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1. Title
[bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: OLE_LINK30]This article’s title is “An exploration in an English language lesson for primary children”, it presents that making a great effort to optimize teaching English methods for primary children. Teaching primary children English as a foreign language should include observing and important analysis of different teaching methods. I want to explain the theoretical framework for the teachers’ talk in an English language lesson for primary children and explore diverse methods to teach in the class, addresses the aims that includes teaching mechanics and culture, introduce a list of ways I plan to use to collect my evidence, and wide various activities that English as foreign language teachers can use to effectively teach primary
2. Aims of the investigation 
My investigation aims mainly include two parts, one is the pedagogy of teaching English as foreign language teachers and the other is how to enhance the abilities of primary children.
1.1 Aims of the investigation for TEFl teachers
In my study, first and foremost, I want to find out practical aims for teaching English as foreign language teachers.
2.1.1Helping teaching English as foreign language teachers refresh and develop their pedagogy skills.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Primary children are young people group who need more attractive activities, Foreign language teachers should know their requirements and help them improve language abilities. I think the most important point is that foreign language teachers should refresh and develop their pedagogy skills, not only use traditional methods such as teaching pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, listening, but they also can bring the modern methods like utilizing children language website, interactive games, even participatory methods as well. It is necessary to keep pace with times that foreign language teachers should refresh and develop their pedagogy skills immediately. That’s why this is my first investigation aim.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]2.1.2Exploring various teaching methods to draw young children’s attention.
As everyone knows, young children are easy to distract their attention by something else, so how to draw their attention is a big problem. For this group of people, foreign language teachers must explore various teaching methods that ensure their teaching quality. For example, the teachers can use traditional methods like listening, speaking, reading and writing, also the print publications could be a very good method to teach. Secondly, they can draw young children’s attention through color, sound and music. At the same time, they also utilize pictures, icons, graphics and photographs since the visual image is more vivid that easier to understand. Of course, interactive movement which is another feasible method that should not be ignored. I want to explore more specific teaching methods to draw young children’s attention.
2.1.3 Designing the interesting and fascinating courses to adapt to children’s character and behavior.
Unlike adults, the primary children do not have enough ability of self-control that the foreign language teachers must design the interesting and fascinating courses for them. First and foremost, I want to investigate which kind of courses that adapt to children’s characters and behaviors. And then design the feasible and efficiency syllabus, the most important point is that foreign language teacher should think about how to make the course interesting and fascinating. That’s why I want to design related courses to test some children and get the good result that can used directly in normal teaching activities.
2.2 Aims of the investigation for primary children
In my research, I do not think the aims are only to help foreign language teachers, but also for primary children since the ultimate goal is teaching them and enhancing their own language abilities.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]2.2.1 Having some insight into primary students’ learning requirements.
If foreign language teachers want to achieve the excellent goal in teaching foreign language, they must understand young students’ interest, knowing what these students really need. As a saying goes, only when you know yourself and your enemy can you fight against hundreds of enemies, only we have some insight into young children’s requirements, we can design more excellent courses for them. In my research, I want to summarize primary students’ common characteristics and then propose some constructive comments. I think this can help foreign language teachers have a targeted teaching in class.
2.2.2 Helping primary students explore their full potential in learning foreign language.
As an educator, what we most to do is not help students finish their tasks, but teaching the learning methods to them and they can learn by themselves at last. My other aim of research is exploring primary students’ full potential in their study process. I want to find out the teaching and interesting methods as many as possible to stimulate primary students’ largest potential. I think this aim is very critical since this can help students develop their own interesting in learning foreign language, this behavior comes from within that students can learn by themselves.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]2.2.3 Developing a repertoire of interactive strategies to improve the enthusiasm of primary children.
As everyone knows, young students in education system that they prefer playing than learning, so the foreign language teacher should notice how to interact with children. That’s the reason I think one of the aims is developing a repertoire of interactive strategies to improve the enthusiasm of primary children, if the foreign language teachers can play so happy with children, the students must get the language knowledge during the game. The most important point is interactivity that can enhance the enthusiasm of children and we should pay attention to design how interesting and fun in courses. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK18]3. The rationale and main conceptual themes for the investigation
Second language learning and related areas of pedagogy research has often been mentioned in contemporary society, compared to work in pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar and so forth, much less know about teachers’ talk in an English language lesson among different age groups of people, especially for primary children. I think there are lots of rational and main conceptual themes for my investigation and propose in the following paragraphs.
3.1 Second language teachers can control quality and effective teaching methods.
All of the education researches must be used in teaching practice, so the researcher should pay more attention to teaching methods, that the reason why I want to explore teacher’s talk in an English language lesson, especially for primary children, what the quality and effective teaching methods really are. I will find out the quality and effective teaching methods in interesting and attractive way, propose some related and useful suggestions both in theory and in practice. This is my most important rationale and main conceptual theme for this investigation
3.2 Using valuable resources to analyze the implications for curriculum innovations of second language.
As the former researchers’ precious experience and accumulation in pedagogy field, I can use numerous and valuable resources to try to analyze the implications for curriculum innovations of second language. There are so many different innovations in curriculum for primary children who learn second language, I want to compare and analyze them, propose the valuable suggestions through my research. This is another important reason to do this research, in my opinion, I think the research can help our next generations which has a great significance to the whole society.
3.3 Encouraging primary children positive attitudes to second foreign language.
A number of studies have shown that among different age groups of people, children in primary school can control foreign language better than other ages ones, so it is better to encourage primary children to learn second foreign language in school. But the most important thing is that we should encourage primary children positive attitudes to learn, which can determine children success in learning foreign language, at the same time, it also can enhance their mental health development, so it is necessary to design interesting and attractive courses for them. 
3.4 Primary school is the ideal place to start to learn second foreign language.
Comparing the former researches, one of researchers showed that through the result of verbal and maths tests, primary children who learn a second language can do better than who do not learn that is a conclusion which the foreign language learning can increase young children critical thinking skills, creativity and flexibility mind. At the same time, in primary schools, children spend the whole day with teachers who speak second language, so this is the ideal place to start to learn second foreign, helping young children enhance their comprehensive abilities.
3.5 Helping primary children in later careers.
In contemporary society, English is the most popular communication tool around the whole world. Learning foreign language in people’s young age can enrich and enhance their comprehensive abilities and help them have great and apparent advantages in the future careers. In the trend of global integration environment, business and public organizations need English as communication tool, so it is better to control English that is second foreign language for Chinese and other non-native speaking language students, which can bring numerous benefits in later careers. Helping primary children in later careers has a great significance which affect one’s whole life.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]4. A description of the evidence I intend to collect
Before exploring results of researches in any fields, the researchers must collect lots of evidence to compare and analyze, in the following description paragraphs, I will introduce the evidence I intend to collect. But actually, when I begin my research, I believe there will be more other evidences I want to have.
4.1 The various teaching methods and pedagogies in primary school.
First and foremost, I want to collect various teaching methods and pedagogies in primary school as more as possible, since these evidences can help me to understand pedagogy trends in contemporary society. In this section of research, I can compare these teaching methods and pedagogies, find out which are the mainstream in contemporary primary schools. Actually, there are main public schools and private schools in China, it seems that they have different teaching methods and pedagogies in class and this is a very important factor to judge primary children to learn second language.
4.2 The kinds of curriculum innovations.
The second evidence I want to collect are the curriculum innovations as more as possible. As I mentioned above, there are public schools and private schools in China and they have different teaching methods and pedagogies in class, I want to find out what kinds of teaching methods and pedagogies that language teachers prefer. Teachers in public schools like traditional teaching methods and what is traditional teaching methods, teachers in private schools may prefer design new curriculum for students, but which is better and more suitable for primary students, which is the point I should understand.
4.3 Whether or not the mainstream curriculum can be suited to the primary students.
I want to get information from the primary students of learning second language that the mainstream curriculum whether or not to be suited to them. All the research conclusions must into practice, especially the education, which can help next generations to grow in better way. I want to find out which kind of curriculums are popular among young children. We can analyze the data to get the excellent language teaching methods and promote it to the whole society, and at the same time, we also design and develop the new curriculums according primary students’ requirements.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK22]4.4 The acceptance level of different age students in learning second language.
People from various ages show different enthusiasm and passion in learning second language according to diverse aims, so I want to know the acceptance level of different age students in learning second language. These evidences could help me to understand what learning level they can attain. This is very important because I firmly think comparing different ages of students, I can find out how to enrich and enhance the young children’s abilities in learning second language, and propose some typical and practical suggestions to the primary education.
4.5 What different age of students are interested in learning foreign language and the reasons.
As a saying goes, ‘interest is the best teacher.’ What different age of students are interested in learning foreign language and the reasons are my another collecting data. I want to know not only the primary children, but all the ages of students are interested in learning second language. In this way, I can analyze their interesting things in curriculums and summarize the effective and quality methods. If the primary teachers use the practical methods in normal teaching way, I believe the primary students can learn second language better.
5. The methods you plan to use to collect your evidence
Collect information is a hard and time-consuming process, so I must go through several effective and quality methods to use to collect my evidence. In my opinion, I want to use questionnaire, interview, reflective logs, journals, observations and so on.
5.1 Questionnaire
[bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]According to Boynton and Greenhalgh’s viewpoint, questionnaire is an objective means of collecting information about people’s knowledge, beliefs, attitudes and behavior (Boynton and Greenhalgh, 2004). I want to design the questionnaire which includes the information about teachers’ talk in an English language lesson for primary children, and at the same time, I can ask the participants about their opinions to the curriculum innovations. I also compare different age participants and take the questionnaires into three groups, such as postal questionnaires, in-person questionnaires and online/web-based questionnaires that cover people as many as possible. About the design of questionnaire, I will choose type and appropriate questions, avoid bias, encourage participants answer their personal opinions.
5.2 Interview
[bookmark: OLE_LINK33][bookmark: OLE_LINK34]Interview is a conversation with a purpose, generally speaking, “(interviews) … guided question-answer conversations, or an ‘inter-change of views between two persons conversing about a theme of mutual interest’ (Tracy, 2013)”. Before I start my interview, I must prepare resources that guide participants answer my targeted issues, such as which language teaching method you think is the most appropriate method for your study? Why do you think this curriculum is suitable for you? Interview is a very useful investigation method to get the participants’ first-hand materials, which is excellent for collecting and analyzing origin sources, and attain useful data for the research.
5.3 Reflective logs
[bookmark: OLE_LINK27][bookmark: OLE_LINK28]In university assessments, reflective logs and reflective diaries are common requirements, it is necessary to effectively analyze research progress. During my research progress, I should record every evidence which collected from different areas and my immediate critical reflection to the research. For example, I have some different thinking and get information day by day, I should write them to remind myself during the time of research. The reflective logs are less formal than essays or exams, and they must be brief, critical and it is also necessary and to the point. This is an useful and effective method to collect and reflect the evidence as soon as possible which can bring many important factors to the research itself.
5.4 Journals
Journals are one of the useful methods I plan to use to collect my evidence. I will summarize former researchers’ experience and get more useful information. There are related articles in different kinds of journals that I can choose excellent information to utilize. In my opinion, it is not necessary to study every part of research, if we can find out some former experience from former articles in journals, which we can use it directly. But at the same time, we must say clearly where the ideas came from. Generally speaking, journals is an excellent method to help research more complete and more comprehensive.
5.5 Observations
Observations is a very direct method in the whole research. I know which information is useful and choose it as my research evidence. For example, I can enter into the classroom and watch the interactivities between second language teachers and primary children, knowing how the typical pedagogy methods act and popular among the students. And then, I will record these behaviors and analyze, getting the useful evidence from them. Observations method may take a lot of time, but it is a most direct method to collect the first-hand evidence, and I do not worry about its authenticity which is very important.
5.6 Visual & participatory methods.
    There are some creative tools and approaches in the method of visual and participatory which are vignettes, photos, digital cameras, visual autobiographies, poetic inquiry, arts-based research and so on. The data in this method is very rich and direct that I can get lots of evidence and consider them in to use. And at the same time, if I want to explain them into participants or others, they can understand my meaning easily. I think this method is very useful and convenience.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK31][bookmark: OLE_LINK32]6. A description of the settings in wish I plan to collect my evidence.
In this part, I want to discuss the settings in wish I plan to collect my evidence. To make the settings clear, I want to introduce in three parts.
6.1 I plan to collect my evidence in China.
In China, English as second language lesson in primary schools. In our daily life, more and more people use English as communication tool with others since there are lots of international business and public organizations. I do not want to collect my evidence in some countries which take English as their first language but only choose second language countries. I can investigate different ages of people, comparing their different aims of learning second language and different levels of acceptance. The evidence of these people is very useful to my research.
6.2 I plan to collect my evidence in various primary schools.
As what I mentioned above, there are mainly public primary schools and private schools in every province in China. In these schools, there are always different language learning pedagogies in these primary schools. why there are two different teaching methods in learning second language? which teaching methods are more suitable for primary children? Are they only in China or all the other countries? I want to make these questions clear that gain more useful information for my research. I am not sure this is a very special situation in China, but I will pay more attention about it.
6.3 I plan to collect my evidence in different background families.
Different people from different backgrounds always have different characteristic which are also showing in learning second language, I think this is a very important point that should not be ignored. That’s the reason why I want to take some samples from the different families, such as primary children from general families, single parent families, rural children left behind families and some other special families. I think primary children from different backgrounds have different learning second language abilities, so these evidence from this setting are also important to my research.
7.The ethical issues you have to consider.
The British Educational Research Association (BERA) believes that educational researchers should operate within an ethic of respect for any persons – including themselves – involved in or touched by the research they are undertaking. It is very necessary that I should have to consider the ethical issues when I operate my research, since it can do no harm to any of the participants and I think I should consider the following factors as the ethical issues.
7.1 Principal researcher’s basic information.
As a principal researcher, this part is my basic information, such as full name, E-mail address, student number, programme of study, supervisor and so forth.
7.2 approval for research activity.
This section is about some questions like “has the research activity received approval in principle?”, indicate which source of approval, such as research degrees committee. Institute research committee and so on.
7.3 internal and external ethical guidance materials.
The part asks researchers to list the documents about the core ethical guidance, which have been referred to during the completion of whole second language teaching methods research.
7.4 External collaborative research activity
External collaborative research activity includes some research activity information, such as “Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?”, “Is your research externally funded?” and contact person name, contact person e-mail address and so forth.
7.5 details of research activity
Such as indicative title, proposed start and end date and the important sections are research introduction, research activity purpose, research question, research activity aims and objectives, etc. At the same time, research activity outside of the UK is also asked, I want to operate my research in China that I should pay attention on this question.
7.6 Scope of research activity
There are so many yes or no questions about research activities which mainly about the use of methods to collect evidence like questionnaire, interviews, diaries and video or audio recording. And then in the research, we should pay attention about whether the investigation includes illegal activities, administration of any substance, working with vertebrate animals and so on.
7.7 Intended participants.
In this section, it mainly about the participants information. Firstly, there are some basic information about age, prisoners, young offenders. Furthermore, I should determine how many participants are expected. Then there are so many yes, no and N/A questions for participants, such as telling participants that their participation is voluntary, they may withdraw the data about themselves, etc.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK39][bookmark: OLE_LINK40]7.8 Anticipated risks
To reduce any risks, we should consider anticipated risks as comprehensive as possible. In this section, it is necessary to make a full risk assessment which includes risks to participant, risks to investigator and university/institutional risks and so forth.
7.9 feedback, consent and confidentiality
We should offer the feedback to the participants, inform potential participants. And at the same time, we should mark confidentiality or anonymity.
7.10 Data protection and storage
[bookmark: OLE_LINK41][bookmark: OLE_LINK42]During the process of participants’ investigation, there may be some personal information which the participants do not want others to know about, so we should mark these materials personal data and protect in a correct way.
7.11 declaration
This is the last section that identify any risks and issues related to the research activities, the researcher should signature and write down the date.
8.The methods I expect to use to analyze the evidence I collect.
To analyze the evidence I collect, I must use the scientific and effective methods which can achieve twice the result with half the effort.
8.1 Qualitative data analysis.
As Miles mentioned that qualitative data analysis is “an attractive nuisance” (Miles 1979, cited in Robson 2011:465), and the researchers can find out unforeseen problems, danger of overload, no ‘universally accepted’ rules through it. While Fetterman mentioned quality of the researcher as important as the quality of the data - “first and foremost, analysis is a test of the ability to think – to process information in a meaningful and useful manner” (Fetterman 1998, cited in Robson 2011:467). In my research process, qualitative data analysis is one of the important methods to analyze the evidence which I should describe, classify, interpret them and at last, get the useful conclude to my research.
8.2 Case study.
Case study is used to describe the existing condition of a particular case. In fact, during the numerous cases situation, the researcher must pay attention to some individual and particular case with special characteristics. I think the researcher should not ignore any case in the process. From where Haryanto Atmowardoyo stand, he mentioned from 30 articles in teaching English as foreign language, there are six of them (20%) are case studies. During the investigation period, not only choose the positive case, neutral and negative case also could be taken into consideration. Only compare different types of data, there comes the more valuable conclusions.
8.3 Error analysis.
In 1970s, Corder and Richards proposed the definition of error analysis and this term is used to refer to linguistic errors by second language learners, which includes 4 sections, such as data collection, errors in coding process, classification of errors and error frequency. In my research, I should considerate all of them that reveal primary children how to learn second language. But at the same time, I also consider grammatical errors.
8.4 Research and development.
The method of research and development is a kind of methods that used in business sector originally, but for teaching English as a foreign language, we also take it as a way to analyze the evidence. Simply speaking, in my research, I will collect, analyze my evidence, and conclude some original conclusions. In the next step, I will do some further research, that means I will develop my conclusion and propose more valuable suggestion in my research.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9. The timetable for the proposed project.
An excellent research must have a rigid timetable in plan. In my timetable, I have 5 steps to complete my research within high quality and effective.
Week 1 – Week 3: literature review.
Week 4 – Week 7: Data collection.
Week 8 – Week 11: Data Analyze.
Week 12 – Week 16: Write up.
Week 16: Submission.


