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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: 

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: James Adams

	STUDENT ID No.: 203

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Police’s Approach to dangerous dogs and how issues can be prevented.
INTRODUCTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading

Background information and brief rationale
I have chosen this topic due to my belief that the current policing on dangerous dogs is changing all the time and is inconsistent. It is also very difficult to avoid noticing the fact dangerous dogs, currently XL BULLYS are in the news due to their recent banning.r

Overall aim of research – what are you trying to achieve
 I believe a dissertation into this can be helpful to further understanding this topic and the reasons for which a certain breed of dog is being banned from ownership. Along with factors including the links between owners and dog behaviour and is this behaviour more linked to the breed of dog, or the owner. I want to explore how this can be dealt with by police and investigate the idea of preventing certain individuals from owning certain breeds or dogs at all.

Objectives – 4 maximum, analyse/explore/discuss something 

I will explore the dangerous dog act and its origins, what came before it and what is likely to be updated 
about it, namely the adding of the most recent addition to the banned breeds list, the XL BULLY. Alongside this I will explore the reasons for the previous dog breeds being banned, including the PIT BULL TERRIER and JAPANESE TOSA and what caused these breeds to be banned.

I will explore section 1.c of the Dangerous Dog Act 1991 (“any dog of any type designated for the purposes of this section by an order of the Secretary of State, being a type appearing to him to be bred for fighting or to have the characteristics of a type bred for that purpose”)
Including what this section includes and what defines a dog that is bred for the purpose of fighting and what characteristics of fighting dogs are.

Conducting the research – how will you go about actually doing your objectives







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
To research Police approach to dealing with dangerous dogs and how effective the legislation to do so is.
This will be achieved by surveying officers from ideally different forces and review the results to examine if officers feel trained enough to be dealing with these incidents.
I will research using articles and websites various information and other surveys into how effective legislation is.

Defining dangerous dogs and how a dog becomes a “Dangerous dog” and why this happens.

I will research using online articles details and past surveys into this topic and the current landscape of news articles to back up how. 
I will integrate the recent banning of the XL BULLY breed and current attacks in the news almost daily into my research. 
I will investigate statistics on dog attacks by breeds and the severity of these attacks.




Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

“What is an American XL BULLY and why are they being banned? (BBC 2024)


“Dog Attacks:34% increase recorded by police in England and Wales” (BBC 2024)

The two above articles are from the BBC and interlink including statistics around the large increases in dog attacks in the last few years.  As this is a recent trend and may continue in an upward trend there is a gap in research on how to prevent these attacks and how to best tackle and punish owners who enable them.

“Controlling your dog in public” (2024)
This is a government report and guidance into controlling dogs in public and what powers police have involving dealing and seizing these dogs.


“Dogs and the criminology of control: A case study of contemporary policy making in England and Wales” (2019)

A PHD Thesis completed in 2019, briefly reading so far it highlights issues I intend to explore with more context due to this being from 2019 and allot happening in terms of dangerous dogs since then. (Ref the above articles)
This Thesis goes into gang activity and the aligning and contributing factors on why people own dangerous dogs.




Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will be conducting a survey of my peers to ask them questions relating to their training about dealing with dangerous dogs, along with their knowledge and training of the legislation and their beliefs on what this should be.

This is suited to my research as it will give an impression of what current serving police officers are dealing with and believe should happen in the future to tackle the current issues and rising dangerous dog attacks.
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?

I will be conducting the survey on current serving police officers, I will ask the unit they work in and will also be trying to ask some specialist dog unit officers for their opinions on what I have stated above, including if the police get sufficient training to deal with these incidents.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

Understanding that this can be a sensitive subject for some as people may have family of friends who have been harmed or died due to dangerous dogs.

Ensuring I avoid biases when conducting my study and staying impartial and attempting to ensure all parties involved are as unbiased as possible in answered given.

Ensuring confidentially and anonymity is given to all who fill out the survey and all those who are involved and do not want to be named


	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 

I will aim to complete this Dissertation by October 2024 with sections handed in for review in the appropriate months beforehand 

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system

BBC: “What is an American XL BULLY and why are they being banned?” 
Source: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-66775985
Accessed on 20/02/204

BBC: “Dog Attacks:34% increase recorded by police in England and Wales” 
Source: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-64798162
Accessed on 20/02/2024

“Controlling your dog in public”
Source: https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public
Accessed on 14/02/2024

Dangerous Dog Act (1991) 
Source : ukpga_19910065_en.pdf (legislation.gov.uk)
Accessed on 14/02/2024

“Dogs and the criminology of control: A case study of contemporary policy making in England and Wales” (2019)
Source :https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/id/eprint/126440/
Accessed on 14/02/2024
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