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ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Tasks

Part 1

They think in Iceland and other similar countries, that it is very important that children play outdoors in their life. Even some government papers state that outdoor play is good for children. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) say that in curriculum guidelines, the outdoors is a learning environment for children, and it makes them think positively about their natural world and culture, it is also a place that promotes things like exercising and healthy living for them.
This emphasises that outdoor learning has been happening for a long time, in Iceland from a young age children one to six years old, play outside every day in schools. But it is a bit different for children aged six to sixteen, as they only get to play outside with their friends when it is playtime. We do not  know much about what teachers do outside to help the children’s learning, but, there will be very different methods used, depending on the teacher and the  school that they are in. There are signs in Iceland that teachers are using the outdoors more than they used to. In the capital of Iceland, Reyjkavik, 70 percent of schools say they take education outdoors quite frequently (Oladottir, 2008). 






Adapted from: 
Norodahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2013) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.





Part 2a
This essay will talk about Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network it says “it is an inspirational process  that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities, to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). People are worried that children in schools recently do not get to go to woodlands and outdoor environments like their parents did because, they are too worried that something will happen to them. O’Brien and Murray (2006) think that children have a variety of activities indoors.
There is research that shows that if they do not go to a woodland environment when they are young, then they will not go when they are grown up, and therefore miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of nature, (Ward Thompson et al, 2004). That is because learning outdoors is a lot different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Assembly Government are encouraging teachers to go to Forest Schools, especially at the Foundation Phase.  




Reference List:  
Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government.  
Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. (2004) Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh. 
E. O'Brien and R. Murray (2006). A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research. 



 

Part 2b 
Question 1
If you fail to acknowledge or give credit to the source, that is used  in your academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism (P.Org, 2017) . This means using someone else’s work, to be passed off as your own and lying about it. This is a very serious offence in academic writing, because it can be seen as cheating ( Cottrell,2008 ). If any students are caught plagiarising, it is then considered an academic offense. Students can avoid plagiarising by using referencing as a way to present ideas and arguments in their assignments, and acknowledge every bit of information in their work (University of Wales, 2013).
Question 2 
 It is false to presume that one technique is used when referencing different pieces of written work, they must be appropriately written and credited, an example would be when using a long quotation, first you must indent the paragraph when including it, as it is too long to be defined as a direct quotation, which would also be referenced differently to long quotations (University of Wales, 2013).
Question 3
To believe that using Wikipedia as a reliable source for any academic writing is false. This is because ‘articles can be written by anyone, not necessarily a world expert’ (Coomer, 2013). This suggests that Wikipedia is not always accurate as anyone can edit the writing and put their own comments on it. Also Choi (2011) states that if you use Wikipedia for research for academic writing, students could be breaking copyright laws and this could put them in a lot of trouble .
Question 4
Instructions how to present a very long quotation
1)  To begin you introduce the quote with a short sentence in the essay. 
2) You then place quotation marks on the quote as you place the quote on a new line. 
3) Next, you must indent the quote to one inch from the left-hand margin.
4) Next put in the date and citation at the end of the quote, these will be things such as author and the date it was written. 
5) Finally if you are quoting paragraphs more than once, just indent the paragraph’s first line a quarter inch (The Open University, 2018 ).
Question 5
  To conduct research for an academic assignment, first you will need to establish what  subject you will be writing about, then use sources that are acceptable for academic study, for example the library for books, journals, articles, newspapers but not red top papers, search engines such as Google Scholar.  Once all the information has been accumulated from the chosen subject for your academic assignment, then it can be written using all the identified sources , to support and show understanding in academic writing.  



 






















Part 3 
A critical response to, The Welsh Journal of Education
Emma Smith the author of this article, is a Professor of Education from the University of Birmingham. Smith’s background knowledge suggests that she has a well rounded cognition of education. It discusses some of the already existing ‘underachievement’ of students’ academic performance in Wales and compared it to that of England, whilst taking into account the pupils social class, gender and the academic performance ‘national tests’ of Key Stage Three school examination of the two countries. Steering to possible trends, the article leads to the debate of  whether students are being schooled to fail.  This is considered from a Welsh perspective.
To begin with Smith ( 2005) shows the reader the purpose of the article, by expressing that some commentators have claimed that standards in British schools have reached an ‘unacceptable’ level (Smith, 2005. P.85).  She uses subjective language to expresses the need for the UK to become competitive on a global scale and the need for economic growth since the second World War. This is  due  to factors such as factories closing, and investors having less security when investing into the economy (Smith, 2005). However  Smith (2005) objectively states that  the Wales education system may be  being schooled to fail, but was more complex and not as strait forward as it seemed resulting from all this. There are three main key arguments, and from this Smith’s (2005) intentions are clear. For example the first is in table form, ‘regional performances’ related to the social and economic factors in Wales compared to the North East of England. Smith, (2005) expresses that as a whole it would be unfair to compare them both as there is a huge gap in population, for example there are three million in Wales compared to England which has fifty million. A comparison between these different population sizes would be unfavourable for Wales.  The authors intentions are to deliberately make the reader think about statistics and persuade them to her thinking in a structured way to illustrate that there is a clear problem and the evidence supporting this is convincing. On the other hand, the second comparison is then made due to similarity in region. Smith, (2005) can compare the East of England to Wales with the ‘ unachievable students’ by their gender and economically, to get fair comparison, this highlights a good start to the reader that maybe Wales are not schooled to fail and have been unfairly compared. It pulls the reader in to read more, and uses a lot of persuasive language. It is a clear problem stated by the author who has cleverly built up to this part of the article, to make the reader want to read more. To help with this argument the evidence of  the bench mark for GCSE grades A -C* results has been used.  It address that GCSE results for fifteen year old pupils form Wales and England 1999 to 2003 show hardly any difference between them, and in fact Wales are better academically compared to the North East of England, so this may start to suggest that Wales may not be schooled to fail? But to appropriately compare within a region would make more sense.  Lastly for the third topic ‘Welsh’, Smith (2005) highlights, that due to changes to the examining body WJEC, a BTEC science qualification, for example, can be all course work and no exams. This could be why Welsh students would rather complete the BTEC qualification than a GCSE , and that is maybe why the ‘Welsh’ are underachieving academically, as students would rather complete course work than sit an examination on an intermediate level, so less pupils will enter the GCSE exam, so this may effect the overall results. However the author in the following final paragraph of the article, describes how critics say that not only are Wales putting on a media frenzy about ‘underachieving students’ they are also under the scope for female verses boys on academic performances.  For example an achievement gap between both sexes and that boys are way below girls when it comes to, academic achievements in GCSE examination results and everyone is panicking over this ,but (Smith 2005. Pg.92) starts an convincing argument to leave the reader with.  This seems a valid one too, she states that yes there is a small gap of 10 percent between the girls and boys performances but surly that is not enough for everyone to have a meltdown or label boys in Wales as ‘underachieving’ . Smith’s (2005) use of percentage is convincing as it is a small statistic however over the whole of Wales ten percent might be a lot, she uses good wording with this rather than say a figure.
Therefore  throughout this article the author has been consistent , with arguments, organises the reader’s thoughts by drawing the reader from each paragraph, linking them neatly and organising the reader’s thought process along the way. Although Smith (2005) gives a good background and tries to simplify the data for a person to understand her point in the written text and a lot of statistics and arguments are evident to her article and backed up with appropriate references, it gives the whole article a very good well rounded argument.  Her use of paragraphs are too large and the vocabulary would make it hard for a non-expert to read. Some of the written text is very negative and subjective and shows bias in some parts. For example her definitive remarks that ‘the underachievement debate is a under achievable issue in education today’ (Smith,2005. P. 86).She also states that there is a lot of work to be done but expresses that stepping stones should be put in place that stand out in the ‘underachieving’.
To conclude , it is still unclear what the term is meant by ‘underachieving’  the article itself is an interesting read, with a lot of good points made by Smith.  However a bit more clarification is needed to highlight the problems Wales is facing currently in education. The article should have maybe focused on background and poverty in Wales, rather than trying to outline them and look up the statistics of the results of WJEC. However this still leaves the question ‘how do we measure ‘underachievement’ in a way that is excepted by society?’  Arguably the status ‘underachieving’ will not be agreed by everyone. furthermore there is no evidence that Wales is schooled to fail. 








Reference list

Backgroundcheckall.(2017) ’Academicbackground7’.
https://backgroundcheckall.com/academic-background-7/  {Accessed:1st November 2018}.

P.Org, (2017) ’What is Plagiarism?’.
https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-plagiarism  {Accessed: 3rd November 2018}.

Cottrell, S.(2008) The study skills handbook (3rd edition), Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan. {accesses 4th November 2018}

University of Wales, T. S. D., 2013. School of Social Justice and Inclusion Handbook , Carmarthernshire : University of Wales, Trinity Saint David.{acessed 4th november 2018}

Smith, E. (2005) ‘Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales’, The Welsh Journal of Education, 13, pp.84-102. {accessed 3rd November 2018}
Bailey, J. (2016) Why Do Students Not Understand Plagiarism?
https://www.plagiarismtoday.com/2016/09/01/why-dont-students-understand-plagiarism/
{Accessed: 18th November, 2018}

University of Bristol, (2002-2015) A guide to Referencing Academic Work
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/exercises/referencing/referencing%20skills/page_03.htm
{Accessed: 12th November 2018}

Coomer, A (2013) Should University students use Wikipedia? 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2013/may/13/should-university-students-use-wikip234redia {Accessed: 18th November 2018}

Choi, E (2011) Should students be allowed to use Wikipedia as a source?
http://www.scmp.com/article/965525/should-students-be-allowed-use-wikipedia-source {Accessed: 19th November 2018}

Pears, R & Shields, G. (2017) Cite them right: the essential referencing guide. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan {Accessed: 20st November 2018}

The Open University (2018) ‘Using Quotations’. https://www2.open.ac.uk/students/skillsforstudy/using-quotations.php { Accessed 13th November 2018 }


[bookmark: _GoBack]





















Bibliography


Cottrell, S. (2013) The Study skills handbook (4th ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan. {Accessed: 08th November 2018}
Burns, T. & Sinfiels, S. (2016) Essential Study skills: The complete guide to success at university (4th ed ). London: Sage. {Accessed: 8th November 2018}
Harrison, M., Jackman, V, and Paterson. K. (2012) Improve your grammar. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan. {Accessed: 3rd November 2018}
Moore, S., Neville, C. and Murphy, M.  (2010) The ultimate study skills handbook. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill, Open University Press. {Accessed: 14th November 2018}
Bedford, D. and Wilson, E. (2009). Study skills for part-time students. Harlow: Prentice Hall.                              {Accessed: 17th November 2018}
van Emden, J. & Becker, L. (2010) Presentation Skills for Students (2nd ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.{Accessed: 19th November 2018}
Smith, E. (2005) ‘Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales’, The Welsh Journal of Education, 13, pp.84-102. {Accessed: 18th October 2017}




























11

















































































2

image1.PNG




