Building a sample network lab

Important lessons were learned by the author during building the sample network. The first issue was identified when trying to configure the switches as it rapidly became apparent that the switches hadn’t been initialized properly to an empty state. Thus the first lesson learned was to make sure all connected switches were properly initialized by erasing any previous start-up configurations using the commands: delete vlan.dat followed by erase startup-config and reload. After configuring the switches and then attempting to verify the connectivity of the network no pings were successful, after investigation the issue was identified as an enabled windows firewall on one of the connected computers. Thus the second lesson learned was to ensure that the windows firewall of any connected computers was disabled, this allowed the pings across the network to be successful. 
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