Identify the most suitable decoration for the temple of Athena Ergane within the context of Thorikos and explain your choices providing appropriate examples and parallels.

For a small temple – around a fifth of the size of the Parthenon – dedicated to Athena Ergane (the goddess of handiworks and crafts)[footnoteRef:1] around a total of 24 metopes and triglyphs along the lengths of the temple would be needed if they were to be about the same size as the metopes and triglyphs on the Parthenon. The sculptures on the 2 pediments and 12 metopes would all somehow relate to Athena Ergane (for example the Chalkeia festival for artisans dedicated to Athena Ergane and Hephaestus)[footnoteRef:2] or to the city of Thorikos (Theseus politically unifying Thorikos, Athens and 10 other cities under the rule of Athens).[footnoteRef:3] [1:  http://www.oxfordreference.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acref/9780195170726.001.0001/acref-9780195170726-e-135?rskey=XG9R1h&result=3 (Last accessed 06/10/18)]  [2:  https://www.researchgate.net/profile/George_Pantazis2/publication/279084816_The_symmetric_placing_and_the_dating_of_parthenon_and_hephaisteion_in_Athens_Greece/links/55b501ef08ae9289a08a65f8/The-symmetric-placing-and-the-dating-of-parthenon-and-hephaisteion-in-Athens-Greece.pdf p274, 277, 278 (Last accessed 06/10/18)]  [3:  https://www.gtp.gr/TDirectoryDetails.asp?id=14685 (Last accessed 06/10/18)] 

	On the east pediment would be the scene of Athena and Hephaestus creating Pandora, the first human woman. This scene was chosen to be on a pediment and not a metope because of the high relevance to Athena Ergane, for she and Hephaestus, the god of crafts and forging, were creating the first human woman from the earth.[footnoteRef:4] On the west pediment would be the weaving battle of Athena and Arachne. This too would be chosen for the high relevance to Athena Ergane, as she is directly weaving a cloth tapestry to compare against Arachne’s.[footnoteRef:5] In comparison, the Parthenon’s pediments were of the birth of Athena,[footnoteRef:6],[footnoteRef:7] seen her first victory as shown by Nike (the goddess of victory) crowned her with a laurel wreath after she came out of Zeus’s split head, and of her victory against Poseidon in becoming the patron god or goddess of Athens,[footnoteRef:8],[footnoteRef:9] which she won with her gift of an olive tree signifying prosperity through peace compared to Poseidon’s gift of a horse signifying prosperity through war. [4:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Pandora (Last accessed 06/10/18)]  [5:  http://www.theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaWrath.html#Arakhne (Last accessed 06/10/18)]  [6:  Woodford, S., The Parthenon, p37]  [7:  Beard, M., The Parthenon, p25]  [8:  Woodford, S., The Parthenon, p36]  [9:  Beard, M., The Parthenon, p25] 

	For the 12 metopes, a series of scenes and stories have been chosen; the 12 metopes will be depictions of: the birth of Athena, Athena and Poseidon vying over Athens, the creation of the flute,[footnoteRef:10] some local men from Thorikos mining, the laying of the acropolis,[footnoteRef:11] Theseus politically unifying Attica, Athena picking flowers with Persephone and Artemis,[footnoteRef:12] Athena’s adopted son and king of Athens Erichthonius,[footnoteRef:13] the king Kekrops,[footnoteRef:14] the Pyrrhic dance at the Panathenaia,[footnoteRef:15] the peplos dedicated to Athena at the Panathenaia,[footnoteRef:16] and finally the artisan’s festival Chalkeia dedicated to Athena Ergane and Hephaestus.[footnoteRef:17] Some, like the birth of Athena and the story of her crafting the flute,[footnoteRef:18] are chosen for their obvious significance to the goddess, while some, like the story of Theseus politically uniting Thorikos and other cities in Attica under the rule of Athens or of some local men mining, are more relevant to the city of Thorikos, a place with a silver mine.[footnoteRef:19]  [10:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Marsyas (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [11:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Akropolis (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [12:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Persephone (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [13:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Erikhthonios (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [14:  http://www.theoi.com/Heros/Kekrops.html (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [15:  http://theoi.com/Festival/Panathenaia.html Part 6b (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [16:  http://theoi.com/Festival/Panathenaia.html Part 8 (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [17:  https://www.researchgate.net/profile/George_Pantazis2/publication/279084816_The_symmetric_placing_and_the_dating_of_parthenon_and_hephaisteion_in_Athens_Greece/links/55b501ef08ae9289a08a65f8/The-symmetric-placing-and-the-dating-of-parthenon-and-hephaisteion-in-Athens-Greece.pdf]  [18:  http://theoi.com/Olympios/AthenaMyths.html#Marsyas (Last accessed 07/10/18)]  [19:  https://www.gtp.gr/TDirectoryDetails.asp?id=14685 (Last accessed 06/10/18)] 
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