A reflection upon my experiences of learning while at University within my first three months
During the first three months of University, I have achieved many different goals. I have learnt so many new and varied ways of learning new information, both from my peer students and from numerous lecturers. These new ways, range from; group studying a new topic through shared power-points with one another, to gather any missing information that is needed, to reading up to date journals through the UWTSD’s subscriptions to the most relevant journals to assist me with completing my Quantity Surveying Degree course. I believe that reading various topic specified books have helped me to boost my knowledge base.  These books include ones specified to building structures, take-offs, contract law, soil mechanics and foundations. (Waltham, 2009) (Wood, 2009) (CIOB, 2019). This has consequently improved my standards of writing within my assignment.
 Within the last few months, I have been lucky enough to experience opportunities concerning Quantity Surveying, not only within university, but outside of it also. I was granted an apprenticeship quantity surveying role within the well-known construction business of Morgan Stone. Within this role, I was able to shadow the senior Quantity Surveyor on site, completing tasks that the Quantity Surveyor allocated to me, such as; measuring dimensions of windows and doors, concrete volume take-offs and also the added responsibility of ordering materials that I had measured the dimensions for etc.
 Within the first three months at university, I feel that I had an advantage in certain areas of study but at a slight disadvantage in other areas. For example, as I came straight from completing A-Levels to doing my degree at university I was used to writing in depth essays concerning different points within different subjects, I was at an advantage with this over a number of other students on my course, as many of them have come back from working within the industry to study again and they haven’t had the same in depth experience of writing essays and reports. With many of my peer students coming back from the industry they on the other hand have a significant advantage over me, with their vast knowledge of construction on site, as I have only been on site within the last few months with my apprenticeship whereas they have spent years of their lives on site. A conversation that I have had with a lecturer at university has helped me try and minimise the possible disadvantage that I have over other students, by pushing me in the right direction of specific books that I should read in order to put me on the right track to obtaining all of the information that I have missing. This has helped to put me on a level playing field with my knowledge of what happens and when, within the construction industry such as what makes up foundations and what factors may alter the make-up of a specific foundation as I previously did not know this. 
Within my part-time job outside of university I have attained a promotion up to the level of a duty manager of a supermarket. I feel that this added responsibility has made me mature at a faster rate and increase my levels of self-discipline and determination, which I feel like I really needed as I am one of the youngest students on my course, and their added experience that I want to try and catch up to at an increased rate. The independent learning that university requires from you, I feel gives you a boost to gather a lot more information yourself that you probably wouldn’t even attempt to do otherwise. I feel as if this has especially been the case for me as I much prefer independent learning and really dislike being ‘spoon-fed’. I believe this has given me the opportunity to excel and demonstrate what I have obtained and achieved and distinguishes me from the rest of my peers who may have felt that they didn’t have as much of a point to prove as I did. With this in mind, I feel like over these first three months of university I have really tried to push myself and put in all the extra hours to help me to exceed. 
I have attended all of the site visits while at university so far, such as the earliest one being to St. Fagans back in September and then the later one coming in December when we visited Swansea Central’s newest development. These visits especially have helped me to envisage what life within the construction industry is really like and the concept and makeup of vast different types and ages of buildings in general, broadening my knowledge of the subject.
With regards to uploading assignments after completion, I have had several issues while uploading them and I believe that the solution to this problem is that I need to try and upload them at a much earlier date than what I have done so far with my assignments. This way, if there Is a problem then I will still have time to alter this and possibly try again or get help either from the specific lecturer or from an IT specialist located on campus. I feel like this is probably the largest mistake that I have made so far since being at university, completing the assignment with a lot of spare time remaining before the allocated deadline but not submitting it there and then.
 Another conversation that I have had with a lecturer while at university was regarding my apprenticeship, part time work and university study levels. After joining the university, the work load obviously increased and I felt that I was struggling to work part time and make my apprenticeship work worthwhile without falling behind on my studies and assignment submissions. The conversation that I had completely enlightened me into new ways that I could integrate my university studies into my apprenticeship, such as using the senior Quantity Surveyors that I was working with to my own advantage, by asking them for their inputs and their expertise, as at the end of the day it is their full time job and there is no one better to ask for advice than them. This then meant for me that I had more time to study for the rest of the remaining assignments and the time I had remaining after that I could easily carry on with my part time work, so therefore In the end I did not have to drop any of my commitments.
Upon reflection, my knowledge of quantity surveying has expanded significantly, particularly in my first three months at University. I have also leant valuable lessons regarding my essay writing and submission and aim to alleviate these as weaknesses of mine. Ultimately, I have built upon my own knowledge through the support of my peers, lecturers and the library facilities such as books and the computers. 
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