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Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on Learning Experience 
Introduction 
A virtual learning environment (VLE) is described as an online platform providing students and educators digital solutions meant to improve the learning experience. Compared to the virtual classroom that is often meant to duplicate what the physical classroom does, the VLE leverages technology to complement the in-class learning experience. Some of the tools involved for instance, include digital communication, polls, and other interactions on the platform (TOPHAT, n.d.). The primary objective is often to enhance an interactive and active learning environment. The VLE offers educators a chance to create, disseminate, and store content, as well as to plan lessons and courses, boost communication between the and students, among other benefits. In many cases, a VLE will make part of the bigger learning management system (LMS). This paper aims at exploring the impact of VLE on student learning experiences. The focus is on primary data, as well as secondary research on the topic. 
Survey Results & Discussion 
The Study 
To prove the impact of VLE on learning outcomes, there was a need to conduct primary research on student experiences based in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The process involved primary data collection, summary, analysis, and presentation to demonstrate the impact. The questionnaire used in this case contained 6 questions but was also enriched by physical interviews on instructors and students’ views on VLE impact on education outcomes as below. The variables prioritized in the survey used encompassed the effect of VLE approaches to the students’ grade. A sample of 18 students responded to the questionnaire as attached below in the appendices part. 
Findings and Discussion
On average, learners spend about 96.67 minutes each day during their busiest sessions while in school. Different students have had different experiences while at it, and perceive VLE, their instructors in that respect, and various shortcomings differently. For instance, 78% of students said that VLE tools and online learning impacted their grades positively as compared to the traditional approach of physical learning, holding other factors constant. On the other hand, 22% of the students said that VLE approaches in their studies did not have a lot of impact when it came to their grades. Below is the pie chart representing these figures. 

In addition, there exists various advantages observed among students, as well as shortcomings. Some of the advantages included an increase in equality while learning in classrooms, accessibility, a sense of community, savings in terms of learning costs, boosted worldview, boosted skills in tech, real time feedback, more flexibility and much more. With VLE, even the students who deal with issues such as anxiety have a chance to contribute to discussions through text and messaging on online discussions. Further, more students and learners can access content and advance their studies. Another advantage of VLE learning is that students can create relations with other learners based on their interests. This approach then leads to better collaboration in learning projects that boosts teamwork and grades. 
Further, VLE learning saves on education cost on items such as accommodation, travel, fuel, and much more. It is a great approach to save on educational cost. It also improves on the students’ world view and thinking because the sessions include learners from different parts of the globe, with different backgrounds and culture. Gaining insights from other cultures can help one gain new insights on issues like problem solving to become better at what one does. Technical skills and real time feedback while utilizing VLE approaches in education boost the success rates of students as they can act on the feedback offered early enough to end up with a good grade, for instance.    
As per the student perspectives, VLE offers these benefits, which in most cases outweigh the challenges that come with it. Institutions and educators should understand that currently, most students will approach VLE from an industrial age mindset point of view (Holland et al., n.d.). These students will want to try using VLE first, before taking a deep dive into the same. For instance, they would like to use it just like any other computer programs they are used to, as compared to the linear approach that is normally applied while teaching in many schools. Also, students will anticipate instructors to focus on the learning process in place of the content being used during virtual lessons. 
Despite these advantages, some of the students have highlighted various challenges especially those related to the complexity that comes with VLE. For instance, some students have complained about the complexity that comes with the assessment approaches and password management. Learners have found themselves in situations where they must create and maintain several passwords for security, and to facilitate access to different resources online. In addition, there could be cases where the instructors and institutional managements often relax and fail to empower students with the confidence to deal with these technological approaches. In many instances, it has acted as huge barrier to the success of VLE approaches (InfoNet, n.d.). It even becomes harder when students must access various resources using different approaches, where one platform is absent. 
Secondary Research/Literature Review  
In addition, there is a need to assess current literature on the impact of VLE on learning outcomes and learn from it to boost learning outcomes at the subject University. For example, according to Mosquera (2017) VLE offers a chance to use exceptional virtual spaces that educators and students can capitalize on to share and present resources and tasks, while interacting with each other. Such a platform offers a chance to teach a complete online curriculum or support the face-to-face interaction. The primary objective is to motivate, ease, and offer learning experiences which go above the typical classroom. Research has it that VLE offers positive effects across various contexts.
Regardless of the improved learning environment, VLE also has some shortcomings. Some authors argue that VLEs waste time, others refer to it as a platform that to not provide added value to the teaching and the learning process, while others conclude that such technologies do little to boost student learning. Another qualitative study by Mosquera (2017) sought to unearth the impact of the implementation of the VLE environment while learning English as a foreign language in Colombia. The study encompassed a sample of 210 students and 5 educators. Class observations, questionnaires, narratives, as well as other quick surveys were used as the research instruments.
The study concluded that learners felt motivated and enthusiastic on the VLE use and recommended that teachers should implement these environments in the lessons. Another conclusion was that learners are still not confident when it comes to the use educational technology, even though they have been using various tools in the current digital age. In addition, laboratories, computers, as well as other internet connectivity infrastructure remain the main threats towards the implementation of a successful VLE environments. However, when these challenges are addressed, it is observed that learners found tech-based learning satisfactory, and in the foreign language learning (Mosquera, 2017). 
Further, Bashshar (2017) conducted a study to understand how social and external contextual factors impacted adult learners’ motivation to learn while in a VLE. The qualitative research encompassed 8 workers of the federal government who used VLE for professional advancement. The data collected from surveys, direct observations, as well as interviews was analyzed via an inductive coding approach to establish various patterns and existing themes for the research at hand. The outcome had it that the respondents perceived visual learning, simplicity, control of learning, instructor support, tech support, as well as tech competence as significant factors when it comes to addressing issues in virtual learning environment to boost talent advancement. 
Bashshar (2017) also supports constructivist learning approach to boost self-directed and collaborative learning to improve the effectiveness of VLE. Social media technology stands out as a great tool to boost the success rate of VLE. Some of the tools under social media technology include wikis, video streamlining, blogs, social networking, among others. These tools have the capacity to permit students to take part and work together with each other to boost their learning outcomes. These tools bring about engagement and interaction that regularly result into knowledge construction. VLE has the capacity to advance constructivist and interactive learning, as well as offering educators the chance to utilize various technologies to assist learners utilize their critical thinking skills to create knowledge and coin new meanings. 
Another applicable theory applied in the context of VLE is the self-determination theory that seeks to address motivation in the classroom while learning online on the web or on other virtual spaces. The theory contains three aspects based on a learner’s needs, the competency aspect, autonomy or independence, and the feeling of belonging. Under self-determination, there should be four factors, self-regulation, self-actualization, autonomy, and psychological empowerment. This theory has it that people possess a desire to be part of a social setting with others, and often desire to have some mastery and control over their current environment. Self determination is mostly impacted by different external and internal factors. Mental maturity and intelligence are some internal aspects that impact self determination and there exists a strong correlation between self determination and IQ.  
Further, this theory offers an understanding of engaging learners while engagement is a fundamental motivational factor. Students who show up and engage with others while remaining autonomous for motivation are often focused and they often want to control their learning by themselves. This theory, then, could assist address issues of motivation that are related to successful online learning as the requirements for successful VLE learning are often elements of this theory. This theory forms the framework for motivation of studying both face to face and online. When this theory is considered in VLE learning approaches, feedback, choice, competence, educator’s role during discussions, interest, collaboration, interest, and relevance all influences the student’s intrinsic learning motivation (Bashshar, 2017).
Additionally, VLE has been applied in other aspects of education such as special education to ensure every learner has an equal chance of succeeding in their education. A study by Nwabude (n.d.) sought to understand the impact of VLE in enhancing the assessment for learning Mathematics in special education under the secondary level of education. Th study concluded that VLE enhances how learning is evaluated for learning by giving educators a chance to give instant feedback, as well as insights to special education learners who want to take charge of their own learning, as well as those who are motivated to correct their mistakes while learning.  
VLE provides numerous advantages and tasks that boost student’s success in aspects such as the out of school learning evaluation for special students, among others. In this context, VLE offers a chance to curriculum mapping, tracking learners, online support in learning, effective communication, and links to other learning resources. It helps break the curriculum into small sections that favor all kinds of students, including the disabled and non-disabled students. With VLE, one can also schedule various activities and provide necessary tools to explore social situations and try various responses to a given behavior in learning. Examples of software under VLE include but not limited to Blackboard, Lotus Learning Space, COSE, Moodle, WebCT, and Fronter (Nwabude, n.d.). 
Conclusion
In conclusion, many students appreciate and have the right skills to utilize VLE learning spaces, and to boost their learning outcomes. It allows for innovative learning approaches that optimized the intent of the existing curricula, improves on teaching by making it more effective, and addresses the different needs based on the diversity of the students at hand. Each student has an equal chance of accessing education as compared to the traditional approaches of learning. However, technological gaps still need to be addressed, as well as the complexity that comes with some of VLE environments. The tools involved should be minimized and students should be able to access content under one broad umbrella rather than numerous tools with different kind of content in each. This will even boost the learning outcomes, as compared to the current state. 
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Appendices
A. Questionnaire 
1. How do you feel about VLE in general when it comes to your learning outcomes? 
a. Not helpful 
b. Moderately helpful 
c. Very helpful 
2. How conversant are you with the use of VLE tools? 
a. Very conversant 
b. Moderately conversant 
c. Not conversant 
3. On average, how many minutes do you spend online using VLE tools? 
4. Have your grades increased after you started utilizing VLE tools fully in your education? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
5. Have you faced any shortcoming when it comes to the use of VLE approach and tools in your education? Please expound. 
6. How are your instructors supportive when using VLE tools to learn online? 
a. Super helpful 
b. Helpful 
c. Not helpful at all 
B. Excel Worksheet with Data (attached)
 
VLE Impact on Grades


YES	NO	14	4	

