The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith is often cited as a classic example of a postmodern picture book because it challenges traditional storytelling conventions and encourages readers to question accepted truths.
It retells a traditional fairy tale
The story is a revision of The Three Little Pigs, taking a familiar narrative and reconstructing it from a different perspective. This reliance on an existing text is an example of intertextuality, a key postmodern feature.
It is told from the villain's perspective
Instead of hearing the pigs' version of events, readers hear the account of the wolf (Alexander T. Wolf). This reversal challenges traditional assumptions about heroes and villains.
The narrator is unreliable
The wolf claims he is innocent and that the events occurred because of a misunderstanding involving a cup of sugar and a cold. Readers must decide whether his account is believable.
It questions the idea of a single truth
The title itself suggests that there may be more than one version of the same story. The book encourages readers to recognise that stories are shaped by perspective and interpretation.
It requires active reader participation
Readers must compare the wolf's version with the traditional fairy tale they already know. Meaning is constructed through evaluation and judgement rather than simply accepting the narrator's explanation.
It uses parody
The book humorously imitates and mocks the conventions of traditional fairy tales and newspaper-style reports. Familiar events are exaggerated or reinterpreted for comic effect.
It subverts traditional fairy-tale conventions
The wolf is portrayed as a potentially sympathetic character. The pigs are not presented as entirely innocent victims. Moral boundaries become blurred.
It challenges narrative authority
The story undermines the assumption that published stories always tell the complete truth. Readers are encouraged to question whose voice is being heard and whose voice is missing.

It uses irony and humour
Much of the humour comes from the contrast between the wolf's explanations and what readers know from the original story. Readers recognise contradictions and absurdities in his account.
It depends upon intertextual knowledge
The story makes the most sense when readers are familiar with the traditional Three Little Pigs tale. Understanding arises from comparing the two versions.
It encourages multiple interpretations
Some readers may believe parts of the wolf's story, while others may reject it entirely. There is no single, definitive interpretation imposed by the text.
It questions accepted social narratives
The wolf argues that he has been unfairly represented by the media and public opinion. This invites discussion about bias, stereotypes, and the power of storytelling to shape reputation.
The illustrations contribute additional meaning
The illustrations often amplify the irony and ambiguity of the text. Readers must interpret both visual and verbal information to understand the story fully.
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs is postmodern because it employs intertextuality, parody, an unreliable narrator, multiple perspectives, irony, and reader participation. By retelling a well-known fairy tale from the wolf's point of view, the text challenges the notion of a single objective truth and encourages readers to actively construct meaning from competing versions of events.

