An examination of the key concepts of social theory

    Social theory is a theory, where humans are playing vital role in it (Durke,2017). It is about society, interaction, if we do not have it, we will not establish a good society (ibid). The main idea of social theory is to make researches, find something out of something that might be related to society, its practice, and anything related to it. In other words, it can provide us with a something else when you put together all these little pieces, something bigger than we had before, it may lead to new explorations (Ransome,2010, p.15). Haralambos, Holborn and Heald (2004), stating that every member has clearly defined tasks in a cooperative enterprise. Haralambos, Holborn and Heald (2004) have compared humans and animals, saying that animals tend to act on instinct, where on the other hand, humans applying intelligence and behaviour they have learned, in addition to that, ants and bees are plain example of a great team, where everything is team-based and well-structured, they have it all based on instincts, and these survival instincts are giving them what they have, everyone in their little beehive has his own role he has to do, moreover, it has been proven that insects are also able to learn things, for example they are able to remember a path through something like a maze. 

    Functionalism is one of the theories of society, this theory shows us how society exists over time, trying to stabilise (Khan Academy, 2013). Haralambos (2004, xiv) says: “Functionalism begins with the observation that behaviour in society is structured”. Society is like an engine, everyone has a different role in society, and if one little piece of something will be missing, engine might not start (Durke,2017). Key aspects of society are family, economy or education, each of us has our own function, someone is a son, preacher or teacher, and we have to do what we are doing to satisfy everyone. (ibid). Another theory is conflict theory, which role is to see how society changes over time through conflict, people choosing sides of conflicts, and having disputes of being not able to come to agreement, which is forcing people to reconcile, or keep having issues, destroying the society, two conflicting sides ever after will lead to creating new society (Khan Academy, 2013). Social constructionism works a little bit different, everything is made by mind of humans, decisions they are coming to, things have value because people have come to agreement to have it, by doing that they are developing the society, constructing it (ibid).

   Society is a big system, and there is no society without culture (Durke,2017). In contrast with insects, humans have got no specific instincts to maintain their actions, so it is based on the guidance that they have learned throughout the life, and if you want society to be successful, then you have to share your knowledge between people, as without shared culture people would not be able to communicate and work together as a team, it would cause a chaos, so there is not only no society without culture, but also no society without shared culture (Haralambos, Holborn and Heald, 2004). There might be a misunderstanding between different societies, according to that every society has its own traditions, rules set by them and culture, and without knowing it you might seem arrogant saying something not acceptable in terms of culture, causing dispute or disrespect (ibid). Each society has got different norms, for example, how to dress, how to act in particular situation, it all varies from society to society.


   Another inherent process of social development is social evolution, a process of developing new more complicated and functional forms of social evolution (Durke,2017). To give an illustration, human history can be described as a process of social evolution (ibid). One of the most prominent social-evolution related British philosophers was Herbert Spencer (Durke,2017). Herbert Spencer had his own opinion saying that societies are transforming from simple state to more complex state, just like any other living organism (Delaney,2003). Moreover, he has combined theory of Darwin’s natural selection with his concept of survival of the fittest, which is a concept when weaker one dies, to look at how social systems progress or regress (ibid). His opinion was that stronger societies are growing and developing, but weaker ones are dying instead (ibid). In addition to that, he was assured that better civilization has more rights to exist because of its ability to progress in humanity (ibid). On the other hand, a scientist named Dunbar is sure that religion was an essential key to human social evolution (Zauzmer,2017). Dunbar (cited in Zauzmer,2017) states ‘Religion has served a lot of important functions in developing societies’. He tends to put religion alongside with laughter and singing to explain humans, as laughing and singing are stimulating endorphins, and it makes us feel bound together, which gives you feeling of belonging and connection with people (ibid).

   One of Birmingham’s Islamic school has suffered a gender separation in their school, separating pupils by sex by age of 9, court appeal case could lead other schools practicing segregation as well, which will make pupils feel lack of opposite sex, what is going to bring absence of communication with opposite sex, which is not good for child self-development at this age, and it is not only a religious thing, it is also a social inequality (Ross,2017).

   Social inequality is still present nowadays, it might be related with someone race, gender or sexual orientation, the way people dress, as it is not always about economy status or being wealthy (Hurst, Fitz and Nurse, 2016). Latest research has indicated that poor people are dying 7 years sooner than rich people, as well as they have chance to become disabled 17 years earlier rather than someone rich, if everyone had a higher education, it would be possible to prevent up to 202,000 premature deaths (Marmot, cited in Ramesh, 2015). Inequalities in conditions we are living at, are harming our wellbeing, and it costs around 550 lives during a day in United Kingdom (ibid). Low-status groups might try to create their own ranking system, for instance, working-class people are using their own criteria to stand out from everyone else (Lamont, cited in Hurst, Fitz and Nurse, 2016). They are using different moral criteria to differ from everyone else, like being hardworking and reliable person, instead of describing themselves with wealth or political power that would downgrade them to a lower status, as it all makes them feel needed and gives them better social status in their own mind (ibid). 

   Talking about social issues, firstly, puberty has been a massive issue for all developing countries, where 1 in 7 people has to survive for less than 1.25$ a day (NowThis World,2016). Along with puberty, hunger is a big issue as well, where approximately 800 million people have no access for a proper food, healthy living and water (ibid). Thirdly, absence of educational opportunities, mentioned that illiteracy is a major educational problem, as if all students had basic reading skills, world poverty would slightly reduce (ibid).


   In early social theory, theorists came to decision that humankind will be in control of their own future, they were assured that human is the creator, they had reasonable explanation for everything, and it has slowly led to industrial revolution (Ransome, 2010, p.27). Industrial revolution has begun in 1750, especially in Britain, where British had a superiority over others having big amounts of coal, which was very valuable that time, also having highest wages in the world (CrashCourse,2012). The eighteenth century was playing important role in history of Britain, as transformation and changes have occurred, and as a result it gave us everything that we have today, as in eighteenth century British had largest fleet in the world (Dewi Griffiths, 2013). Free education, cars, electricity, antibiotics, that is all consequences of industrial revolution (CrashCourse, 2012). In comparison, before industrial revolution has taken place, 80% population of the world were farmers, our days we have less than 1% of farmers (ibid). Thomas Newcomen has created a first steam engine in 1712 to clear water out of mines, so there was more coal to power more steam engines (Dewi Griffiths, 2013). In the nineteenth century, British have taken a lead over world market, where their goods dominated world trade, that has allowed them to become the workshop of the world, where they had no rivals (BBC,2011). Twentieth century saw mass production techniques, and birth of management theory, to make workers productive (Durke,2017). Industrialisation has affected industry in a big way, made an impact on aspirations, ideologies, and motivations (BBC,2011). Situation has changed comparing to eighteenth century, generating new machines and ideas with possibility to be rich, which is called transformation (Dewi Griffiths,2013). 



   Progress has not stopped, and impact of machines is changing our society, which means that for people with disabilities another industrial revolution could bring super powers (Durke,2017). Forth Industrial revolution will be a new era of possibilities, that will be able to help you in everyday life, or to better perform in sport. It is going to have different innovations such as exoskeleton, so you can try to use robotic legs to perform walking, helping paralyzed people to walk, to give them incentive to live, making a big impact on life (Skarstein,2016). Hancock (2017) states ‘Our goal must be to automate work, but humanise jobs. Allow machines to do the dangerous, boring, and repetitive, and ensure we humans have the capacity to do the creative, empathetic and interactive’.

[bookmark: _GoBack]   Above all, nineteenth century was proud to have Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber, as they were three leading theorists of their time, who have shown remarkable impact on developing sociological theory (Royce,2015). Comparing to other sociologists, these three are the most prominent, as they have shown compelling personal interest in their work, who have always gone deep in their analyses, to find the truth, as well as being creative and original (ibid). These are one of the reasons why they are called “founding fathers” (Ransome,2010, p,45). Moreover, there was something they had in common (sesync annapolis,2016). All of them were concerned about ‘The Great Transformation’ that took place in nineteenth century, each of them were supporters of Charles Darwin, all of them have produced a lot of artwork, and all three were interested in structure of market exchanges (ibid). Furthermore, they still have not lost their influence and importance in our days, as their writings, opinions, comparisons, and provoking contrasts remain nowadays, as their readings are compulsory to understand sociological theory and comprehend contemporary world (Royce,2015). Today there is still a difference between rich and poor is still a problem, and in our days ideas of Karl Marx are still considered in global business (DarthMarston ,2016).

   Furthermore, these three sociologists are different in their own way (Durke,2017). ‘The Communist Manifesto’ and ‘Das Kapital’, are two most popular books of Karl Marx, they both are illustrating critics of society and capitalism as Marx has seen it (Charon,2012). Marx was assured that economy was a vital aspect in society, where you could find anything about society through economic forces, he has also created a theory of society that would focus on social issues (ibid). Americans believe that Marx has brought to this world a unique way of understanding society, and he has created a critical model of society that everyone relies on (ibid). No one on the other hand has influenced the creation of sociological perspective more than Max Weber (ibid). He is well-known for his book, named ‘The Protestant Ethic’ and ‘the Spirit of Capitalism’, that shows Weber’s interest in culture, religion, belief system, and this is why he is so important for the religion studies (ibid). He was the first to challenge Marx’s theory of capitalism (Durke,2017). If Marx is more of critical inequality and capitalism sociologist, then Weber is cultural sociologist, who was showing his interest in social class, conflict, and power (Charon,2012). Durkheim was more of a scientist, he was the one making observations (Durke,2017). He was concerned of ways, where society can work as a whole, where his most famous book, ‘Suicide’, was showing a controversy of rate of suicide reflecting social level of connection to each other (Charon,2012).

   

   In other words, sociology has earned a lot from Marx, Weber, Durkheim, and from all the work that they have done (ibid). In addition to that, social theory has to focus on real world around us, but not on theoretical thoughts that may not show the real picture (Durke,2017).  
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