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[bookmark: _Toc100076774]Introduction
Vulnerability refers to the state where one is subjected to either abuse or harm from society and family members (Mackenzie, Rogers and Dodds, 2014). The following essay will discuss a case study of one of the families facing difficulties and a lot of struggles in their daily lives, thereby representing various factors of vulnerability. In the family that is being looked at, parental drug abuse is the main factor causing the effect on the whole family. The essay will discuss the impacts and the risk factors of parental drug abuse on children. It will also highlight the interventions of the social services available and evaluate the outcomes of the intervention's work. It will look into the policies and legislation supporting vulnerable children and families. 
[bookmark: _Toc100076775]Presentation of the case study: Bradford
The family is about a single mum by the name Julie who has six children. Four of them are boys, and the last two are girls. Their mother spends less time at home with the family. She uses most of her time engaging in criminal behaviour and prostitution to enable her to fund her heroin addiction. The children suffer because of parental neglection and substance abuse.
On the other hand, aunt Sonia is left to care for the children, who get overwhelmed with their care because of poverty. Poverty makes the younger children who are supposed to be in school miss most classes. The family cannot afford decent housing, and they are forced to live on marginal land that puts their house at risk of demolition. The family is also at risk because of being hurt by angry neighbours who want them out of the area because of their criminal behaviour. The elder boy Tom is caught in criminal behaviour that sends him to an offending team. The youngest child, who needs to be checked regularly, misses necessary immunisations that, put her life at risk of being infected or attacked by various diseases that can be prevented from immunisation. This makes the whole family members vulnerable.
[bookmark: _Toc100076776]Family facing adversity -The risk factors of vulnerability
 The family in the case study was facing various adversities because the parents were separated and the family could not get the full support of all the parents as a result of domestic abuse. The single mum of the six children, Julie was involved in the abuse of heroin substances and prostitution. This makes her children vulnerable because their parent is not in the right mind to take care of them. The children cannot, therefore, get psychological support and moral support from their parents. Since most of the funds are wasted on drugs, the family cannot be able to afford the normal life of the average like the basic needs needed for the family for survival. The children cannot get the protection that they need because of the bad company from their mother. The children were also neglected by their parents since they were left in the care of their aunty Sonia who got overwhelmed and the firstborn was sent into an offending system because of less attention that the child was accorded.
[bookmark: _Toc100076777]The impact of these factors on the child/children's health and wellbeing
There are a lot of risk factors that the children will be exposed to because, as stated in the children’s Act 1989, a child in need cannot afford a quality life without the intervention of the local authority. The above case study exposes several risk factors like domestic abuse, poverty, sexual abuse, and poor physical and mental health, among other risk factors (Lander, Howsare and Byrne, 2013).
The family was having difficulties as their parents were involved in misunderstandings, and they could not raise their children in a complete family. This exposed the children to mental torture or domestic abuse because of a lack of love from both parents (Lee, Fang and Luo, 2013). The mother's parental substance abuse and prostitution exposed the children to criminal behaviour because they lacked a parent to guide them. This means that the children would also turn into drug addicts because the more they get exposed to drugs, the more they get to use the substances, hence, becoming drug addicts. This risks the mental and physical health of the children. 
The children also get exposed to poverty, which might make most of them indulge in criminal behaviour since the parent wastes all the money on drug abuse. This would make them lose their lives because of the brutality that they receive from the neighbouring community. The little girl being the younger ones in the family with no morals would suffer the risk of being abused sexually hence endangering their lives (Lander, Howsare and Byrne, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc100076778]Process of intervention 
The process of intervention begins with a referral whereby the relevant bodies are notified of the vulnerable families (HM Government, 2022). In the case study, the children became the subject of assessment as they were considered to be in need as per the Children act 1989. The practitioners began by assessing if the children were in need and whether they required accommodation and care. After ascertaining all these, they decided to come to the rescue of the vulnerable family. 
[bookmark: _Toc100076779]Policies and legislation supporting vulnerable children and families
Various policies protect vulnerable children. The children Act 1989 states that children should be safeguarded (Masson, 2014). All the children should belong to a family and therefore gives the local authority powers to work in multi-agency to ensure all the children are safe. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) has given the government the duty of ensuring that vulnerable children are supported and get the help they need (Williams, 2013). This ensures the children fully attend school and are also protected from any harm. Equality Act 2010 also applies in the case study. The Act states that all children should be given equal care (Hargreaves et al., 2014). This act is displayed when the eldest son Tom was given a chance to reform in the offending team while the siblings were taken to school
[bookmark: _Toc100076780]Current policy and the roles of multi-disciplinary services within the case study and the potential impact of their actions on the children, young people and family
Based on the case study, the family and the children were all vulnerable people, and they were all required to be taken care of. The intervention took care of the family by providing shelter to them that they were to live in under the condition that they change their behaviour. 
The intervention helped their mother, Julie, get out of drug addiction and was also taught the simple parenting skills that helped change the family's behaviour. On the other hand, the intervention took their aunt Sonia to work in Family Links Nurturing Programme, which deals with the parenting skills that enabled the change in the family's overall behaviour and full employment that improved their daily income. The intervention also enabled the children to attend almost 90 per cent improving their quality of life. Having evaluated the above case study and the actions taken by the intervention services, it would also be better if the government build more intervention centres within the community to enable the identify vulnerable families on time before things get out of hand. This is because they restore the broken family and give them the chance of enjoying lives as normal families.
[bookmark: _Toc100076781]Conclusion and Recommendation
Every individual deserves to be taken care of. The parents should always try to work out their issues in the family in order to avoid domestic abuse and endangering the lives of the children. The community should also work hand in hand with the intervention programs to enable them to quickly identify vulnerable members before the situations get worse. The intervention centres should also make sure that the members of the society are well educated on the importance of taking care of vulnerable families and children so that the number of vulnerable members in the society is minimised.
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Vulnerability and family facing adversity 

Vulnerability refers to the state where one is subjected to either abuse or harm from society and family members.



Vulnerability is related to number of factors, including:
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Bradford’s Family Case Study

The family is about a single mum “Julie” who has six children, 4 boys and 2 girls. Their mother spends less time at home with the family. She’s often engaged in criminal behavior and prostitution to enable her to fund her heroin addiction. The children suffer because of parental neglection and substance abuse. Besides, aunt Sonia is left to care for the children, who get overwhelmed with their care because of poverty. 

Poverty makes the younger children who are supposed to be in school miss most classes. The family cannot afford decent housing, and they are forced to live on marginal land that puts their house at risk of demolition. 

Environmental factor lead the family to be at risk because of being hurt by angry neighbors who want them out of the area because of their criminal behavior. 

The elder boy Tom is caught in criminal behavior that sends him to an offending team. 

The youngest child, who needs to be checked regularly, misses necessary immunizations that put her life at risk of being infected or attacked by various. 

                                                                                                                             (Troubled Families Case Studies, 2012)







Parental substance misuse

The separation of the parents didn’t help the family members to get the full support as a result of domestic abuse. 

The single mum was involved in the abuse of heroin substances and prostitution. This makes her children vulnerable because their parent is not in the right mind to take care of them. 

The children can’t get psychological support and moral support from their parents.

All funds are wasted on drugs, and the family cannot be able to afford the normal life of the average like the basic needs needed for the family for survival. 



(Troubled Families Case Studies, 2012)





The main issue/factor

The main issue in Bradford’s family is: 

The children cannot get the protection they need because of the bad company from their mother. 

The children were also neglected by their parents since they were left in the care of their aunty Sonia who got overwhelmed and the firstborn was sent into an offending system because of less attention that the child was accorded.









The impact of the factor/s of vulnerabilities in your case studies on children’s health and wellbeing 


The Bradford’s case study exposes several risk factors like domestic abuse, poverty, sexual abuse, and poor physical and mental health, among other risk factors. 

The parents were involved in misunderstandings, and they could not raise their children in a complete family. This exposed the children to mental torture or domestic abuse because of a lack of love from both parents.

 The youngest child, who needs to be checked regularly, misses necessary immunizations that, put her life at risk of being infected or attacked by various diseases that can be prevented from immunisation. This makes the whole family members vulnerable. 









(Mackenzie, Rogers and Dodds, 2014) 

(Lee, Fang and Luo, 2013) 











The impact of parental substance misuses on child and young people 

The elder boy Tom is caught in criminal behavior that sends him to an offending team.

The children also get exposed to poverty, which might make most of them indulge in criminal behavior since the parent wastes all the money on drug abuse. This would make them lose their lives because of the brutality that they receive from the neighboring community. The little girl being the younger ones in the family with no morals would suffer the risk of being abused sexually hence endangering their lives 



 (Lander, Howsare and Byrne, 2013)





Children Act 1989 

As stated in the children’s Act 1989, a child in need cannot afford a quality life without the intervention of the local authority. 

Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 places a duty on LAs to investigate and make inquiries into the circumstances of children considered to be at risk.

These inquiries indicate the need, to decide what action, if any, it may need to take to safeguard and promote the child’s welfare.



(Children Act, 1989)





The process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies and results. 

In Bardford’s case study, the children became the subject of assessment as they were considered to be in need as per the Children Act 1989. 

Based on the assessment framework, it showed lack of parental capacity, lack of  family and environmental support and children developmental needs. Therefore, the practitioners began by assessing if the children were in need and whether they required accommodation and care. After determining all these, they decided to come to the rescue of the vulnerable family. 









(HM Government, 2022)

(Children Act, 1989)





The policy and legislation related to the case

The children Act 1989 states that children should be safeguarded where all the children should belong to a family. This displayed in the intervention and took care of the family by providing shelter to them that they were to live in under the condition that they change their behavior. 

The intervention helped their mother, Julie, get out of drug addiction and was also taught the simple parenting skills that helped change the family's behaviour. 

The intervention took their aunt Sonia to work in Family Links Nurturing Programme, which deals with the parenting skills that enabled the change in the family's overall behaviour and full employment that improved their daily income. 







       (Hargreaves et al., 2014) 

       (Masson, 2014)







The policy and legislation related to the case

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) has given the government the duty of ensuring that vulnerable children are supported and get the help they need. This policy also enabled the children to attend almost 90 per cent improving their quality of life. 

Equality Act 2010 also applies in the case study. The Act states that all children should be given equal care (Hargreaves et al., 2014). This act is displayed when the eldest son Tom was given a chance to reform in the offending team while the siblings were taken to school



(Williams, 2013)





Conclusion

Main aim of intervention and social policies is to ensure that everyone in society lives in peace and harmony away from conflicts. 

Social policies help in increasing life skills or changing behavior to increase life options. promoting independence and inter-dependence. 

The effectiveness of the work of the social services is justified by theories, such as Maslow's hierarchy of Needs (1954) 

A good grasp of theory helps the social workers better understand complex human behaviors and social environments, which influence their clients' lives and problems and provide purpose and control by using research-based scientific evidence in theory.











Recommendations 

Social services have an important role in helping the people to improve the quality of life by creating awareness and to safeguard and promote the welfare of vulnerable children and adults.  



The community should also work hand in hand with the intervention programs to enable them to quickly identify vulnerable members before the situations get worse. 



The intervention centers should also make sure that the members of the society are well educated on the importance of taking care of vulnerable families and children so that the number of vulnerable members in the society is minimized.
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