Course Description

Term: Lent term. One hour per week.
Course Title: Chinese Poetry
Tripos Paper: C 2 (Chinese Studies Part I)

Course Aim: To provide a training in the basic modes and genres of Chinese poetry.
By the completion of the course, the student should be familiar with the main poetic
forms (shi 5¥: gushi H&F, jueju 4811, lishi W; yuefu Z4)87; ci wil; pailii HEAR)
and themes (love poems, parting, contemplation of the past and so forth). The student
should be aware of the specific problems the translation of Chinese poems poses for
the Western reader.

Course Content/Specified Text:

The selection to be read will be available as xerox sheets and on my Camtools
worksite.

Selections of texts read:

1. Week: Introduction; reading and discussion of Owen, Stephen. "Poetry in the
Chinese Tradition." In: Paul S. Ropp (ed.). Heritage of China: Contemporary
Perspectives on Chinese Civilization. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990,
294-308.

2. Week: Humans and nature
Shijing #54% mno. 6 (form: Shijing)
Li Bai 25 (701-762) #H#KIIE EAE (form: H5F or IT#EE)

3. Week: Love
Shijing, no. 23 (form: Shijing)
Shijing, no. 94 (form: Shijing)

4. Week: Personification
Li Bai & Yue xia du zhuo F TN (form: TH5¥)
LiHe &% (791-817) Nanyuan F§lH (form: #i1))

5. Week: Relations to others
Cao Zhi H 1 (192-232) Men you wan li ke xing 14 1 T %A4T (form: 44/T)
Meng Haoran #5488 (6912-740) i KN (form: 1)




6. Week: Parting

Li Yu 258 (937-978) Wu ye ti SsMi (form: i)

Su Shi fif#i{ (1037-1101) /KFAHEE (NRPAK, EEGER, KEE. /EHEE, It
1€¥ ) (form: &)

7. Week: Contemplation of the Past
Chen Zi’ang [T & (661-702) Baidi cheng huaigu 75 %Y (form: HEf)
Meng Haoran Yu zhuzi deng Xianshan S5 1 G011 (form: f45%)

8. Week: Songs to deities
Chuci E%¥ Yunzhong jun = AT (form: EEF)

Recommended secondary literature (This list is, of course, not comprehensive. It
contains only a few titles that I personally found helpful and fun to read):

Websites:

“China the Beautiful: Classical Chinese Poetry.” Accessed 28.1.2007.
http://www.chinapage.com/poetry9.html

“Quan Tang shi fenxi xitong” 25717 RET. Accessed 28.1.2007.
http://chinese.pku.edu.cn/tangPoem/

Dictionaries:

Stimson, Hugh. M. T’ang Poetic Vocabulary. New Haven: Yale University Press,
1976.

Williams, C.A.S. A Manual of Chinese Metaphor: Being a Selection of Typical
Chinese Metaphors, with Explanatory Notes and Indices. New York: AMS Press,
1974 (orig. publ. 1920)

Anthologies:

Frankel, Hans H. The Flowering Plum and the Palace Lady: Interpretations of
Chinese Poetry. New Haven (u.a.): Yale U.P., 1976. (An anthology of 103 poems with
interpretations)

Owen, Stephen (ed. and transl.). An Anthology of Chinese Literature: Beginnings to
1911. New York: Norton, 1996. (Contains a huge selection of poetry with interesting
background information)

Stimson, Hugh M. Fifty-Five T’ang Poems: A Text in the Reading and Understanding
of T’ang Poetry. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976.

Yip, Wai-lim. Chinese Poetry: An Anthology of Major Modes and Genres. Durham:
Duke University Press, 1997. (Interesting introduction in which Yip discusses the
difficulties in translating Chinese poetry into Western languages)



Studies:

Chang, Kang-i Sun. Six Dynasties Poetry. Princeton: Princeton U.P., 1986. (Best
general introduction into Six Dynasties poetry)

Lin, Shuen-fu; Stephen Owen (eds.). The Vitality of the Lyric Voice: Shih Poetry from
the Late Han to the T'ang. Princeton: Princeton U.P., 1986.

Liu, James J. Y. The Art of Chinese Poetry. Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1962. (A readable introduction into Chinese poetry)

Owen, Stephen. "Poetry in the Chinese Tradition." In: Paul S. Ropp (ed.). Heritage of
China: Contemporary Perspectives on Chinese Civilization. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1990, 294-308.

Owen, Stephen. The Great Age of Chinese Poetry. New Haven (u.a.): Yale University
Press, 1981. (The standard work on the poetry of the High Tang)

Stimson, Hugh. M. T"ang Poetic Vocabulary. New Haven: Yale University Press,
1976.



Texts

2. Week: Humans and nature
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3. Week: Love

Shijing, no. 23.
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Shijing, no. 94
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4. Week: Personification
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5. Week: Relations to others
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6. Week: Parting

Li Yu 2548 (937-978) Wu ye ri S Wi
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Su Shi fik#it (1037-1101) /K4
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(Su Shi cont.)
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7. Week: Contemplation of the Past

Chen Zi’ang ¥ & (661-702) Baidi cheng huaigu 55 1% A
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Meng Haoran Yu zhuzi deng Xianshan gl
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8. Week: Songs to deities

Chuci E%¥ Yunzhong jun =1

AT T,
FEE R A h 2
REW 5 HE,
IR LRp EEh
L Duil 5 S,

VTR 2 !

W 7 A1 o 2
Tt B TE -
S5 o N
LDNIRCET] B

15 38 7 AR,
LR 5 R AR KSR



BRI 5 I E
[S4955% = acy B T8
R 2 B A
L NUSCEEE P
KW 7 K,

DR BEES
R
AW IR,
TRETE 5 il bt -
ARG,
WIAE 2 & R LA o
SN TE VL5,
A R b .
Rk e b
KI5 R
RSV,

TR 2 BEH -



RIHH AL
# LA 2 4
R4 7

~F

LIBER!
&

18



