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This assignment will be critically evaluating the causes, impacts and responses to the UK anti-immigration riots in 2024, by focusing on the attacks against asylum seekers. Looking at a variety of aspects like the false information that was spread by far-right groups. Which in turn fuelled anti-imagination/racism by others. Along with the misinformation, adding to the already existing xenophobia, Islamophobia and nationalism and led to widespread unrest. Such as violence, several arrests, damage, communities being worried as well as further breakdown in society. 

The initial cause of the riots began when three children were unfortunately killed, along with many other people being wounded, in a stabbing incident in Southport. This sparked the start of false information being spread by far-right groups. Originally, the perpetrator had not been identified due to only being 17 years old. Fake accusations began not long after, it was later thought that the perpetrator was an asylum seeker who came to the UK not long ago. It was also rumoured that he was Syrian or Muslim and his name was Ali Al-Shakati, however Merseyside Police stated that this was not the case (Karim, 2025).

Furthermore, the actual perpetrator during the Southport stab attacks was confirmed to be a man called Rudakubana. He was born in Cardiff and had Rwandan family (Sanford, 2025). From this, it is clear to see that the alleged perpetrator from the rumours and the real perpetrator are from two entirely different backgrounds. However, due to the initial fake news that had been reported of the perpetrator being an asylum seeker, there were riots throughout various towns or cities in both England and Northern Ireland (BBC News, 2024). It is clear to see that the spread of misinformation can have a heavily damning effect on the public; large scale riots and anti-social behaviour began based on minimal rumours, as oppose to waiting for facts to be confirmed. 

Additionally, what must be considered is how social media was weaponised. A variety of posts were shared only mere hours after the attack happening. One LinkedIn post in particular went viral, having been seen eventually by millions of people online. In the post, it claimed that a migrant murdered and fatally wounded other children, as well as stating the time had come for the borders to be shut (Thomas, 2024). Regardless of whether the person who made this post had witnessed the incident, by making assumptions that the perpetrator was a migrant, and implying they were not from the UK, meaning borders should be shut for those who are not from the UK is an incredibly divisive, demeaning and strong message, with negative undertones caused by making sweeping generalisations. It can be argued that the post was made with hateful intent, and by sharing this online for others to see, it was inciting hatred. 

Another consideration in relation to this topic is anti-immigration and racism due to their prevalence. Throughout 27 cities in the UK, there were demonstrations against the public believed perpetrator of a stabbing, who at the time was thought to be an asylum seeker (Full Fact, 2024). So, this incident sparked outrage and hate on a vast scale throughout the whole of the UK making it a significant issue for both the police and government to manage at the time.

A different point that must be reviewed is who were behind the riots. Two of the 
parties who were involved with the riots were the British National Party and the 
National Front. They did this as they could exploit a devastating event just to 
encourage their own ideology and hatred (forRefugees, 2024). Moreover, this was 
not the only time the British National Party had spread misinformation. In 2008 the 
British National Party had carried out a campaign where they told fake news and 
spread misinformation, aimed at children in secondary schools. Their aim was to get 
those children to commit racial violence through telling fake news and political 
speech (UK Parliament , 2008). So, groups such as the British National Party do 
appear to be looking for opportunities to spread their hate filled messaging towards 
the public. Looking to educate people at any opportunity they can get.

Moreover, in relation to the Southport attack “a protest turned violent outside a Southport Mosque after false online accusations the attacker was a Muslim refugee who came from Syria on a small boat last year. Police said they believe the group were English Defence League (EDL) supporters and many had come from outside Merseyside. Ahead of the protest, Mr Farage said in a video: "I wonder whether the truth is being held from us, I don't know."” (Culbertson, 2024). 

Not only there is the EDL who are causing havoc and destruction of property but also Nigel Farage, a well-known public figure, who is stating things that could agitate those who may hear or see what he has to say. As well as saying it in a nature that would appear to want to undermine the government and for the public to not believe the government or police. Nigel Farage is currently the MP for the community of Clacton (UK Government , 2025). As an MP it is his duty to lead not spark further anger amongst the community.

Another example of hate being spread was when a man livestreamed to a big group 
of people online saying offensive words towards migrants whilst being outside a 
place that was housing asylum seekers. He was later convicted due to his actions          
(CPS, 2024). In doing this, it is not only a man presenting himself online to others 
showing acts of derogatory behaviour but also was doing it live. Anyone who looked 
at the content live would been able to see it as it happened, anyone could have seen 
this and it could have had a negative influence on those who did. Whether it was to 
encourage others to act the same or be affected by what they saw, the livestream is 
such negative behaviour with negative intentions and outcomes.

A different perspective to consider are those who acted in a nationalist manner 
during the riots. Alex Orndal was a man who posted several offensive posts during 
the riots last summer.  Some of which were suggesting for Mosques to be burnt with 
the followers inside, as well as that he was ready to fight and with the British flag on 
the post (Fairclough, 2024). While there is no issue with patriotism, using it in the 
name of such hatred, violence, murder and arson is despicable since there is no 
justification for those statements.

Currently in place there is the organisation called TellMAMA of which allows those who are Muslim who are from England to report any form of abuse a person may receive due to being a Muslim (TellMAMA, 2025).  Towards Muslims there was a big increase of “‘threatening behaviour’ in street-based cases. This amounts to a 715% increase in such cases between 2023 and 2024.” (TellMAMA, 2025). The negative reporting from many avenues following the riots has had a major effect on the Muslim community as Muslims are viewed in a negative light and a higher number of people than there was before.

Furthermore, anyone who lives in the UK should feel safe. Currently there is almost 50% of those who consider themselves Muslims and that do reside in the UK do feel not safe whilst using any form of social media. As well as above 50% of those who even go on the internet feel stressed by the experience, in both instances because of the current increasing cases of hate towards Muslims (Islam Relief, 2025). 

Other ways asylum seekers are being targeted is through the language that is used by far-right groups. Examples of this include “‘stop the boats’ and ‘taking our country back’. It was also infected by far-right claims about two-tier justice, with claims such as ‘you’re protecting them while they target kids” (Institute of Race Relations, 2025). This level of language is damming as it can be said that both asylum seekers who would hear this would feel that they are not wanted in the UK, as well as intimidated by the language used. Additionally, these statements and the language used is spreading further misinformation.

A different perspective to consider are what role children play. When the riots sparked after the Southport incident occurred there were children who were involved with the riots. Some of the children who were involved with the rioting made the decision of being involved with the protests very quickly, on the spot and the decisions were poorly thought out. (Children's Commissioner, 2025). This is a sad state of affairs when considering that children wanted to be involved with very negative and hostile affairs. Of which children may not fully comprehend what the riots were about and what they represented. Not forgetting the quickness of wanting to be involved with riots that involved hate towards another, which could show already the values of some children at such an early age who live in the UK. However, it was later found that another reason as to why many children were involved with the riots was because there is considered a significant distrust for the police and with limited younger persons opportunities is what drove children and younger people to being involved with the riots from last year. As it was seen as a chance to go against the police (Halliday, 2025). 

Some who were affected by the riots chose positive ways to respond. For example, Imam Kelwick, who is a Muslim, found a peaceful means to defuse a far-right rally in Liverpool. During the protest in the early night, Imam Kelwick approached those who were participating in a protest outside of a Mosque, offering burgers and discussing with the protestors why they were there (Vinter, 2024). By doing this, he was able to show his humanity as an approachable and friendly person, wanting to feed the very people who were opposed to his faith.  

 A consideration would be look at how the police responded regarding the riots. As the chaos happened rather suddenly, as opposed to responding to an event which would be planned. The police shared their resources amongst each other including various forces, sharing police officers amongst each other (House of Commons , 2024). This in turn would allow for police forces that may have felt they were overwhelmed by the rioting to be able to manage the situation easier to manage as best as possible regarding the circumstances.

Finally, what must be considered is the government response to the rioting from last summer. A response from the government was to have “the Crown Prosecution Service deployed over 100 additional prosecutors, boosting their 24-hour charging service, with additional advice from the Director of Public Prosecutions so they could move swiftly to charge.” (Home Office, 2024). This can ensure that those who were involved with the riots and other related offences would receive justice accordingly and to help prevent delay due to the number of riots that did occur. As well as this, there was an additional 567 prison places created for those who were involved with the riots (Culbertson, 2024). So, when there were additional prosecutions being carried out, there would be enough availability for prisons to manage the sheer volume of extra prisoners who would were convicted.

To conclude, the outbreak of the riots was very sudden and were caused by a variety of reasons, the majority being misinformation and hatred towards asylum seekers and the Muslim community. It should be considered that there is a serious issue that misinformation can be spread so easily throughout the UK public, causing serious and long-lasting negative impacts to both the Muslim community and asylum seekers. While the government and police found short term solutions to the riot, in the future it is essential that steps are put in place to prevent this from reoccurring. 
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