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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An investigation into county lines, exploitation, and its effect on young people ages 12 to seventeen in the community.

INTRODUCTION:

County lines is defined as ‘gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing area.’ (National Crime Agency, 2018) It is coordinated using dedicated telephone supply lines. A common feature of county lines within communities is the exploitation of young people, and these young people are often coerced and encouraged to supply drugs for organised crime groups. This is usually done by a member of the organised crime group befriending them, both online and offline, and they are then later manipulated into drug dealing for them. 

According to statistics, from years 2012 to 2016, 77% of children ages ten to seventeen were arrested in the UK for the possession of a class A drug with intent to supply. This statistic shows that more than half of the population of children are involved in county lines. In 2019, further research was conducted which found that 46% of young people aged 15 to 19 are involved in organised crime groups and county lines. (Pitts, 2021) The above statistics suggest that young people are often targets for more senior members who are running county lines organisations. 

County lines organisations are notorious for targeting young, vulnerable people. Certain groups of young people are deemed as more vulnerable and an easier target to exploit, for example, young people who are predominantly ages twelve to seventeen and children in care. Youth worker Nequela Whittaker has spoken with an unidentified male on a documentary, who is referred to as ‘A’, who currently works for an organised crime group, and he stated that he was recruited to sell drugs at age fourteen and he is now eighteen years of age. The male stated that they predominantly recruit young people around the age of fourteen. (Whittaker, 2022) The documentary suggests that young people who are recruited into county lines later have difficulty leaving the organisation and those who are recruited usually come from backgrounds with ‘broken homes.’ The documentary also suggests that those young people who are involved in county lines do not have support and the right support from agencies.

This project aims to investigate county lines and it will also analyse the effect it has on young people, specifically those young people who are ages twelve to seventeen. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of this dissertation research is to establish the effect of county lines on young people who are ages twelve to seventeen. It will also look at how these young people are recruited into county lines and organised crime groups and why these young people are targeted specifically. This dissertation will consider the types of young people who are recruited into county lines groups and the reasons why these young people get involved. 

To achieve this, I will create a questionnaire for police officers including those on front line response, the organised crime department, and the neighbourhood policing team in South Wales Police. The questionnaire will ask open and closed questions, such as how much experience the officer has, have they dealt with organised crime before and what ages were the individuals involved and what are their opinions on the effects of organised crime and young people. These are a fraction of topics that will be covered within the questionnaire. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Whilst researching the effects of county lines on young people ages twelve to seventeen, lots of research has been conducted all over the UK, therefore the dissertation will be limited in scope given the broad nature of the subject, and the dissertation has a maximum of 8,000 words. There is very limited research on county lines and young in certain rural areas, including my own patch in South Wales Police force. Different areas also have different crime rates, for example, urban areas, have more issues with county lines compared to rural areas.

Headteachers across the UK are under the impression that young people in secondary schools are being groomed and recruited to join county lines due to economic problem within the UK - the cost-of-living crisis. (Fazackerley, 2022) With everything becoming more expensive, teachers believe that this makes young people become more vulnerable to being exploited and accepting gifts from those in the organised crime groups, especially those who live in poverty or with less household income. This research further suggests that those young people with less household income are more likely to accept gifts and be groomed by exploiters. This research was conducted in 2022, therefore suggesting that it is a reliable and current source. However, a limitation of this research is that the sample only included those working in education so this research can be subjective. Furthermore, recent research indicates that young people are groomed and exploited into county lines using social media, specifically snapchat and Instagram. (Taylor, 2023) This again links in with the cost-of-living crisis within the UK as families are struggling with household income. Research shows that there are lots of factors which contribute to young people being groomed and exploited into county lines, however these young people are deemed as vulnerable young people.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Firstly, I am going to collect primary data to establish the effects on young people involved in county lines. The collection of data is going to be conducted by using an online questionnaire, which has been created for this specific research project. The questionnaire will include open, closed, and multiple-choice questions. This project is going to utilise a mixed method approach to obtain the relevant data.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Once complete, the questionnaire will be available for police officers within South Wales police to complete. It will be accessed via a hyperlink and all participants will be anonymous and cannot be identified. This will give a better insight into the views of police officers from different departments on county lines. Social desirability bias will be avoided as the questionnaire will be completed anonymously; this will also encourage honest feedback from participants.

The sample group is going to be police officers within South Wales Police force, and I have chosen this sample because this can include response officers and those from specialist departments. By having a larger sample size, the representations and views of the participants may be more accurate. However as there will be a variety of police officers answering this questionnaire, the validity of the research may be reduced slightly. The data collected from this survey will not contain personal details from police officers and therefore will not breach confidentiality. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

My research must be conducted ethically. No personal questions will be asked on the questionnaire. The only questions asked will be age, gender, and what department the police officer works on, and the questionnaire will be anonymous to ensure that no one can be identified, and permission will be sought from the participants.

	TIME SCALE:

The current timeframes are set out by the submission deadlines determined by the university, and these are:

	Submission: Research proposal & ethics form
	22.05.2023 

	Proposal feedback
	12.06.2023

	Submission: Literature review
	31.07.2023

	Submission: research methodology and planning
	11.09.2023

	Submission: analysis of results
	30.10.2023

	Submission: findings and conclusion
	04.12.2023

	Submission: final project 
	02.01.2023

	Submission: 1st rework
	29.01.2024

	Submission: 2nd rework

	19.02.2024



I will utilise my protected learning days and complete the work prior to the submission deadlines to manage the workload for the dissertation.
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