Global perspectives on education

Article 28 of the UNCRC states: 

‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this “.

With this article in mind this assignment will critically evaluate the barriers faced by children in poorer countries to access education. It will focus on one chosen country and compare its education system and barriers with that of a more affluent country. The focus for this assignment is the country of Brazil, highlighting in particular the struggles faced in Rio de Janeiro. A city which has many problems with children accessing education. This south American country has issues with poverty, drug problems and gang violence.
Brazil is a country in South America and is the continents biggest country. It is also the fifth largest country in terms of population and size. Brazil has a population of 210 million people. Rio de Janeiro is one of the most famous cities within Brazil and has a population of 6.3 million. In Rio, 1.5 million, about 24% of the population live in slums called favelas. In these favelas 30% have poor sanitation and are not connected to a formal sanitation system. The children living in these conditions are not having their most basic needs catered for. According to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs to be able to learn and develop we need to feel safe and have our health looked after. The first two tiers of Maslow’s hierarchy are not being met as they are physiological needs and safety needs. As stated by Mcleod (2007) “One must satisfy lower level basic needs before progressing on to meet higher level growth needs.” With a lack of sanitation and poor housing children in the Favelas do not have proper shelter, food, clean water or clean washing provisions. Poor Brazilians move to the cities to gain employment and help their situation. They end up in poor housing in poverty-stricken areas. These poor conditions lead to poor health and violent crimes. In Rio 3 times more, people are killed on average per year by police then in the entire USA. There are 37 murders per 100,000 people in Rio compared with 1.9 per 100,000 in London. 
When comparing these statistics to those in Wales there are many differences. The population of Wales is 3 million. The biggest city, Cardiff, has an average population of 360,000. In Brazil the biggest city, Sao Paulo, has an average population of 12.11 million. Brazil is ranked 5th in the world for country size whereas Wales ranked within Great Britain comes in at 78. 
Comparisons between Wales and Brazil also highlight differences in life expectancy and unemployment. Wales has an average life expectancy of 81.3 years this compares with Brazil of 75.2 years. As well as life expectancy Brazil has higher unemployment rates averaging at 13.4% compared with Wales lower unemployment rate of 4.6%. 

With highly populated cities, higher violent crime rates and higher unemployment Brazils children face many barriers to accessing an education. In this assignment the specific barriers children in the Favelas of Rio de Janeiro face in their daily lives which impact on their education will be discussed and evaluated. Do the children in Rio have their rights met? How can richer countries help and make an impact in these poverty-stricken areas? How can the UNCRC right to education be upheld and honoured in countries such as Brazil?
The Education system in Brazil is split into public and private schools. Public schools received their budget through the government. Private schools are funded through the private sector, they are superior but costly. Children in the Favelas can only afford to attend public sector schools. In Wales there are some private sector schools but the majority of schooling is through public sector schools. These like Brazil are funded through the government with grants and budgets allocated to different areas. 
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When looking at funding comparisions between the countries there can be seen marked differences. According to UNESCO institute for statistics government spending per student in primary as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (see chart 1 above) Brazil spend 19.59% whereas in the United Kingdom spending was 25.39%. This indicates that the United Kingdom spend more in education then Brazil per pupil.
In Brazil compulsory schooling occurs from age 7, in Wales this age is set at 4 years, with children attending elementary school from age 6-14 years of age. After 14 children progress to High school until they are 17. This is similar to a sixth form in Wales. Finally, children in Brazil can continue on to higher education, which would be similar to a university or college in Wales. Even though schooling is compulsory in Brazil from age 7 to 14 years this is seldom enforced especially in rural areas where the children are expected to go out to work. In the favelas in Rio this is also a problem for the children. According to Khanna (2016) “child workers, far more in demand for menial jobs, earn for their households instead of going to school.” This leads to high rates of illiteracy and unemployment in Brazil, which in turn leads to less schooling as the children are brought into the work sector to bring in extra money. It is a circle of poverty and deprivation that is hard to break within the Favelas. The UNCRC right of the child is not being enforced as the children do not have access to an education and are forced into work. They are not having their best interests taken into account. 
Within Wales there are strict employment laws that bar the use of child labour. These laws govern and restrict the age an employer can be employed from and also the number of hours they are allowed to work in a given week. The youngest a child can work is from 13 years old and they are not allowed to work more than 12 hours a week or 25 hours during school holidays. In Brazil children under 14 are allowed to work if they are working in for an apprenticeship. Although this law is stated by the Brazilian government, a report by Azevedo for the child rights international network (2010) stated “Brazil is party to many important conventions and international treaties on children's rights, what is guaranteed by law is not yet a reality for most children in the country.” This would indicate that although they follow the UNCRC rights of the child and have laws in place to protect children the urban poverty and issues surrounding it can prevent the ideologies from being enforced for the children of areas such as Rio’s Favelas.
Urban poverty is a major issue for the children of the Favelas in Rio. The living conditions and day to day struggles the families face mean accessing education is not realistic for these children. The children can be forced into labour to try to bring in extra income for the family. In the Favelas there is a lack of sanitation and clean drinking water. With daily struggles for food and shelter it means the children lack the capacity for learning. Poverty has a knock-on effect on education in many ways. One reason according to Birdsall and Sabot (pg10, 1996) is that “the poor are less likely to know about the high returns to schooling, so that even if a family has the resources, it might not spend them on schooling”. If the Favelas families do not recognise the benefits of sending their children to school then they are not going to want them to engage in education and need to be convinced of the benefits to allow their children to go. The children may be working and bringing in an income which the family would loose out on is their children attend school. With poverty and finances such a big issue in the favelas, loosing an income would plunge families into further poverty. This is at odds with the UNCRC rights of the child and inhibits its work to help these struggling families. The education accessible to the poor in the favelas is often poor quality and is therefore not valued by families. “Public schools are often not up to the task of preparing students for their future journeys through life. Instructors are underpaid and unmotivated. “states the Symphasis foundation (2018).
The urban poverty and population density also bring about other problems within the Favelas of Rio. Gang violence and drugs are a huge issue and have an impact on the education of children. Rival drug gangs regularly have shoot outs in the favelas meaning schools have to shut or be placed in lock down. What is suppose to be seen as a place of safety becomes a place of terror for these children as they are locked into the school for their safety. There are great risks at going to and from school for these children as well as they may be caught in cross fire from rival gangs. With such risks to their lives and the lives of those around them there is a great impact on their capacity to learn and develop. Their foremost needs, according to Maslow, to enable them to grow and be educated are not being met. Their rights according to the UNCRC are being violated due to the safety risks they encounter on a daily basis. It is no wonder that these children struggle to thrive in education when faced with such adversities.
The violence within the Favelas in Rio flares up with intense gun battles between rival gangs and police. Most recently in September 2017, the army were called in after a week of gun battles between gangs in the biggest Favelas in Rio, the Rochinha favela. According to Phillips (2017) “Piles of garbage were set on fire on Rocinha streets, and schools, businesses and a major road tunnel closed.” Living in these conditions of fear, violence and survival it is not surprising education takes a back step. During tensions and gun battles schools are forced to shut or families will feel it is a risk for their children to travel to school. Griffin (2015) states “The dangers for students are particularly acute in densely populated areas that have become militarised as authority’s grapple with urban crime.” Not only the gang violence that threatens the children’s education but also the battles these gangs have with the army who are trying to win back control over these conflict torn zones. Another problem with the prevalent gang wars and violence is when the children get brought into it. Being involved in the violence and drug dealing brings financial rewards and means the children see little value in education. The money they make through drug dealing is hard to reject in favour of education when gangs and violence are what they have been brought up with. “drug trafficking offers children and adolescents what society fails to offer them: status, money, access to consumer goods and the prospect of upward mobility in a world that children from the favela understand” believes 
So, what is being to help these children overcome such adversities and access education in a safety? There have been many schemes set in place in the favelas in Rio to assist children to thrive and access education. To help enable them to climb out of the poverty cycle and escape the violence.

Schemes have been set up in the Favelas in Rio by charities and government alike. Specific groups target specific issues and difficulties and assist the children in achieving an education. A report by Plano cde (2017) believes “Education decisions, both regarding schools and out of school offerings, are significantly impacted by financial and logistical access barriers”. By overcoming these it is hoped these children will be able to access an education without fear or barrier. The projects are often funded by UNESCO and other children’s charities. They organise initiatives and projects within the favelas funded by charitable donations from richer countries.
The Edisca project, in conjunction with UNESCO (united nations educational, scientific and cultural organisation) was set up to help the children in the slums overcome barriers and achieve. “Edisca was founded in 1992 by the Brazilian prima ballerina, Dora Andrade. It uses the discipline of ballet and dance as a means to get street and slum children away from drugs, prostitution and violence and focus their attention on improving their lives.” UNESCO (2018). The children would be taught dance alongside more formal subjects and receive a meal in school. Pupils from the school have gone on to be school teachers and dance teachers. The scheme is run as a charity and encourages families to send their children into school and away from the streets. It currently has 280 pupils who are learning literacy and numeracy and dance.
Another UNESCO supported project was developed in 2000, called making room project. Its aim was to open up schools and colleges on the weekends. Children were taught who may have been working during school hours. Mainstream subjects are taught as well as dance instruction. The aim of the scheme was to help those who could not access education in the weeks and also to take them off the streets and away from temptations such as drugs and gangs.
Other projects in the favelas, Rio include sport related project to encourage children to participate in healthy hobbies and keep them away from the streets and violence.

Alongside charitable projects, there are also charities working with Brazils government to improve the education of the favelas children. Educateachild work to enrol and retain children in education in Brazil “The partnership allows us to work with government towards the integration of policies and intervention strategies that support out of school children. Our completed project with Todos Pela Educação centred on advocacy initiatives to mobilise resources for school inclusion, retention and education quality for the country’s out of school children.  By working with governments and charities in producing projects and policies that help and improve the education available to children. 
Within Wales charities and government work together to improve the lives of children in poverty. Wales is without the gang violence issues of Rio but there are families in poverty that need extra help and assistance. Children in wales can access free school meals and benefits to help keep them in education and learning. In college students from poorer families can access EMA which is paid to the student to support them in college and make sure they continue their education.
In the UNCRC rights there is an expectation that richer countries should do all they can to help the children in poorer countries. Does this happen in Brazils favelas? There are many charities that help to raise money for the poor in the favelas. ActionAid funds community projects to keep the children off the streets and out of drug gangs. Children and their families attend classes and are taught cookery, music and sport alongside mainstream subjects to ensure they finish their education. Other charities involved in projects within the Favelas are UNICEF, save the children as well as ActionAid. The projects need to be effective in their aims to help the children attend education and learn. Projects rely on funding to be able to exist so are dependant on richer countries help. Another way richer countries can help areas such as the favelas is through volunteer schemes. Project favela and community in action both run volunteer opportunities. They support teachers from abroad coming to help teach in the favelas. This enables the students to gain support from professional teachers and allows the teachers to be educated in the difficulties these students have. It helps to educate other countries on the issues and problems faced in the favelas.
Do the schemes and projects help the favelas children? The impact of these policies and projects is hard to evaluate. The schemes if well run with government support and well structured can benefit and give hope to the children. In enabling the children to access education it will give them a way out of the poverty and poor living conditions. Issues with charitable schemes and projects comes from their funding. If the charity does not have enough money to run the project it has to be shut down. A long-term approach needs to be developed to produce long term benefits and make a difference to the favelas children. To sustain the projects set up by overseas aid policies to raise money for the poorest citizens needs to be established within the country. As well as support from foreign aid internal policies to support the improvement of the favelas and raise funds needs to be established. An approach to combat the violent, poverty-stricken conditions needs to be established for a long-term approach to succeed. The Brazilian government has made some steps to improve conditions and education with increasing investment. The government is creating more institutions of primary and secondary learning. Khanna (2016) states “In 2011, the government spent around 6.1 percent of its GDP on education, a large sum for a developing country to invest in one sector. UNESCO, too, is playing its role with campaigns such as Edisca and Making Room, aimed at refocusing youth attention towards the arts and away from drugs and other harmful behaviours. With these measures, it is possible that the children of the streets will grow to escape the favelas and the cycle of poverty.” Giving the children of the favelas the hope to achieve and escape their poverty through education will help improve the conditions for those in the favelas. Richer countries input through charitable schemes is also critical in this journey to improved conditions and meeting the expectations of the UNCRC rights of the child. Educating those children in richer countries as to the situations those in poorer countries live in through the teaching of ESDGC (education for sustainable and global citizenship) will ensure children throughout the globe will develop into ethical and informed citizens.
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