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	Title of Dissertation:
Can Martha Nussbaum’s Capability Theory of Justice help solve the crisis in women’s housing (in the UK)?


	Aims and Objectives:
To compare a utilitarian (current) approach to UK housing policy with that of a capabilities approach.
To show that the housing crisis is particularly acute for women. Inadequate housing damages women disproportionately – by impacting on their freedom and agency – important constituents of wellbeing (Sen cited in Peter, 2003, p.17-18). Shelter report ‘Almost 1 in 2 single women are denied the right to a safe home’ (Schofield, 2021)
To compare the notion of ‘dignity’ (Nussbaum), with ‘agency’ and ‘freedom’ (Sen) in the concept of ‘wellbeing’ and assess whether Nussbaum’s ten universal Central Capabilities could be applied to UK housing policy to improve housing justice for women.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Standard economic theory dictates that the provision of more homes (particularly for home ownership) best meets the preferences of the wider public, thereby leading to overall happiness maximisation. Housing policy in the UK is, therefore, broadly utilitarian (Government White Paper, 2017). 
But women need better housing, not more housing as our politicians so often claim. We do not have a housing shortage, we need to share the housing we have more equally (Dorling, 2014).
Nussbaum’s Capabilities Approach stands in opposition to utilitarianism and is based on notions of human ‘dignity’ and Aristotelian ‘flourishing’. She has put forward a list of ten Central Capabilities (Nussbaum, 2011, p.33-34) that she argues are more fundamental to human wellbeing than happiness alone. These are: Life, bodily health, bodily integrity, senses imagination and thought, emotions, practical reason, affiliation, other species, play and control over one’s environment (Nussbaum, 2011, p.33-34). Although adequate shelter is only explicitly mentioned in her second (bodily health) and final capability (control over one’s environment) I expect to find that none of Nussbaum’s ten Central Capabilities are met by current housing policy in the UK if you are a woman on a median income. (Reis, 2019). 
The Women’s Budget Group (WBG) claim that the housing crisis is gendered. ‘Women’s lower incomes relative to men’s means they are less able to afford housing and their caring responsibilities mean they have specific needs when securing a suitable home for themselves and their children’ (Reis, 2019). Though the WBG emphasise the economic case for reform ‘income and wealth are not good proxies for relative disadvantage’ (Nussbaum, 2011, p.145)
The capabilities approach can be used to shine a light on the ‘relative disadvantage’ to which Nussbaum refers. Many of these disadvantages are brought about by existing household inequalities and the influence of social/gender norms on women’s beliefs and preferences (Sen cited in Peter, 2003, p.18) which the provision of more (rather than better) homes will do little to change.
In ‘The Second Sex’ Beauvoir asserts we experience freedom as ‘situated freedom’ which is to say our freedom is ‘constrained’ (though not determined) by our situation (Bergoffen & Burke, 2021). Fabienne Peter claims that social choice theories ought to be ‘more responsive to situated agency and thus to issues of participation and exclusion” (Agarwal et al. 2005, p.5) And Nussbaum cites the problems of ‘‘preference adaption’ which can lead women to accept circumstances which harm their own wellbeing (Nussbaum, 2011, p.54)
I wish to explore how the role of housing influences women’s lives at every level. I wish to show how better, fairer, more flexible housing could improve the wellbeing of women by enhancing their potential to participate fully, and whether the capabilities approach can help to bring about housing justice for women.
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