
[bookmark: _Int_Vu194ltj]Essay
1. Examine the importance of `policing by consent` and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_ZbcNAAuk][bookmark: _Int_XOxlHG8r]During this essay, the importance of “policing by consent” will be examined and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. 
[bookmark: _Int_UNLOhJI3]With the way that Britain conducts their policing business, it is a lot more effective than those around the world. This is through `policing by consent`, a concept which has been the central philosophy around policing in Britain for almost 200 years. (GOV UK, 2022). The notion behind this term is the belief `that for policing to be effective, there must be broad public support for a police service’s actions. ` therefore this means that the police do not demand people to be lawful through sheer force and fear, they are reviewed by the public on their legitimacy, and it is essentially controlled depending on society’s opinion on them. On the other hand, you could argue that if this is the case, how come police brutality is an ongoing issue if police are impacted depending on the public’s viewpoints towards them? How can it keep on happening if it’s the public who has the power to impact the modern-day police service? While they may be good points, the pros outweigh the cons in this topic and here’s why.
To then argue the point on the importance of this principle I will be researching information and evidence supporting both sides of the argument, ending with an overall conclusion and a final answer.
Main Body
[bookmark: _Int_CHGKzlfh][bookmark: _Int_R4s1dkqy]The history of policing by consent stems from the `Peelian Principles`. For the UK, this concept started in 1829 deriving from the approach taken by Robert Peel who was a home secretary for the Metropolitan Police service. The Peelian Principles has nine short precepts which main goal is to maintain police legitimacy and effectiveness. (Dave, 2021)
Policing by consent entirely relies on the trust that the community has in the police. To keep on top of the trust that they have in the service, a role needs to be played; the professional standards departments play that important role. This role consists of countering potentially corrupt cops by vetting them closely and keeping closer eyes on complaints and misconduct and giving those cops the correct consequences when appropriate. (College of Policing, 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_4kVOVZOQ][bookmark: _Int_GFDSUl8X]The reason why policing by consent entirely relies on the trust of the community is because the goal of policing by consent is not to catch criminals and get justice, it’s to prevent crime before it even happens and they will not be judged on the amount of arrests that they have, but more so on the absence of crime in the area. (Bauer, 2022) They do this through the constant support of the public. Majority of the public must share responsibility to preventing crime in their area. However, they will only accept this responsibility if the public trusts and supports the police. A way that the police earn this by respecting the community as if they are equal to the police officers. Keeping on top of the reputation of the police requires hard dedication, to make this easier the police aim to hire officers who truly represent and wants to help the community they govern, using force only as a last resort. (UW Police, 2022)
There have been plenty of times throughout history where there has been a lack of confidence in the police service to provide a satisfactory level of work and a serious lack of feeling safe when it comes to the minority groups and the police. Recent examples of this are the BLM movements, and the Brixton riots both which had a huge impact on the modern-day service. An example of an impact it had was the introduction of the PACE Act in 1984 which was introduced since the public had criticised the way police were allowed to conduct their business which was heavily aimed at the statistics in stop and searches on mainly young black men. (Murphy, 2017) Leading up to the riots, there was a police operation to tackle the crime rate in Brixton. To achieve this the police conducted 943 stop and searches with a large majority of those being black youths. This sparked the tensions between white police officers and the community, evidently the start of the riots. (Felix Brenton, 2010) This shows that policing has become heavily impacted by the public's view of the police in the modern-day world. 
Another recent example of when policing by consent became affected was when Sarah Everard got abducted, raped and then murdered by an on-duty police officer, Wayne Couzens in south London. This significantly affected policing by consent as people lost their trust with the police and became fearful of them, which is the polar opposite of the purpose of policing by consent. Especially when information came out that Wayne was able to work in three different stations despite there being multiple concerns about his behaviour. (Hill, 2022) Considering that Wayne Couzens used his police powers of arrest to disguise his true intentions which was to lure Sarah from a London Street in order to capture her, people were wary of police officers after that, especially women and that would mean that it made policing difficult for police officers all around the UK. (The Soufan Center, 2021)
[bookmark: _Int_UMCQwdIO][bookmark: _Int_5PwFt3ZJ]A way which the police upkeep their image is to make sure that they engage with the community it serves. They do this by sending more officers on patrol, to not only make sure people are not breaking the law, but also talking to the community and engaging with events that may be happening, this allows the public to see that officers are just regular human beings like the rest of the world, and they are not something to be feared but to respect. Another way which the police show that policing by consent is a concept which they truly follow is the fact that they treat the public fairly and without discrimination. (Quince, 2021) 
[bookmark: _Int_Ziv0VjYx]‘The confidence cycle’ is something which can be used as a link between community engagement and the public's confidence in the police. This cycle can be a crucial way of making the public more willing to co-operate with the police. The cycle is, 
· Community Engagement
· Neighbourhood priorities 
· Collaborative problem solving
· Addresses
· Neighbourhood problems
· Increases
· Confidence
· Trust
· Community intelligence
· Directs
· Activity through NIM
· Drives
· Community Engagement
Then the cycle repeats itself. (College of Policing, 2013)
[bookmark: _Int_brMwYKgb][bookmark: _Int_ZIYb6ANV]Studies and surveys have shown that 64% of people from March 2022 who have said they have heard of the IOPC (Independent Office for Police Conduct) which is an increase from 53% from November 2021. In contrast to that, from January 2020 up until March 2022, the public has become less confident about the IOPC, going from 44% being confident to only 36%, and those who said they were not confident went from 16% up to 33%. (Yonder, 2022) With these statistics, you can clearly see that the recent atrocities that happened during lockdown onwards has had a detrimental effect on the public’s view of the police service. 
[bookmark: _Int_vQmgYAVf]To show how effective policing by consent is when it comes to making a country safer, crime statistics show that the UK compared to a country like the U.S.A, which most states does not follow the policing by consent concept, has a much lower crime rate, especially when it comes to violent crimes. An example of this is the fact that the U.S.A has 4 times more increase in ‘intentional homicide rate’, alongside having an increase of 18 times more increase in ‘Murders’. (Nation Master, 2022)
Conclusion
After reviewing the examination of the importance of policing by consent, and the impact it has on the modern-day police service, it is fair to say that the concept policing by consent is a perfect principle in a country which is democratic. This is because the people have a say in something incredibly important. It makes them feel important and respected within the community when they are allowed to have a say in what happens in their community. Not only that, but it’s clear to understand that having the trust of the public significantly helps the modern-day service, as they are more likely to be co-operative if they are not intimidated of the police officers who roam the streets. 
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