

	Paradigm
	Ontology
	Epistemology
	Theoretical perspective
	Methodology
	Possible methods

	Positivist
	Single reality or truth
	Reality can be measured; hence, focus on reliable and valid tools to obtain that. Verification of predictive theories.

	Positivism / post-positivism
	Experimental / survey
	Usually quantitative – sampling, measurement, statistical analysis, focus group interview

	Constructivist
               Interpretivist
	No single reality or truth. Reality created/constructed by individuals in groups via subjective meanings/ actions.
	Reality needs to be interpreted, used to discover underlying meaning of events and activities. Findings ‘created’ by the researcher based on this understanding.
	Interpretivisms
Phenomenology / Hermeneutics
Critical Inquiry
Feminism
	Ethnography
Grounded theory
Phenomenology
Heuristic inquiry
Action research
Discourse analysis
	Usually qualitative – interview, observation, case study, life history, narrative, theme identification

	Pragmatism
	Reality is constantly renegotiated, debated, interpreted in light of its usefulness, reality is what is useful


	Solves problems, finding out is the means, change is the aim
The best method is the one that works

	Pragmatism, research through design
	Design-based research, action research
	Mixed methods 
Combination of any of the above and others

	Subjectivism
	Reality is what we perceive it to be





	All knowledge is a matter of perspective




	Postmodernism
Structuralism
Post-structuralist

	Discourse theory
Genealogy
Deconstruction 
	Autoethnography
Literary analysis

	Critical Realism 
	Realist ontology (there is something to find out about).  Objective, external, independent. 
	Relativistic epistemology (different people will come to know different things in different ways).
Knowledge is historically situated and transient; facts are social constructions.
	Combines positivist and constructivist ideas; seeks to explain observed phenomena through processes of inference.
	Experimental / survey
	Reproductive, in-depth
historically situated
analysis of pre-existing
structures and emerging
agency. Range of
methods and data types
to fit subject matter.





