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Violence against women and girls (VAWG) in the UK has reached a national emergency level. A man kills a woman every three days. This dissertation investigates whether high-profile cases of femicide reveal systemic failures within the police force and government. The survey, conducted among 46 participants, examines the implementation gap, the difference between what the law says and how safe women feel in their daily lives. The results showed a decrease in trust: 47% of respondents confirmed that their trust in the police had decreased following high-profile murders of women. None of the respondents reported an increase in trust. Furthermore, almost half of those surveyed had never heard of the national strategy to combat violence against women and girls (VAWG) or the word 'femicide'.  
Ultimately, the dissertation indicates that people reject current strategies because they consider them to be mere promises rather than real protection. This is confirmed by the assessment's effectiveness of just 2.77 out of 5. Institutional misogyny, coupled with ineffective risk assessment, is severely undermining national efforts to address violence against women and girls. To rectify these issues, this dissertation calls for formal legal recognition of femicide, transparency in the police vetting process and the placement of domestic violence specialists in every emergency centre in the UK. 
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Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is one of the largest and-longest-lasting challenges globally (Murphy,2023). Femicide, defined as the intentional killing of a girl or woman because of her gender, stands as the most severe issue (Nowak,2022). According to Tsegay (2025), a man in the UK kills a woman, generally a current or previous partner, every three days. Despite decades of government efforts and the establishment of legislation aimed at protecting women, the incidence of femicide has remained largely unchanged (Barlow,2020).  Although the term 'femicide' being introduced in 1976 to highlight gender-based killings, British law still classifies these acts as homicide (Standish,2022). Femicide is different from other kinds of murder because of the patterns and causes that are specific to women (Caicedo‐Roa,2020). However, it is hard to gather data on and put in place systematic prevention strategies because it is not officially recognised (Fitz-Gibbon,2023). The issue of "femicide”, has gained significantly more public attention since the murder of Sarah Everard (2021), by a police officer in London (Herbert,2025). These incidents gained national attention due to its unusual nature and arise the questions about effectiveness of police strategies in preventing femicide and government responses to this ongoing issue (Freeland,2025). Many women are becoming afraid and frustrated due to their belief that the system is not properly ensuring their safety. The public's faith in the police has decreased in the aftermath of cases of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other crimes. When victims lose faith in the police, they are less likely to come forward with reports of abuse or seek help (Horeck,2024). Strategies like the Tackling VAWG Strategy (2021) and the National Policing Framework (2024) aim to improve victim support and perpetrator pursuit (Home Office, 2021; NPCC, 2024b). But these efforts are still being hindered by systemic problems. When police investigate homicides, they often miss signals of coercive control or a higher risk (Kassing,2026). These issues demonstrate that new legislation is insufficient; both, the police force and the government itself require modifications. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817060]1.2 Overall research aim and objectives 

 
Aim: 
This dissertation investigates how high-profile femicide cases reveal structural weaknesses in UK policing and government policy. By examining the link between institutional culture and women lived experiences of safety, the study evaluates whether current strategies provide genuine protection or reactive responses to public outcry.
Objectives: 
1.Critically explore the relationship between high-profile femicide incidents and systematic failures within UK police and government. 
2.To evaluate the effectiveness of current police and government strategies aimed to prevent femicide and to protect women from gender-based violence. 
3. To identify barriers and suggest potential solutions to improve accountability, prevention, and trust in police and government actions regarding femicide. 


 
[bookmark: _Toc228817061]1.3 Outline research methods and timescales 

This research employs a quantitative survey to gather data from a sample of UK residents aged 18 and over. By utilizing a self-administered structured questionnaire via Microsoft Forms, the study identifies trends and correlations regarding public trust and the effectiveness of VAWG policies. Furthermore, ethical standards, including voluntary participation, anonymity, and informed consent, were strictly maintained throughout the data collection process. 


  
[bookmark: _Toc228817062]1.4 Values of the research 

This research highlights the connection between individual cases of femicide and broader systemic failures in police and government accountability. By addresing the gap between public perception and official strategy, the study provides evidence to support institutional reforms and the restoration of public trust in the UK justice system.
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Violence against women and girls (VAWG) in the UK has escalated to a critical level and has recently been declared a national emergency (NPCC,2024c). Statistical data shows that every three days, a woman is murdered by a man, and this figure has remained constant for over a decade (Hughes,2016). This indicates that high-profile incidents are not just isolated events but are signs of a much wider systemic issue (Meyrick,2026). The primary objective of this literature review is to examine academic studies, government records, and legislation to understand the fundamental reasons for this trend. Chapter will examine why the rate of femicide remains high, despite the government’s implementation of various strategies designed to reduce it. Russell’s (1976) concept of femicide serves as a crucial foundation for this research. Her framework is essential because it categorises these murders as gender-based crimes rather than just random murders (Caicedo‐Roa,2020). This directly relates to a definitional gap in the UK, as the British legal system does not formally acknowledge femicide as a distinct type of crime. The absence of a clear legal name obscures the true scale of the issue in official statistics, which complicates the ability of the police to create effective prevention tactics (Wright,2024). This chapter follows these key issues: 
· Theoretical Framework (2.2.1)  
· High-Profile Case Studies to identify where the system failed despite known dangers (2.2.2) 
· Overlooked Red Flags (2.2.3)  
· Institutional Misogyny within police culture (2.2.4) 
· Government Strategies (2.3) 
· Barriers to Justice (2.4).  
Overall, this review highlights the gaps in our current understanding of how safe women feel today, which is the focus of my own research and survey. 

[bookmark: _Toc228817065]2.2. High-Profile Femicide and the Reality of Systemic Institutional Failures 
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817066]2.2. 1.. Theoretical Framework: Defining Femicide and the Role of Intersectionality 

Russell is a key figure in the research on violence against women, especially when it comes to defining the term femicide. She introduced this term in 1976 to emphasise that these killings are gendered and should be distinguished from other types of homicide (Giacinti,2022). For Russell, femicide is not just a random murder; it is the killing of women specifically because of their gender. Her work was designed to highlight male violence and discrimination, framing femicide as the most extreme form of violence against women (Meneghel,2017). A major issue in the UK is the lack of widespread acknowledgment or naming of femicide in legal jurisdictions. This contributes to the invisibility of gendered killings in both public talk and government policy (Sánchez-Prada,2023). Because there is no specific legal or social framework that names femicide in the UK, it creates big challenges for collecting accurate data and raising public awareness (Bansal,2023). It also makes it harder to create the right policy responses to stop these crimes. This is consistent with the fact that femicide is often undercounted and underreported, which makes it much more complicated to address the problem effectively (Giustina,2018). A woman’s experience of violence is shaped by more than just gender. Other factors like race, class, and disability also play a huge role. This is why intersectionality is so important for understanding femicide (Caterini,2023). Traditional definitions can be too narrow because they often focus on only one viewpoint. If the focus is only on gender, there is a risk of ignoring victims whose identities are more complex or less visible in the media (Knap,2021). Using an intersectional lens shows that femicide is a complex issue affected by overlapping social inequalities. This approach is necessary for better research and more accurate definitions. It also helps in developing prevention and policy responses that protect all women, not just certain groups. Understanding these layers is vital for this study, as it explains why some victims get more protection and media attention than others (Daher-Nashif, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc228817067]2.2. 2.. Fatal Gaps in Protection:  Sarah Everard, Sabina Nessa, Zara Aleena 

To understand why public trust has dropped so much, we need to look at examples when the system did not protect women. A Metropolitan Police officer kidnapped and killed Sarah Everard in 2021. This is a clear illustration of how this system has failed. The criminal used his warrant card to falsely arrest the victim, then kidnapped, raped, and killed her (King,2021). This abuse of police power and equipment created a huge public outrage and a national outcry. It showed that the very institutions that are supposed to safeguard women could be used to hurt them (Bhattacharyya, 2021). The Everard case brought to light the fact that women are not secure in public places and showed that the current crisis in policing is caused by systematic problems, not just isolated incidents. This incident was a turning point that led to the Casey Review (The Economist,2021).  
The murders of Sabina Nessa and Zara Aleena highlight how ethnicity and socioeconomic status can impact the way the police and media react to femicide (Bleakley,2023). The murder of Sabina Nessa in a London park in 2021 did not receive as much public attention or political pressure as the case of Sarah Everard. This difference has caused a lot of criticism about the "hierarchy of victimhood” (Jankowitz,2018). Due to their background, certain victims receive more attention than others. This suggests that institutional problems involve more than individual police mistakes. They also include the systemic undervaluing of urgency and protection for women in marginalised groups (Robson,2023). The killing of Zara Aleena in 2022 is also a clear example of how the system fails to monitor dangerous criminals effectively. The perpetrator had a long history of violence, and he had repeatedly broken his probation conditions. He was released from prison just days before the murder. He was able to commit the crime because he was wrongly labelled "medium risk" instead of "high-risk" (Cunliffe,2023). This failure in the risk assessment demonstrates that the police recognised the warning signs but failed to take adequate action (Saxton,2022). When looking at these cases together, it becomes clear that women in the UK are not being sufficiently protected by the police, the probation system, or the media, as evidenced by the failure to accurately assess risk levels and intervene in potentially dangerous situations (William,2025).
[bookmark: _Toc228817068]2.2.3. Red Flags and the Pattern of Missed Opportunities in Policing 
 
The fact is that many femicides could have been prevented.High-profile cases demonstrate that authorities often overlook red flags, leading to a lack of intervention (Tulu,2026). An example is the officer who murdered Sarah Everard. He was repeatedly reported for indecent exposure, but no action was taken. Similarly, the murderer of Zara Aleena had a criminal history and repeatedly violated the terms of his probation. Despite these incidents, he was not sent to prison. These examples of femicides show that the murder is a crime that could have been predicted, not accidental killings (Turner,2024). The feeling of insecurity among women increases when the police do not respond to warning signs, such as harassment, stalking, and aggressive behaviour (Ellis,2015).Problems with risk management and assessment show that the police are unable to identify threats and appropriately address them, leading to a failure in preventing violence against women and contributing to a culture of fear and mistrust among the community (Spivak,2021). In the cases of femicides where there was no early intervention by the police despite clear warning signals, public trust in the police drops significantly (Atkins,2025). 
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817069]2.2.4. Institutional Misogyny: The Impact of the Casey Review 2023 

The 2023 Casey Review marked a significant milestone for the Metropolitan Police in documenting systemic failures. This review showed that the police force is institutionally racist, misogynistic, and homophobic. The report concluded that the murder of Sarah Everard was not an isolated incident but a systemic failure to adequately protect women in society (Sutherland,2024). This review has a key impact on femicide cases because it shows that misogyny is a structural problem within the police forces. The findings highlighted that poor vetting allowed unsuitable individuals to be placed in positions of authority, which contributed to a culture that undermines women's safety and perpetuates violence against them (Reed,2025). The report demonstrated that the police reputation was often prioritised over women's safety. This evidence points to a clear link between institutional culture and the failure to prevent femicide (Casey,2023).
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[bookmark: _Toc228817071]2.3.1. The VAWG Tackling Strategy 2021-2024 and National Policing Framework 

The Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy (2021-2024) marked a desperate attempt by the UK government to rebuild shattered public trust (NPCC,2021). Following a wave of institutional failures and the exposure of deep-seated misogyny within the police, this policy shifted the national narrative. For the first time, VAWG was officially named as a national emergency (Home Office,2021). This meant that crimes like femicide were considered just as important as terrorism. The decision was made deliberately to eliminate the harmful "isolated incident" view and replace it with a concerted, national action plan against male violence. The plan included prioritising prevention, providing support to victims, actively pursuing criminals, and strengthening the entire system (Hohl,2022). Central to the strategy was a public call for evidence, which allowed the government to integrate the lived experiences of women into the legislative framework. However, the true operational "teeth" of this strategy were the VAWG National Policing Framework (College of Policing,2021). This framework translated political rhetoric into frontline action by adopting the "4P" methodology, a tactical model borrowed directly from counterterrorism (Home Office,2021). Using this framework, police forces were mandated to standardise their responses, ensuring risk assessments and resource allocations were consistent across all regions. The framework required forces to analyse their work through a professional lens. The goal was to identify and stop "red flag" behaviours before they escalate into femicide (Home Office,2021). 

[bookmark: _Toc228817072]2.3.2. Local Strategic Implementation: The South Wales Police, Crime and Justice Plan 2025-2029 

The South Wales Police, Crime and Justice Plan (2025–2029), spearheaded by Emma Wools, is more than just another administrative update; it represents a shift in how institutions are held to account for VAWG (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2024). Wools’ strategy is not just about policing—it sets out a shared, vision for justice in South Wales. The plan addresses three key issues: restoring officer visibility in our communities, fostering social cohesion, and eliminating the secrecy surrounding crime handling (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2024). The goal is cutting VAWG by half in just ten years. Achieving that will not happen through minor tweaks. It demands a total overhaul of how the police function. What makes this strategy different is the "whole-system" approach. It is a legal mandate for the police, probation, and courts to finally act as a single, synchronised unit (Rogers,2021). For too long, high-risk offenders have "gone missing" in the cracks between different agencies. This plan bridges those gaps. By pulling health and social services into the line of fire, Wools has essentially built a blueprint that national mandates are now trying to follow. We are seeing a move away from the old, failed reactive methods, which often resulted in inadequate responses to community needs and escalating violence. Instead, the focus is now on data-driven policing and stopping "red flag" incidents before they turn into a headline (Birch,2025). Ultimately, this is not just about responding to emergency calls anymore; it is about turning the police into a preventative shield that stops violence before it starts (Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent, 2024).

[bookmark: _Toc228817073]2.3.3. Raneem's Law-Improving the first defence line  

Raneem's Law is named after Raneem Oudeh and her mother, Khaola Saleem, who were murdered by Raneem's ex-partner in 2018. This legislation stands as a response to the failure of the police to protect Raneem on the night she was slain, despite her calling for help five times (Maguire,2026). To address these structural weaknesses, the law introduces a revolutionary feature: placing domestic abuse specialists directly within 999 control rooms (Home Office,2025a). The core of this reform lies in moving beyond simple data entry. Instead of 'red flags' being buried in administrative logs, these specialists bring a much-needed level of expertise to the 999 control rooms, ensuring that risk is evaluated through a lens that understands the dynamics of domestic abuse ( West Midlands PCC ,2025) .By integrating tools like rapid video response, the police are trying to close the window of opportunity for perpetrators. This is not just about speed for the sake of it; it is about stripping away those 'deadly delays' that proved fatal in Raneem’s case. Having dedicated teams support these experts means that a victim is not just another number in the system but is actively steered toward specialist services when they reach out (Taylor-Dunn,2024). The primary objective of Raneem's Law is to ensure that no warning sign goes unnoticed and that every request for assistance is treated with urgency (Rhee,2024). This is a significant step toward institutional accountability, replacing the structural negligence of the past with a specialised, preventative help for women at risk (Goldberg,2026).

[bookmark: _Toc228817074]2.3.4. Clare’s Law: The Illusion of Proactive Disclosure 

While Raneem’s Law focuses on the immediate crisis, the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS), known as Clare’s Law, was supposed to be the ultimate preventative shield. It represents a fundamental, and overdue shift in how the country balances rights; it finally acknowledges that a person’s safety should outweigh a potential perpetrator’s privacy (Home Office,2023). In a perfect world, the law empowers women to leave before the "red flags" turn into a crime scene. However, examining how the law functions in practice reveals that the "implementation gap" cannot be ignored (Zare,2026). The strategy offers a sense of agency, but that agency is often strangled by a slow, bureaucratic machine. It is a bitter irony: a woman exercises her "right to ask" because she feels she is in danger, yet she is often left waiting 28 days or even months for a response (Bullock,2024). In the context of domestic abuse, where a situation can turn lethal in minutes, such a delay is not just a "process issue" it’s a systemic failure (Maple,2024). Without near-instant disclosure, Clare’s Law risks becoming a reactive tool masquerading as a proactive one. If it is going to be anything more than a "paper promise," the police need to stop treating these requests as administrative tasks and start treating them with the same life-and-death urgency as a 999 call (Elelleh,2024).


[bookmark: _Toc228817075]2.3.5. Freedom from Violence and Abuse: Strategic Roadmap (2026-2029) 

The UK recently launched Freedom from Violence and Abuse Strategy signals a ten-year shift in how the state views VAWG. Its most striking feature is not just the policy shift but the way it brings the definition of violence into the modern age (Home Office,2026). By explicitly including tech-facilitated abuse from artificial intelligence (AI)-generated deepfakes to the toxic reality of "cyberflashing" the roadmap acknowledges that for many women, the threat has moved from physical street corners into the digital ether (Flynn,2025). On paper, treating online harassment as a high-risk precursor to physical femicide is a bold attempt at "future-proofing" protection (House of Commons Library ,2024).  However, the cynical aspect of this rebranding is impossible to ignore. Despite the government's promises of cultural change and "root-cause" education, the burden of implementing these initiatives falls again on local police forces, which are already overwhelmed with backlogs. It is challenging to take a "technologically conscious" strategy seriously when the frontline response to basic 999 calls remain inconsistent. The success of this roadmap hinges on its ability to disarm abusers in a digital world (Home Office,2024a). Without reinvestment, it risks being another case of trying to fight a 21st-century digital war with the same, broken equipment, which may lead to continued victimisation and a failure to protect individuals from online abuse. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817077]2.4.1. Barriers to Reporting: Fear, Mistrust and Victim Blaming 

It is difficult to argue for the success of any legislative framework when the very people it aims to protect are hesitant to use it (Davies,2024). In the UK, this is not just a minor issue; there is a fundamental breakdown in trust between women and the police that acts as a deterrent to reporting crimes like domestic abuse or stalking (Roux,2023). This stems from a long-standing, almost systemic habit of "victim blaming." Instead of focusing on the perpetrator’s history, the initial police response often turns into a scrutiny of the woman’s own life—what she was wearing, or how much she drank (Gill,2026). This is not just about bad individual apples; it is a structural problem compounded by institutional sexism and racial prejudice. You see this clearly that trust levels in policing are far lower in racially minoritised communities than in other ones (Mitchell,2026). It is a gap born from years of these groups being treated more suspects. Minor policy updates or a few disciplinary hearings will not fix this (Lum,2020). When high-profile cases show clear red flags were simply ignored by officers, it shatters any remaining faith in state protection (Fohring,2024).Until the justice system stops interrogation-style tactics and starts showing empathy and accountability, many women will continue to see silence as the only way to stay safe (European Union News,2024). 

[bookmark: _Toc228817078]2.4.2. Structural Problems with Police Accountability and Internal Vetting 

The integrity of any VAWG strategy rests on the people mandated to enforce it; however, recent evidence suggests that institutional safeguarding within the UK police is compromised (Huey,2024). The Angiolini Inquiry (2024), served as a reminder that vetting is not merely an administrative hurdle but a critical security failure. When the service fails to flag histories of indecent exposure or misogynistic misconduct, it effectively permits a perpetrator to remain within its ranks. For any victim, knowing that the officer who answers their call may have the same traits as their abuser is a huge barrier to reporting (Abdi,2025). Furthermore, the issue of accountability is plagued by what many critics describe as "governance gaps". Current misconduct assessments remain dangerously subjective, often shielding officers from the consequences of institutional racism or sexism under the guise of "procedural discretion" (Torrible,2026). In practice, this means that even the most progressive plans in Gwent or South Wales are built on shaky foundations. Without a radical overhaul that replaces "tick-box" vetting with a continuous, transparent monitoring system and training these policies remain performative (Cooper,2023). 

[bookmark: _Toc228817079]2.4.3. Proposed Solutions for Public Policy 

Addressing these fundamental gaps, on its own is not enough. There needs to be a push for transparency and higher professional standards. One idea that has come up in recent enquiries is establishing a "firewall" between immigration services and the police (Home Office,2025). Currently, the fear of deportation stops countless victims from stepping into a police station to report abuse. However, policy change on paper is usually insufficient. It must be backed by a complete overhaul of how officers are trained (NPCC,2024a). The problem remains that current training is often a "tick-box" exercise that ignores the complex reality of trauma or coercive control. The focus should not just be on learning the law but on how to handle survivors with expertise (College of Policing,2024b). For local forces in Gwent and South Wales, the real test is whether these national strategies lead to a tangible change in street behaviour. Ultimately, there is a need to move away from judging police success by arrest quotas alone. Shifting the focus toward victim satisfaction and long-term safety would offer a far more accurate way to determine if these 2025–2029 plans are truly transformative or merely replicating old, failing trends (Home Office,2026).
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Based on the evidence, legislative changes and new frameworks have not managed to close the gap between policy and reality. Femicide should not be viewed as a series of random, tragic episodes; it is a deep-seated failure of the system, stemming from weak government oversight and a policing culture that feels fundamentally dysfunctional. While initiatives like Raneem’s Law or the latest five-year regional plans look decent on paper, they are likely to fail if the "tick-box" approach to training is not scrapped in favour of real accountability. As the Angiolini Review highlighted, public trust will not be restored without addressing the issues inside the force, specifically the vetting and toxic "canteen culture". Ultimately, protecting women needs more than just slogans—it requires a system that works for the most vulnerable and puts victim safety way ahead of any institution’s reputation. 







[bookmark: _Toc228817081]Chapter Three- Methodology

[bookmark: _Toc228817082]3.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the methodology of the research conducted to explore femicide and systematic police failures in the United Kingdom. This study utilises a quantitative methodology to collect structured data on violence against women and girls (Matovic,2023). This chapter discusses the reasons quantitative surveys are an effective method for identifying patterns and trends among various groups of individuals (Kawar,2024). It explains how Microsoft Forms was used to gather data, with a particular emphasis on women, to obtain the perspectives of those who are most impacted by the legislations that are now in place (Lund,2023). 
The section on data analysis discusses the methods used to investigate the connection between well-known individuals, such as Sarah Everard, and the loss in public confidence. This objective will be reached through the application of descriptive and inferential statistics. The chapter ends by discussing ethical concerns and limitations, ensuring that the research remains open and comprehensive, even though it deals with sensitive subjects (Lund,2023).
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817083]3.2. Research Strategy 

The research method chosen for this study is a quantitative survey to collect useful data from different groups of people (Onwuegbuzie,2005). This methodology will collect structured data on VAWG (Bhandari,2022). Through a self-administered questionnaire including specific questions, the study will convert opinions and experiences into quantitative information (Nevedal,2025). Participants will be selected from the United Kingdom who are at least 18 years old. The survey is accessible to participants of both sexes and attempts to quantify the extent of societal change. The primary objective of this dissertation is to examine the incidents of femicide cases, which reflect the UK's approach to addressing VAWG. The research involves an in-depth study of government strategy and effectiveness and the public's views, rather than only individual experiences. The well-known cases of Sarah Everard, Sabina Nessa, and Zara Aleena have greatly affected faith in the system. Gathering perspectives from a varied demographic will help quantify the scale of public concern and determine the extent to which these high-profile cases have impacted institutional legitimacy (Evans,2018).This strategy  makes it easier to collect data from many people at once, which is necessary for strong statistical analysis, and  makes it possible to identify  trends and patterns (Sha,2020). Research has an opportunity to provide objective evidence regarding whether current government strategies, such as the Violence Against Women Strategy or the National Policing Framework, are delivering significant change or only providing a temporary response to public outrage. Quantitative methods will achieve these objectives by assessing the decline in public trust in the police following high-profile cases. This technique offers a solid evidence foundation to verify if actions taken by the government are leading to meaningful change and to hold the police responsible for repeated systemic failures (Apuke,2017).
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817084]3.3 Data Collection 

The primary data source for this study will be a non-probability convenience sampling of individuals currently residing in the United Kingdom. This technique is crucial for finding patterns in systems (Vogt,2014). Participants must be at least 18 years old and originate from diverse nations. To guarantee that the results appropriately represent the views of a more varied group of people about the effectiveness and safety of policies, participants will include individuals of both genders (Maxwell,2010). To determine whether there is a link between systemic views and women's perceived vulnerability, the research will employ a broad demographic distribution. The study will collect quantitative data using a standardised questionnaire administered by the participants themselves. The questionnaire was specifically designed to help the research look at the effects of the policies now in place. Using a structured tool ensures all participants answer a predefined set of questions. This approach makes it easier to do objective statistical analysis and find patterns (Leon,2022). The questionnaire is especially useful because it lets people provide honest judgements on sensitive issues like the reduction of faith in the police after cases like Sarah Everard. Data must be collected in a manner that respects moral and ethical principles. Participation is voluntary, and before engaging in the study, each respondent must provide their informed consent. To protect the participants, they will remain completely anonymous throughout and participants may withdraw from the research at any time without facing any repercussions (Marcano,2015). 

[bookmark: _Toc228817085]3.4. Data Analysis 

Data analysis will be carried out using a structured quantitative methodology with raw data gathered from the Microsoft Forms application. Upon completion of the research period, the data will be transferred to Microsoft Excel for the purpose of conducting a comprehensive statistical analysis (Regmi,2017). Research will uncover differences between individual views of police and the larger systemic problems. To improve frequency counts, responses will be categorised thematically using basic content analysis for questions 12 and 13, which provide qualitative data on reporting barriers and potential improvements to policing practices. In the initial stage of the research, descriptive statistics will be used to gather a general understanding of all the participants. Calculating frequencies and percentages for demographic data like age and gender will be part of the procedures. On scales ranging from one to five, the mean and standard deviation will be calculated for questions about public trust and safety. This will allow for an evaluation of the efficiency of the laws that are now in place in the United Kingdom, as well as the efficiency of present-day policing techniques. There will be the initial identification of patterns using the built-in visualisation features of Microsoft Forms. For researching the more profound relationship that exists between high-profile episodes of femicide and systemic mistrust, inferential statistics will be used. To evaluate whether there is a connection between the respondent's awareness of situations such as Sarah Everard and their belief in the police's capacity to protect women, a correlation analysis will be carried out. An independent samples t-test will be used to compare the mean scores of a subset of women with those of other respondents. The analysis will be made considering the respondents' perceived vulnerability to violence. It is vital to do this to determine whether individuals who are most impacted by violence have a different perception of the efficacy of the police compared to the broader public (Gelder,2010). 
The results of the chi-square tests will be used to examine whether there is a significant association between age and perceptions of whether police wrongdoing is "isolated" or "systemic."  
 
[bookmark: _Toc228817086]3.5. Limitations and Potential Hurdles 

The quantitative strategy employed provides a robust dataset for evaluating police procedures; yet it is essential to delineate some limitations and challenges to maintain the general academic integrity of the research. Only those who can read and write digital technologies and have internet access can use Microsoft Forms. This method may exclude seniors and outsiders, who are less likely to take online polls (Heiervang,2011). The goal is to attract a wide range of people; however, using social media or academic networks often leads to "convenience sampling". Because of this, the results may not fully represent the whole population of the United Kingdom, which limits how far they may be applied. Quantitative surveys can tell us what people think but not tell us why people think things (Kost,2017). The survey does have a few open-ended questions (questions 12 and 13), but because it is mostly about organised data, it may miss the delicate and emotional depth that a qualitative interview may reveal about the impact of events, like Sarah Everard. Respondents may become emotionally exhausted or decide to withdraw from the survey; additionally, if the questions trigger memories of past traumatic experiences, participants have the option to refrain from completing the survey. Even while the self-administered approach lets people stay anonymous, they can still send in answers that are "socially acceptable" instead of what they really think. It can be challenging to attract enough people to participate so that the results are statistically significant (Rueda,2023). These limitations regarding sample representativeness may impact the generalisability of the findings and the statistical power of inferential tests such as T-tests and chi-square analyses. 
[bookmark: _Toc228817087]3.6 Conclusion 

The research on femicide and police strategies in the United Kingdom has been designed using this methodology to attain an important amount of independence and statistical significance. The study utilises anecdotal evidence to generate a quantifiable public perception about institutional culture. Using descriptive statistics to detect broad patterns and inferential tests to determine disparities between groups of people makes sure that the results will be strong enough to either support or go against the VAWG policies that the government is now putting in place. The outcome is that this organised process provides the empirical basis necessary to answer the research questions and propose system changes that are grounded in reality. 


[bookmark: _Toc228817088]Chapter 4 – Findings and Analysis 

[bookmark: _Toc228817089]4.1 Introduction 

This chapter analyse data from 46 participants. In the shadow of institutional scandals like the murder of Sarah Everard, it is impossible to ignore the crisis of trust currently facing the British police. I have structured this analysis to follow the natural progression of the study. It begins with a profile of the participants, followed by an exploration of the core issues: do people believe the police are truly competent? Do they even recognise the term "femicide"? And what are the invisible "walls" or systemic barriers that stop victims from coming forward? By combining rigorous data from charts with the raw, blunt feedback from participants, this chapter offers a deeply honest snapshot of the state of trust in the British justice system today. 
[bookmark: _Toc228817090]

4.2 Demographic Foundations and Public Knowledge 

[bookmark: _Toc228817091]4.2.1 Gender and Age (Question 1 & 2) 

80% (37) identified as women and 20% (9) as men.
[image: ]

The age distribution was mature, with the largest groups being 26–35 (35%) and 36–45 (33%).   

[image: ]


Analysis: 
In a study focused on VAWG, this gender distribution is more than just a random statistic—it is a matter of research validity. By having a sample that is four-fifths female, the findings are deeply rooted in the perspectives of the people who are most likely to interact with the safeguarding systems discussed in Chapter 2. This is not just about numbers; it is about cantering the "lived experience" of the primary target group. The age profile adds another layer of credibility to the study. Because nearly 70% of participants are between 26 and 45, I am looking at a demographic that has a "long memory" when it comes to UK policing. Over the last decade, these adults have witnessed the evolution, failure, and rebranding of policing strategies. When we eventually look at the low trust ratings (like the 2.77 average), we must realise this scepticism comes from a group that has watched the system struggle for years. 

[bookmark: _Toc228817092]4.2.2 Priority vs. Vulnerability: The Urgency Gap (Questions 3 & 4) 

Moving the analysis toward how the public perceives this crisis, I looked at whether participants truly view VAWG as a top-tier issue in the current UK climate. The findings were a bit of a contradiction. While 54% of respondents labelled it a "major priority", 28% felt it remained "secondary to other national issues". However, the most striking part of this data comes when you look at Question 4—where 100% of participants agreed that women and girls are more vulnerable to violence. 
Analysis: The data reveals a problematic "urgency gap" in the public mind. It is challenging to reconcile how a population can be in total agreement about the existence of a danger (100%) yet be so split on whether it is a national priority. This data suggests that while government messaging has worked at identifying the problem, it has not managed to instil a real sense of crisis.  Even if the official rhetoric says we are in a state of crisis, nearly a third of participants seem to see VAWG as a background issue rather than a front-page one. This perception is a massive barrier for any future strategy. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817093]4.2.3 The "Femicide" Knowledge (Question 5 & 6) 

Another aspect of this section was the public's understanding of the term "femicide". 56% of participants were familiar with this term, while 44% were entirely unaware of it. Question 6 examined how familiar participants were with specific, high-profile cases, such as Sarah Everard and Sabina Nessa. Interestingly, 43% of participants admitted they did not know the specific details of these events. 
 
Analysis: As I argued in my literature review, naming a crime is a political act, and it moves it from a "private tragedy" to a systemic, societal issue. The Diana Russell framework showed that this naming is deeply significant. If nearly half of my respondents do not recognise the word, telling me that killing women is still viewed by the public as isolated domestic incidents rather than a gender-based pattern. This lack of shared vocabulary acts as an "invisible wall." You cannot mobilise a society to fight a "national emergency" if half the people lack the specific language to describe what is happening. It shows that high-level policy is staying "up there", while regular people are left in a vacuum where systemic violence is misunderstood as just random crime. 
Understanding a term like 'femicide' is one thing, but knowing the actual reality of the crisis is a different matter.  While the names of high-profile victims are stuck in the public’s mind, 43% of participants admitted they did not know the facts of these cases. To me, this is the most vital finding. It suggests the 'trust deficit' is not happening because people are sitting down and studying legal details or police procedures. Instead, it is a visceral, gut-level reaction to the headlines. Even without knowing every detail, the sheer weight of these tragedies has been enough to trigger a drop in trust. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817094]4.3 The Crisis of Competency and Institutional Trust 

[bookmark: _Toc228817095]4.3.1 Training and Professional Standards (Question 14) 

I asked whether respondents feel the police are properly trained to handle VAWG. Only 30% of participants said "Yes". 41% "No", while the remainder were unsure. 
Analysis: 
This result is most damning part of the survey. These results connect directly to the Casey Review highlighted earlier in this dissertation. Nearly 70% of participants (including those who are "unsure") do not have faith in police training, then every new law or policy the government passes is essentially performative. It proves that the "implementation gap" is not just a theory but is a reality. People perceive that the officers they encounter lack the fundamental empathy and expertise required for these cases, which poses a significant concern for the entire justice system. 
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc228817096]4.3.2 The Effectiveness Rating (Question 16) 

To obtain a broader view, participants were asked to rate current police and government strategies on a scale of 1 to 5. The average score came out a 2.77. 
Analysis: 
In any other professional setting, a 2.77 out of 5 is a failing grade. It is a mediocre score that screams for improvement. Most respondents hovered around the "3" mark, telling me the public are in a "wait and see" state. They are not saying the police are doing nothing, but they are dissatisfied with the results so far. 
This 2.77 rating is the numerical proof of the "trust deficit" discussed in the literature review. Despite the press releases and high-profile campaigns, public confidence remains stagnant. Until that score moves closer to a 4 or a 5, any claim by the government that they are "fixing" the system is just talk. This rating is a clear signal: the public wants to see actual, measurable change in their safety.
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[bookmark: _Toc228817097]4.4 The "Invisible Walls" and Barriers to Reporting (Question 13) 


Question 13 highlight what prevents victims from coming forward, revealing a complex web of systemic failures that force women into silence. 
Analysis of the Data: 31% of the participants identified "fear" as the primary barrier. Looking at the word cloud and raw data, this is not just a general fear. It is a social stigma and the fear of retaliation from the perpetrator.  This situation represents a breakdown of the social contract. If a victim feels that the institution meant to protect them is a threat to their emotional well-being, they simply will not report. This ties back to the "Implementation Gap" touched on in Chapter 1. Laws are useless if the officer at the front desk lacks empathy or proper training—something my data in Question 14 clearly supports. Many people also expressed a lack of faith in the conviction process, acknowledging the low charge rates in the UK right now. People do not see the results. They stop reporting, and the police lack the evidence to justify more resources. This perpetuates a cycle of underreporting and insufficient support for victims. By highlighting these 'invisible walls', my research indicates that the crisis is deeply rooted in an institutional culture that makes it too difficult for victims to speak up. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817098]4.5 Transparency vs. Legislation (Questions 15)  

Question 15 asked whether increasing police transparency is more valuable than introducing new legislation.  67% of respondents felt that both are equally important. However, when forced to choose between the two, 19% prioritised transparency, while only 14% leaned toward new legislation. 
Analysis: New acts are passed in Parliament, but my data shows that the public does not think more rules are a fix. Nearly one-fifth of the sample explicitly prioritised transparency over new laws suggests that the real issue is a lack of honesty and accountability within the force. I would argue that this links back to the trust deficit.  It proves that for the public, institutional integrity is just as important as the legal framework itself. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817099]4.6 The Isolated incident and The Systemic Failures (Questions 7 & 8) 
 
The impact of high-profile cases—like Sarah Everard and Sabina Nessa—still weighs heavily on public opinion. Although 43% of participants did not know the full details of these cases, the atmosphere left behind is devastating. When asked whether these were isolated incidents, 50% of respondents said they pointed to broader systemic problems within the British police force. Only 15% considered them one-off errors. 
Analysis: 
This finding is perhaps the starkest evidence of how much trust in the institution has eroded. 47% of respondents said their trust in the police had decreased because of these cases—and, significantly, no one saw an increase. It shows that the police are not only fighting crime but also their reputation. When half of the respondents perceive a systemic problem, we are dealing with a public deeply sceptical of the police's ability to protect women. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817100]4.7 Recommendations for Improvement (Question 12) 

In the final part of the survey, respondents the chance to offer their own solutions. Question 12, asked for specific improvements in police responses, and 36 responded. 
Analysis:
The most dominant theme, mentioned by 18% of respondents, was training. However, the "word cloud" and raw text reveal that people are not just asking for any training; they are asking for specialist, trauma-informed training. One respondent noted that "police need to be able to establish a role that can be trusted", which highlights that the current approach is seen as too cold or detached. Other key themes that emerged include better recruitment. Several participants argued for the need to "recruit the right people" with higher standards. Response times: There is a clear demand for "faster responses" and more reliable support services. Victim Support: The terms "trauma" and "mental victim" appeared in the data, suggesting that the public wants the police to act more like a support system and less like a rigid bureaucracy. 
Reflection: 
These results confirm that the public understands the "Implementation Gap" better than the government might think. They are not asking for more laws; they are asking for better human beings in uniform. By looking at these suggestions, it is obvious that the solution is not just more funding, but a complete overhaul of how officers are trained to handle trauma. Without these changes, as one respondent put it, the current standards will continue to be "insufficient". 

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc228817101]4.8 Policy Awareness and the Call for Legal Reform (Questions 9, 10 & 11) 

I also wanted to see if the government’s efforts, like the 'Tackling VAWG Strategy', are making an impact on the ground. It turns out, they barely reach the public. The results for Question 9 showed a near-perfect split: 47% of respondents had never heard of the strategy. If nearly half the public is unaware that a national strategy even exists, it is impossible for that policy to build trust or make women feel safer. 
However, even if they do not know the official policy names, the public has an idea of how the law should change. 72% of respondents believe that 'femicide' should be classified as a separate crime from homicide. This is one of the most powerful findings in my research. This demonstrates that the public is significantly more advanced than the existing legal framework. They want the gendered nature of these killings formally recognized. 
When I looked at Question 11, the effectiveness of UK legislation received a dismal average rating of just 2.76 out of 5. That is a failing grade by any standard. What the data tells me is that people are simply exhausted by 'one-size-fits-all' laws that feel more like outdated relics than actual solutions. There is a clear sense that these generic frameworks just are not equipped to handle the specific, gendered reality of femicide as it exists today. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228817102]4.9 Conclusion 

In conclusion of my findings, the results are obvious. There is a vast gap between what the government says and what is happening. Looking at the data from my 46 participants, I can see that these new initiatives are not reaching the public in any real way. The significant concern is the fact that nearly half the participants were unaware of the national VAWG policies. This evidence shows that while new laws might be passed in the UK, they are not changing how safe women feel in their daily lives. The most important thing I found is that the public is much further ahead than the legal system. When 72% of people say they want 'femicide' to be its own crime, it proves that the current laws feel outdated. People want the law to finally admit that these murders happen because of gender. They do not want them hidden in general statistics. On top of that, the deep lack of trust in the police is still the main reason why victims do not come forward. Many fear that the system will not take their reports seriously or that they will face further victimisation. In the end, my research indicates that women do not need more promises or "tick-box" training. They need a system that understands the risks they face and puts their safety before the reputation of the police. 



 







[bookmark: _Toc228817103]Chapter Five- Conclusion

[bookmark: _Toc228817104]5.1 Introduction

The main goal of this research was to examine links between major femicide cases and weaknesses in the UK policing and government policies. This study aimed to move beyond seeing women’s killings as individuals, private tragedies and instead analyse them through the prism of institutional accountability and gendered trends. The study aimed to investigate the relationship between high-profile cases and systemic failures, assess the efficiency of national measures, and identify ongoing challenges that hinder victims from pursuing justice. This concluding chapter revisits and synthesises the findings from both the literature review and the survey data. From the disputes on the definition of 'femicide', initiated by Diana Russell, the research advances to the real-life issue of the 'implementation gap' found by the study findings. Finally, several evidence-based recommendations are made to help solve the present problem of confidence in the British judicial system.

[bookmark: _Toc228817105]5.2. Objective 1: High-Profile Femicide and Systemic Failures

Objective 1 research results indicate that the public does not consider the murders of Sarah Everard, Sabina Nessa, and Zara Aleena to be isolated incidents. Respondents perceive the situation as a failure of the current system in the UK. As many as 50% of people cited these murders as evidence of systemic negligence within the British police. A literature review confirms this belief, as authorities often ignore warning signs, such as previous complaints against officers or patterns of behaviour that indicate potential risks to public safety. The Wayne Couzens misconduct case showed that a lack of early intervention led to the death of a young woman (Bhattacharyya, 2021). Empirical data also revealed a deep-rooted deficit in trust in the police (Tulu, 2026). As many as 47% of respondents stated that their trust in the police decreased because of these high-profile murders. This evidence indicates that the police fight to protect their reputation as much as they fight crime. (Atkins, 2025). Importantly, none of the respondents in the study indicated an increase in trust in the police. These results reflect the findings of the Casey Review, which describes the institutional culture as sexist. Her review believes that the police place their reputation above the safety of women (Casey Review, 2023). In conclusion, the high-profile femicide cases reveal systematic failures in detection and risk assessment that occur consistently. These murders are not isolated events; they are the result of an institutional culture that ignores warning signs. As outlined in the Casey Report (2023), there is a culture that results in inadequate responses to reports of violence against women and a failure to prioritise women’s protection.

[bookmark: _Toc228817106]5.3 Objective 2: The Effectiveness of Current Strategies

The results of objective 2 indicate a significant gap between the government’s legislative ambitions and the actual implementation of these policies. The UK government has recognised violence against women and girls as a national emergency and introduced strategies, such as VAWG (Home Office,2021). These initiatives have proved to have very little impact on public awareness. As many as 47% of respondents have never heard of this national strategy. Empirical data shows a significant lack of trust in this legislation, as current government and police strategies have an average effectiveness rating of only 2.77 out of 5. Another finding is that, although 100% of respondents believe that women and girls are more vulnerable to violence, almost one-third (28%) see VAWG as a secondary issue in the country. This suggests that even though people are aware of the scale of the problem, they do not feel a real sense of crisis. In summary, objective 2: the research suggests that current strategy's function more as a reaction to social protests than as significant tools for change. As long as 41% of the public believe that officers lack the proper training and skills to handle such cases, the new regulations remain just a promise. The failure of these strategies lies not only in the law but also in institutional inertia and the canteen culture that prevent effective implementation of these regulations on the front lines (Casey,2023). This turn leads to a lack of accountability and perpetuates the cycle of mistrust between law enforcement and the community. This situation ultimately undermines public trust and makes real reforms more difficult.

[bookmark: _Toc228817107]5.4 Objective 3: Barriers and Suggested Solutions 

Objective 3 revealed that fear is the primary barrier to reporting crimes, with 31% of respondents highlighting this concern. An analysis of the qualitative data indicated that this fear stems not only from the perpetrator but also from the system itself. Authorities often misunderstand or reject people, leading to fear of not being taken seriously or facing further victimisation (Roux, 2023). This evidence indicates that if victims feel fear of the institution, they will not report the crime (European Union News, 2024). The data also indicate (72% of respondents) that there is a need for legal reform to recognise feminicide as a separate crime from murder. Society prioritised transparency (19%) over the introduction of new regulations (14%), indicating a desire for accountability and trust in the system to encourage victims to come forward. In summary, objective 3 indicates that the crisis is rooted in the institutional culture, which makes it difficult for victims to report crimes (Abdi, 2025). Until the legal system recognises these crimes as separate and starts prioritising victims, barriers to accessing justice will persist (College of Policing, 2024b).

[bookmark: _Toc228817108]5.5 Recommendations

Recommendations to help bridge the implementation gap and enable the UK to move beyond promises:
1. Feminicide: formal legal recognition. Seventy-two percent of respondents said that the UK should formally recognise feminicide as a distinct crime (Bansal, 2023). 
2. Domestic Abuse National Integration Specialists (999): Specialist responders need to be integrated in 999 control rooms around the country. This is a key attempt at identifying ‘red flags’ at an early stage so that high-risk situations may be controlled and properly intercepted before they develop into fatal violence (Home Office, 2025).
3. Transparency and verifiability. The police need to move away from checklists and engage in regular surveillance of their staff, which would help identify inappropriate behaviour (Casey, 2023). 
4.Specialist Recruitment and Trauma-Informed Training. Survey participants pointed out the necessity to completely update police recruiting and training. The important thing is having people who can truly empathise. In addition, the focus needs to be on delivering specialist trauma-informed education to replace the present strict and insufficient bureaucratic requirements (College of Policing, 2024b). This approach will better prepare officers to handle sensitive situations and support victims effectively.

[bookmark: _Toc228817109]5.6 Final Reflections

The present dissertation demonstrates that high-profile femicides in the United Kingdom are not isolated incidents. They are clear signs of systematic failure and a dysfunctional policing culture. The research has verified a gap between the government’s official claim of a “national emergency” and the lived reality of women on the ground. The overall conclusion of this paper is that without a fundamental change in institutional accountability, legislative ambition is ineffective. The present “trust deficit” noted in the study is visceral because the institutions mandated to safeguard women have consistently placed their reputation and the preservation of an internal “canteen culture” over victim safety. Unless the judicial system acknowledges the gendered dimension of femicide and moves from a reactionary disposition into a preventive shield, women will continue to be locked in a cycle of silence and vulnerability. 
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15. Do you think increasing police transparency is of more value than introducing new legislation for the safeguarding of women?
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8. How have these cases influenced your own belief in the police's capacity to safeguard women and girls?
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12. What improvements in police responses to Violence Against Women and Girls could be done in your opinion?
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9. Are you familiar with the “Tackling Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy"?
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10. Do you think “femicide” should be classified as a separate crime from homicide?
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11.0n a scale of 1-5, how successful do you feel the existing UK laws are at preventing femicide? (1 = Not successful at all, § = Highly succe
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