
Scheme of Paul’s Letters 
 
The shape of Paul’s letters conforms to formalities of letter writing in antiquity 
generally. The very short letter to Philemon serves as an example of this structure 
which can be found in the other undisputed Pauline letters as well: 
 

a. Salutation and opening greeting 
b. Thanksgiving and intercession 
c. Body of the Letter: Request for voluntary decision 
d. Personal and liturgical conclusion   

 
 
 
 
 

OUTLINE OF THE LETTER TO PHILEMON 
 

 
 
 
1. Salutation        1-3 
  

a. Sender – Paul      1a 
 b. Recipients – Philemon, Apphia, Archippus 
     and the ekklesia      1b-2 
 c. Greeting       3 
 
 
2. Thanksgiving        4-7 
 
 
3. Body of the Letter       8-22 
  

a. Return of Onesimus     8-20 
 b. Anticipated apostolic visit    21-22  
 
 
4. Conclusion       23-25 
  

a.Final greetings      23-24 
 b.Grace and benediction 


