



Introduction
Evidence-based policing defines the best options that are available for challenging policing policies and practices. In an evidence-based approach, police focus on making reviews and utilising the better available evidence to inform practice and policy. This definition of evidence-based policing is grounded in the perception that police officers are thoroughly involved in changing the environment of policing (Malm, 2019). It has two agendas: to generate the evidence that justifies specific policing approaches and the other is eventually implementing these approaches (Staller and Koerner, 2021). Body-worn cameras have become an important tool for police transparency, oversight and accountability. The execution of Body-worn cameras (BWCs) as devices is considered to support in reforming police surveillance (Henne, Shore and Harb, 2022). This essay will describe the significant ideas of evidence-based policing, various criminological theories in the context of BWCs. The main idea is accounting for the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing and the ethical limitations that are hampering its use. Furthermore, this essay will also describe the use of body-worn camera evidence in regard to domestic violence.
Core ideas of evidence-based policing
Evidence-based policing defines the practices, policies and programs that have been implemented for increasing the effectiveness and efficiencies of police concerning specific goals. These goals are including increasing community safety, reducing crimes, reducing costs, preventing victimization and improving relations between communities and police (Todak and Huey, 2022). Evidence-based policing (EBP) and body-worn cameras both stand out as popular policy responses that could help in resolving violence related to contradictory encounters between police and civilian as it provides a third-party review. 
Despite the promise of increased accountability and transparency, it raised various questions, including their potential at reducing partial behaviours. Body-worn cameras are also associated with a reduction in the cases of assaults on officers, a reduction in complaints from citizens and the use of force (Kahn, Martin, 2020). EBP promotes the use of scientific processes, analysis, research, and evaluation to direct police decision-making. EBP indicates the evaluation of mediating actions that are responsible for creating a catalogue of effective practices and programs (Piza, Szkola and Blount-Hill, 2021). Evidence-based policing encourages police to use tested methods and strategies to improve community engagement, improve crime prevention and internal management. The most important reason for applying body-worn cameras is to reduce citizen complaints, officer safety, agency liability and evidentiary values (Gaub, 2022). Body-worn cameras help to protect the officers against false affirmations of misconduct and it also helps to gather evidence. They increase professionalism all over the force as well as raise the accountability of officers.

Criminological theories
The rational choice theory defines that people are in control of their decisions. People don’t make choices due to of environmental influences, traditions and unconscious drives. People use rational considerations for potential benefits and bear consequences (Krstic, 2022). The rational choice theory provides a clear idea for the prevention of situational-based crime on the basis of thinking rationally. This theory defines how “different aspects” of a social situation can impact the actions and choices of individuals (Krstic, 2022). It includes the choices of police officers to use body-worn cameras to get safety from assault from citizens, force used by citizens and false complaints by citizens. If they made choices to implement body-worn cameras they might help in improve transparency, accountability and mostly the use of force by officers (Lum, et. al., 2020). Body-worn cameras can lower the complaints of citizens against police officers and it also not affects the behaviour of citizens.
Routine activity theory developed by Felson and Cohen, revolves around three things: first is a suitable target, second is a potential offender and the third is the absence of a capable guardian. Routine activity theory helps in articulating a more robust conception that is “capable guardians” of police. In this conception, officers can make proper use of body-worn cameras to understand and know the place or spaces where they need to enlist and manage other parties in reducing criminological opportunities (Wood and Groff, 2019). Body-worn cameras provide a temporary tool to get the vision of police officers that focus on consensual and respectful relations between police and the community with an instrumental focus on the prevention of crime. Routine activities theories propound that risk increases in setting where there are lack of capable guardians, unprotected targets and potential perpetrators (Blayney, et. al., 2022). This theory looks at crime from the point of view of an offender.
Crime pattern theory is commonly important in forming an understanding of place and crime, as it combines rational choice theory and routine activities theory to help in explaining the crime distribution across places. The distribution of targets, guardians, offenders, managers and handlers over place and time describes the pattern of crime. Body-worn cameras are a way that provides the best transparency during encounters between police-citizen (Matthews, 2022). Due to the BWCs, the public will make perceptions towards the police as more powerful and legitimate and their initiatives during encounters of police-citizen will result in increased cooperation between citizens and police.
Body-worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing
Body-worn video cameras are likely to be very small and it is attached to the uniform of officers. The uses of body-worn cameras are to capture both evidence (video and audio) at the time when officers are included in different types of incidents. Body-worn cameras are the most spreading technologies in policing. Due to the rapid adoption of body-worn cameras was driven by public protests, the development of portable video technology, historical backdrop, government fundings and law enforcement concerns, it should not be an amaze that BWCs were rapidly adopted in the environment (Lum, et. al., 2019). Body-worn cameras impact positively on the behaviour of citizens, as people know that the encounter done by police is being recorded and it can be used as proof against them. The purpose behind the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing is to reduce the overall assaults against the police (Maskaly, et. al., 2017).  These can be used for creating a law-abiding nature among citizens.
Body-worn cameras enhance the process of accountability as they became a part of reporting, citizen encounters, supervision and training. The policy-makers and public have demanded there should be changes in the process of how the police are held for accountable their behaviour. There are many suggestions which are related to improving police accountability have been made, to solve this problem one of the popular solutions was led which was the implementation of body-worn cameras. BWCs are used to hold the accountability of officers for their behaviour by changing the actions of police more transparent to others (Koen, and Mathna, 2019). The footage of body-worn cameras allows quick insights that occurred during the encounter of citizens and also helps in speeding up the investigations of complaints. The purpose behind the adoption of body-worn video cameras in evidence-based policing is often encouraged in response to regular use of force incidents assuming civilians that are related to minorities. Although body-worn cameras also have been associated with their ability to reduce ethnic disparities, positive outcomes and also the ability to reduce racial disparities. The information that body-worn cameras collected help in supervision to identify the engagement of officer in practices related to racially disparate and make them accountable (Huff, 2022). The purpose behind the usage of body-worn video cameras in evidence-based policing was that with the help of BWCs officers can increase police transparency, and also improve the behaviour of police by providing better oversight of police use of discretion. 
Strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras
Body-worn cameras appeared as a policy innovation to help in reducing conflict between the community and the police. It also helps in reducing the possibility of aggression during their encounters. The recordings of body-worn cameras provide interpretation of officers more accurately, while uses of deadly force during the encounter between the police and the public (Pyo, 2022). Body-worn cameras are most important device for police accountability, oversight and transparency. Body-worn cameras have the potential to help deter misconduct in policing by better analysing the behaviour of officers in the field (William, et. al., 2021). Body-worn cameras also help in reducing assaults on officers, the use of force and reducing the complaints of citizens. 
Body-worn cameras introduce privacy issues due to their potential to record audio and video wherever police officers go, and these videos can be disclosed upon public request. Police agencies have the duty of removing the videos they are required to release. The reason for this is so the revelations do not break the privacy rights of individual citizens, who will have encounters with police, and their lives, and homes displayed on the internet (Candelario, 2021). Managing and storing large amounts of data collected by body-worn cameras can be a challenge for many legal corporations (Miranda, 2022). The other disadvantage of body-worn cameras is the infraction of cameras in public and private places. Body-worn cameras carry the possibility of diligently offence video being released to the public and revealed to millions of people. 
The data collected by body-worn cameras must be reinforced and securely stored and there are potential costs associated with this. Body-worn cameras can be defective or damaged, which could lead to important evidence being lost if it hasn’t been connected to the tie-up. There is a need of management of the personal and sensitive data because of the recent breaches that have been observed by police forces (Miranda, 2022). To precisely explore this problem police officers must always upload the footage and transfer the data in the system. There are various ethical concerns that are still unexplored that are creating a lack of evidence to support technology (Wilson, et. al., 2023). 
Evaluation of the use of body-worn cameras evidence in regard to domestic violence
Domestic violence refers to threatening, controlling, coercive behaviour, abuse, or violence among those aged 16 or above who are or have been intimate family members and intimate partners. This includes financial, emotional, psychological, sexual and physical abuse (Heron and Eisma, 2021). There has been an important investment by agencies of policing in the use of body-worn cameras (BWCs). Preliminary evidence suggests that when body-worn cameras are used in the context of family and domestic violence, the footage of body-worn may support in strengthening prosecutions and evidential cases. Globally, 1 in 3 women faces family and domestic violence, while family and domestic violence affect people from all backgrounds, the impact of this is particularly profound for children and women (Vakhitova, et. al., 2022). Body-worn cameras also improve the survivor's experiences of being confident in the justice system and facilitate better engagement with courts and police (Harris and Lliadis, 2021). The footage of body-worn cameras can provide an objective account of the accused’s behaviour or an incident and its effects on survivors or victims that includes any collateral damage to property. 
Conclusion 
It can be concluded from the essay that body-worn camera is influencing performance there is a need for implementation of the current resources. In this context, this form of technology can be used for promoting the performance of the camera. These resources have aided in collecting highly reliable information that can be used as evidence by individuals to abide by the legal system. However, there is a major risk that is associated with the use of body-worn cameras these technologies can lead to major data loss due to improper security. These technologies are highly vulnerable to data breaches as normal hackers can easily use the data for preventing the overall presence and influencing security. Moreover, this weakness can be reduced by creating a highly secure system that can allow in reducing the risk of data breaches.   
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