concepts of engagement has evolved over the last 70 years and has been built on ideas about the importance and relationship of time on task,  
Student engagement in vle is phenomenon it provides not only study materials such as taking lectures or course materials but it can be use as a social media for a discussion forum wherein student can chart to each other online. The fact of studying at your own discretion from anywhere any place is highly love by student. (Stricker, Weiel and Wissmath, 2011)  
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Though universities and other higher educational institution have fully embraced e-learning, however there are still some major challenges facing this method of learning few are listed below.
· Connective to the internet is one major problem when using this platform. Connectivity can sometime be of problem. You need a high speed internet to stay connected. 
· Most western countries have not fully recognised the degree attained from e-learning. Though the technology has been fully accepted but they remained sceptical about the degree attained from virtual learning environment. 
· Lastly it can be expensive using this technology because all students require a computer with a high speed internet and good sound card for audio quality.

[bookmark: _Toc40198208]Student performance vs student satisfaction

Studies show’s that student are more experience and motivated in an online learning as compare to that of part time face to face or full time face to face student. According to Campbell et al.(2008) they compared full-time face to face, and part-Time face to face to an online students attending to seven different modules over three years. However the comparison of online and part-time face to face conclusion show’s that the online student and part time were more experience and motivated than the full time face to face student. Stricker (2011) 


   



[bookmark: _Toc40198209]Importance of e-learning to the university of Wales Trinity saint David 
The concept of e-learning fully manifests itself to the university during the outbreak of corona virus or covid-19. Wherein schools were closed down in the country and Government imposed stay at home and social distancing was mandated. The University of Wales Trinity and saint David quickly embrace virtual learning environment for lectures to continue. Students were allowed to take online.  E-learning replaced traditional classroom learning.  
Student tends to gain more flexibility with E-learning. The E-learning has helped to overcome the problem face with increase of student and the work load during lectures in the classroom. Student experience in the classroom depends on how well the teaching style fits with their individual learning style. The same issues exist with virtual systems and a variety of resources is needed in order to provide adequate learning style for all students. 

[bookmark: _Toc40198210]AIM OF THIS RESCARCH 
The Aim of this research is to know the benefit of virtual learning to the university of Wales Trinity saint David as well as the student. 
1. The aim of this research is to simply know how many universities or higher educational institutions are using this technology 
2. To know how the university of Wales Trinity of Saint David is using this Technology
3. To know the effectiveness and the impact of e-learning on both learners and tutors 
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The objective of this report is to outline the method I used to collect the data for example by conducting a primary research method. 

1 Conduct Primary Research method to know how many universities are using this Technology
2 To conduct a survey to  know how  the university of Wales Trinity of Saint David is using this Technology
3 To conduct a survey to know the effectiveness and the Impact of E-learning on both tutors and learners  

[bookmark: _Toc40198212] Method 
I used both quantitative and qualitative approach method to do this research. By using the secondary research method I read books, article to get my findings. I used the web site surveymonkey.com to generate 10 questioners which I then distributed among my fellow classmate to be answered. However because the present situation in the country (lockdown) I end up to do a telephone interview sample of the questioners can be seen in the report. 
  I manually type the answered questioners on to a table in Microsoft word and I then export it into Microsoft excel to be analyses and create a graph. At this point I converted the data into a bar graph for more analysis. I divided the ten answered questioners into three sections, which is been represented by a pie chart and it can be found under result.  
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Questioners 
Survey 
1.  How likely is it that you would recommend this model to a friend or colleague?
a. Agree 
b. strongly Agree
c. disagree
d. strongly disagree
e. not sure
2. Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with model
a. agree
b. strongly Agree
c. disagree 
d. strongly disagree
e. not sure
3. Which of the following words would you use to describe model.
Reliable
Not reliable
Somehow reliable 
Not sure
Unreliable  



4. How well does this model meet your needs?
Extremely well
Very well
Somewhat well
Not so well
Not at all well

5. How would you rate the quality of the model?
Very high quality
High quality
Neither high nor low quality
Low quality
      Not sure


 
6. How would you rate the value for money of this model?
Excellent
Above average
Average
Below average
Poor
Very low quality
7.  How responsive have we been to your questions or concerns about the  
     Model?
Extremely responsive
 Responsive
Somewhat responsive
Not so responsive
· Not sure
	




8. How likely are you to purchase any of model   
     Again?
Extremely likely
Very likely
Somewhat likely
Not so likely
Not at all likely


9.   How satisfied are you the availability of  
      Resources for teaching at this university 
· Extremely satisfied
· Very satisfied
· Somewhat satisfied
· not so satisfied
· not at all satisfied

10.  do you have any other comment, question, or  
       Concern
· satisfied
· not satisfied
· somehow satisfied
· not sure
· not satisfied
  

[bookmark: _Toc40198214]Questions 

	Questions
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree 
	Not sure
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Question 01
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1

	Question 02
	3
	3
	1
	2
	1

	Question 03
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1

	Question 04
	4
	3
	2
	2
	0



	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Questions
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not sure
	Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree

	Question 05
	3
	3
	2
	1
	1

	Question 06
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1

	Question 07
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1



	Questions 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not sure
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Question 08
	4
	2
	1
	2
	1

	Question 09
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1

	Question 10
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1









Result 






 The feedback from question 1 to 4 summarise the student response, many people on average agree to recommend the University model to a friend or someone else while fewer people strongly agree to recommend the model to a friend. People who were not sure score the same as for those who disagree. Fewer people strongly disagree to recommend the model to anyone.











	



From the feedback form question 5 to 7 summarise many people on average agree to recommend the University model to a friend or someone else while slightly fewer people strongly agree to recommend the model to a friend. People not sure score more while equal people disagree and strongly disagree for recommending the model to a friend. 

























From the feedback for question 8 to 10 many people on average agree to recommend the University model to a friend or someone else while fewer people strongly agree to recommend the model to a friend. There were equal score for those were not sure and for those who disagree to recommend the model to a friend. Less people strongly disagree 
 



	

	[bookmark: _Toc40198215]Discussion 

Digital research method was my favourite model I guess because of my computer literacy and also the lecturer was a good lecturer easy to understand. In this moodle  I research on Virtual Learning Environment and the effect it has on universities and student engagement as well. To get a good understanding of this topic, I used the secondary research approach method to collect both qualitative and quantitative method such as reading books, articles and journals. The purpose of this report was to evaluate the connection between virtual community use and student engagement, perceive merit of instruction and academic performance in a nursing course

I generated a questioner through surveymonkey.com and distributed among my fellow student, because of the present situation in the country covid-19 stay at home I conducted the interview on telephone and manually typed the interview answers into Microsoft word which I then converted the data into a pie chart for good analysis 

The outbreak of corona virus covid-19 put a lot of stress on me personally because I contacted symptom of corona virus coughing and headache. I was order by NHS to stay home by NHS for self quarantine for 21 days. 
 I used the secondary research approach method to collect both qualitative and quantitative method such as books, articles and journals. The purpose of this report was to evaluate the connection between virtual community use and student engagement, perceive merit of instruction and academic performance in a nursing course.
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Conclusion 
Digital research method has been my best module for the past two semesters I learned a lot from this module. The lectures were very interesting everyone participated in class. This academic journey has been very remarkable from the start; my only reservation was that I should have waited for a while before starting studying.  I was new in the country it put a lot of strain on me accommodation or job were not forth coming moving from one place to another it was challenging. 
Half way through the second semester the corona virus outbreak changes our learning process from traditional classroom teaching to online learning. Virtual learning environment become the new frontier used as today’s educational tool. It however proved itself very efficient and formidable to traditional classroom face to face teaching.
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