Chapter 3
EDUCATION

Education it is said, provide some of the happiest moments of our lives. Whether this is true or no is probably down to individual experiences but in Llanfynydd these experiences began as early as 1730 and the school established here is probably amongst some of the oldest primary schools in Wales.

The following is a church report on the founding of the school:

The Rev David Jones was vicar of Llanfynydd 1710-134. on 20th October, 1738, when residing in London, he created a Deed of Trust  between David Jones of Fisher Street, near Red Lion Square, co, Middlesex, clerk, of the one part & Nicholas, bishop of St David’s George Jones of Pantglas esqr. And David Havard of Carmarthen, clerk of the other part. WHEREAS David Jones heretofore erected a school-house and Dwelling House on north side of the churchyard of Llanfynydd and has for some years past nominated twelve poor boys and girls to be taught by a School-master by him also nominated and has endowed it with a salary of six pounds. NOW this indenture witnesseth the said David Jones grants to Nicholas, bishop of St David’s, George Jones and David Havard the School and dwelling-house and a half acre of land lately purchased from Owen Bridgstock Esqr. (died 1746) and he gives three hundred pounds to carry on the trust. Revd. George Jones vicar, who died in April 1751, appears to have been brothers, but Revd. David Jones does not state that he was related to them.
The Rev David Jones is mentioned in the Llanfynydd Burial Register and his entry is followed by “16th Novbr. 1747 the Rev David Jones who erected the Charity School. In his will dated 27th June 1939, he is described as Rev David Jones, clerk, of St george the Martyr, Queen’s Square, London. In it he indicated that he wanted to be buried in Llanfynydd Churchyard at a cost not exceeding one hundred pounds and mentioned his brothers Daniel and Willliam, his nephews Edward, David and George Jones and several other relatives. He referred to the Deed of Trust of 1738 and appointed as executors his kinsman Rev David Harvard vicar of Abergwili, and Mr Thomas Jones of Pantglas, attorney-at-law, and gave them ten pounds a-piece.  By Codicil 11th March 1746/7  there was an addition to his will stating that:

Whereas John Jones Esq. Of Pantglas owes me by Bond one hundred pounds, I give to the parish church of Llanfynydd for three sermons yearly and the Sacrament to be administered on St. Paul’s Day, Holy Thursday, and on Michaelmas day, and the clergymen to be paid ten shillings on each day, and twelve shillings on each day to be distributed among the Poor that shall come to the Sacrament. I give my sacramental Challis and Paten for the use of the parish church of Llanfynydd for ever; to my grand nephew Mr Thomas Lewis of Yniswen fifty pounds when his chapel shall be built, and to him the residue of my personal effects except books. And whereas I built a Charity School at Llanfynydd I declare that the same shall not be turned into a vicarage house or made use of for any other purpose than a Charity School.
Charity schools, aimed at providing a very basic education for the poor, became a prominent feature of eighteenth century life; many were founded by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK). Others, like that established at Llanfynydd, were funded by subscriptions and endowments. The vicar and churchwardens played an active part in selecting as many poor children as the money allowed to receive a basic education.  By 1846 there were forty children in the school, eighteen of them were in school for less than a year, twelve for less than two years, eight for less than three years and two for less than four years. On April 13th 1954 the school caught fire and was totally destroyed. The school was then held in the Vicarage and in Amor’s vestry for two years. It was reopened on June 13th 1956 by the Lord Bishop of St. David’s the Rt. Rev Havard  thereby continuing over  two hundred and twenty four years of education in the village.
The schools available to the majority of children before 1870 were those provided by the Anglicans, National Schools and those provided by the Nonconformists, British Schools and  both these religious groups believed that education for the poor should be ‘elementary’. Within a framework of Christian teaching, working-class pupils should be given a basic grounding in reading, writing and simple arithmetic. Later in the century when other subjects were added to the curriculum the schools still remained ‘elementary’. They were intended to provide a basic education for children of a particular social class – those who could support themselves by manual labour. They were not primary schools in the modern sense, and there were never, until the very end of the century, any suggestion by Church or State that elementary school pupils should be able to go on to secondary education When they finished at the elementary school the only option for many was a lifetime of manual work.

In these voluntary schools promising boys and girls were selected at the age of 13 and apprenticed as pupil-teachers to work for five years under their head teacher and within their own school. The teachers who trained them during that time received government grants, subject to the pupil-teachers passing an annual examination conducted by the government-appointed inspectors. At the end of their apprenticeship they could apply for a Queen’s Scholarship to a teacher training college such as Trinity College, Carmarthen which was opened in 1848.
Both the National and British schools were inspected by government inspectors after 1833. Although their visits were not popular with staff or pupils they helped to introduce new ideas and to raise standards, as well as doing a great deal to ensure a uniformity of educational practice, throughout Wales. By the early 1860s it was clear that the voluntary bodies on their own, even with the help of government grants could not cope with the growing educational demands of a growing population. A Commission set up by the Government stated in 1861 that what was needed was ‘the extension of sound and cheap elementary instruction’. ‘Cheap’ was the important word here. It was suggested that the state should pay a capitation grant for every pupil in regular attendance and able to satisfy the government inspector in reading, writing and arithmetic, together with an extra grant for every pupil-teacher. There was no suggestion that school fees should be abolished, in fact it was specifically stated that the amount received from grants should not exceed the sum raised by voluntary societies from fees or contributions. This came to be known as ‘Payment by Results’. Was it a good system? The government saved money - the education grant fell by 25 percent in three years. It encouraged schools to pressure pupils into longer and more regular school attendance in order to obtain the largest grant and it did improve standards. The inspector’s report affected teacher’s salaries, even their job security but it did lead to concentrating on rote learning of grant-earning subjects, at first only reading, writing and arithmetic although later other subjects were added. The emphasis on grant-earning led some teachers to falsify registers in order to improve the average attendance figures. The new scheme also withdrew the pupil teacher’s grant and this led to a rapid decline in their number.
In 1870 the Government passed a new educational act sometimes known as Forster’s Education Act.  The act required the establishment of elementary schools nationwide. These were not to replace or duplicate what already existed but supplement those already run by the churches, private individuals and guilds. The schools were often called “board schools".

These elementary schools had to be non-denominational. The school boards could charge a weekly fee not exceeding 9 pence. For a limited period the school boards could pay the fees if the parents were unable to do so. The Voluntary Schools such as Llanfynydd, could also receive such payment of fees from the school boards.
School Inspections and Returns 1879 to 1925

By the first entry available, the School was known as the Llanfynydd National School whilst the Chairman of the School board was the vicar Rev. J.S. Williams and the number on the school role was 52. In 1879 the report of Her Majesties Inspector (H.M.I.) censured the head teacher for not taking enough care in recording pupil’s ages and that there were to be no erasures in the admission register. It also recorded that a grant of £46 8s. 0d. was allocated to the school. Between 1879 and 1880 the grant fluctuated between £40 0s. 0d. and £46 0s 0d. but in 1881 because of poor Arithmetic and Geography results part of the grant was withheld and the school only received     £32  9s. 2d  with 50 pupils on the roll. The H.M.I. report of 1880 also noted that fumes given off by the classroom stove was detrimental to the health of both the headmaster and pupils, and he suggested that a higher chimney stack should be built clearing the pitch of the roof.

By 1893 matters began to improve and although there were only 28 pupils on roll, the school was allocated a grant of £56 6s. 0d. but the school did not have any urinals. By 1894 the school was a warded a certificate of excellence for the drawings submitted by the boys of the school. In June 1896 the number on roll had increased to 45 and the grant awarded was £66 13s 1d. but again there were complaints about the lack of urinal facilities and low desks. It was also noted that the school had been closed for seven months since the H.M.I. report of 1894 due to a severe outbreak of diphtheria in the neighbourhood.

Infectious disease was an expected, and in some areas an almost everyday feature of nineteenth-century life. Smallpox, typhus, typhoid, dysentery, diphtheria, scarlet fever, tuberculosis and cholera were among the many illnesses that made towns in particular as well as some rural areas, unhealthy places to live. Overcrowding, malnutrition, and poor hygiene and sanitation assisted in the cultivation and spread of disease.
It was inevitable that those most vulnerable to infection were the poorest inhabitants living in the poorest conditions, although wealthier citizens were not immune. Children were particularly susceptible and childhood mortality rates across much of the country were very high.
	1914

May 6th 
	Miss Lloyd under the auspices of the ‘King Edward VII Welsh memorial Association’, delivered a lecture this morning on the ‘Laws of Health and prevention of Tuberculosis’. At the close she expressed her pleasure at seeing some of the parents present, which, excepting in one case had been the exception in Carmarthenshire.



	1915 

Apr. 9th 
	Whooping-cough has seriously affected attendance of the children in the Lower Division

	Apr 13th 
	Head Teacher absent through illness

	Apr 16th 
	Whooping-cough is increasing

	1922
Jan 4th 
	School reopened after the Xmas Holidays. The attendance during the month of Dec. was again satisfactory 93% but this week, chiefly through illness, the attendance is 75%. Cases of Scarlet Fever have been reported by the Attendance Officer, but not verified by the doctor.

	Jan 31st 
	Attendance poor chiefly owing to reported cases of scarlet fever and chicken pox.

	Feb 21st 
	… all children that have been absent since Xmas holidays because of infectious diseases are back at school.

	1923
Jan 30th 
	A very poor attendance.
The absent children are suffering from bad coughs and colds

	March 16th 
	The attendance this week has been very low, but chiefly through illness.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


There was considerable concern over attendance figures with many schools suggesting that compulsory attendance should be introduced, which of course it was in 1880. The Mundella Act (1880) made Elementary education compulsory (although still not free). It was not until 1891 that Free State education was provided, but the compulsory attendance element was not rigorously enforced. The 1893 “Half-Time” Act also illustrates the tension between education, family and work. This system attempted to resolve the problem of young children being forced by their family to work full-time by allowing 10 and 11 year olds to spend half the week in school and the other half in work. 
Between 1897 and 1904 pupil numbers ranged from 42 to 60 and the grant from £334 11s. 0d. to £122 1s. 9½d.  The headmaster Mr Frederick Smith received a salary of £84 16s 9d per annum rising to £95 by 1905. Criticism had been levied at the school earlier for not having sufficient staff to teach the children effectively. In 1899 the staff consisted of the headteacher and a boy assistant from standard five. The following year there was a female assistant Margaretta Davies who by 1901 was receiving a salary of £12 10s. 0d. In 1904 it was noted that the school also obtained funding from two charities namely the Coynant Charity (£13 1s. 3d.) and the Bevan Charity (£2 0s. 0d.).

The H.M.I. report for 1904 stated that the school continued to make fair progress but that due to the closure of the school on account of epidemic sickness, and other circumstances, the general progress of the children had been affected. Greater thoroughness and intelligence would be expected in the work by the following year. The schoolroom and premises were criticized as needing considerable repairs and improvement. This report had the desired effect upon the governors for by the following year the staff consisted of the headmaster and three assistants namely Maggie Williams, Emma Jane Hayward and Lizzie Jane Evans.
School holidays in 1905 were recorded as being 1st July to 1st August; 26th August to 12th September and 23rd December to 2nd January. The years 1902 to 1914 are notable for state action in establishing a link between child welfare and the schools. There was a series of government measures to improve the health of schoolchildren and to care for those who were deaf, blind, mentally or physically handicapped. These measures ranged from the provision of school meals to medical inspections. However despite these new measures children in Llanfynydd were still vulnerable as many were ill during an epidemic outbreak in 1906.
In 1911 the chair of the school managers was Rev D. Daven Jones and Mr Rederick Smith’s salary had increased to £105 0s. 0d. However by 1913 he had been replaced by Mr Thomas C. Cornish at an annual salary of £95 0s. 0d and his assistant was Miss Gwen M. Hughes who was paid £32 0s. 0d. The H.M.I. returns for 1915 makes passing reference to the First World war for attached to the front cover of the report was a notice stating that teachers absent on naval or Military service should still be included in the School Reports. The number on the school roll was 42 and the holidays for that year were:
April 10th to April 14th
May 29th to June 5th
July 1st to July 17th
August 27th to September 11th
December 23rd to January 1st
In 1924 there were 29 pupils on roll and Mr Thomas George Cornish was replaced by Mr Brinley Thomas. By 1925 the roll was 26 and the school had experienced many changes. Towards the end of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the school had to mould itself around the agricultural community and calendar especially during harvest time. If the weather was warm and dry the pupils often absented themselves from school. The headteacher, on seeing a mass exodus, would then have to close. If, on the other hand, the weather became inclement he would re-open before the end of the holidays. The area and especially the children were susceptible to epidemic outbreaks especially whooping cough, diphtheria and measles. When this happened after 1902 the Medical Officer of Health was called in and he would order the school to be closed in order to contain the disease.
One way to appreciate the changes that have occurred in the teaching of children over the decades is to look at entries in the school Log Book:
	Sept 21st 1904
	From today onwards Std. 10 and upwards discontinue the use of slates and pencils entirely. All work done with pen and ink upon paper.

	Dec 5th 1904
	At my suggestion and with the manager’s consent, for the months December and January only, the afternoon session will commence at 1pm. to dismiss 3.30pm. register closes 1.30pm. As a large proportion of the children 925 out of 63) are infants, and it is very dark by the time they reach home.

	January 5th 1905
	A case of scarlet fever at present mild in our house – my eldest daughter. Am advised for fear of bringing infection to the school to close for a fortnight.

	June 26th 1906
	Notified H.M.I. no school on July 5th. The annual Sheep fair in the village.

	October 26th 1906
	Measles still very prevalent, 6 cases close by.

	Nov 2nd 1906
	The attendance affected by 14 cases of measles during the last 5 weeks.

	December 3rd 1906
	Only 32 pupils present. A quite unexpected close outbreak of measles. The Managers authorized me to close the school for a fortnight.

	December 17th 1906
	Only 5 children turned up. Many cases broken out in the last fortnight. Closed till January 2nd 1907.

	November 25th 1907
	A scare about a case of diphtheria in the village. A lot of children absent, but kept school for those who came while waiting for news from Medical Officer of Health.

	November 29th 1907
	Attendance fallen off, an epidemic of sore faces among the children.

	December 13th 1907
	Notified H.M.I. that school had been advised to close till 6th January 1908. Two or three cases of diphtheria has alarmed the people. Parents are keeping their children home.

	February 11th 1907
	Another diphtheria in same house, same child that started the scare in Dec. 1907. The doctor ordered other children in the house (three in number) to remain at home. As before, other parents from fear will keep their children away.

	July 12th 1907
	The weather having changed so suddenly, and the hay quite ready it has been decided to close the school on Monday if fine, but if wet continue keeping school. Have notified H.M.I. no school from 15th inst. To 6th August.


Clawdd Owen School
There was another small and isolated school to the north of the parish situated in the upland area above Abergorlech but it was closed by the Carmarthenshire Education Authority in 1957. 

There are four surviving log books which give us an insight on how the school was run. Originally the school was known Pen-y-garn national School and the first entry tat appears in the log-books is for September 12th 1879, but there is nothing to indicate when the school was first opened. It had one teacher with about twenty pupils, but there were frequent changes of staff.

On October 1st 1895, after a closure of twenty-one months the school was reopened and known as Pen-y-garn Board School. Not long afterwards on October 11th 1897 there appears an entry ‘transferred from Pen-y-garn Board School to the new Board School called Clawdd Owen School.
Being situated in the upland end of the county attendance suffered due to inclement weather. On the 12th and 13th of December 1901 the school was closed due to heavy snowfalls ‘Teacher failed to cross snow drift … managed to walk over the hedges to school’. It was during this period that the school was served by Mrs Elizabeth Williams, a Certified Teacher who taught at the school from 1900 to 1922. The log book entries note a number of fascinating instances of school life. In 1902 it was recorded that the Attendance officer ‘kindly gave me some sweets to distribute among the children for regular and punctual attendance’. 1902 was also Coronation Year and the postponement of the Coronation ceremony meant that the organised school tea  and sports at Pantglas hall had to be cancelled. However in May 1903 the school children were invited to Pantglas Hall to welcome the return of Col. Delme Davies Evans and his bride after their marriage.
In 1903 Mrs Elizabeth Williams was advised by the H.M.I. J. Bancroft to ‘get a map of Carmarthenshire for Geography and also a map of Wales’. In the same year ‘there was a trip to Swansea, and the children were conveyed to Llandeilo by their parents’. At a time when travel, certainly in the country was restricted this must have been an exciting event for the children. In 1904 a new teacher’s house became available and the school roll had increased to 30. Entries for the year 1904 show that for the first time Welsh books such as Llyfr bach I’r babanod were being used.
Although the school was in an isolated area it was not immune from he effects of the First World war as is shown by the following entry by the headmistress in December 17th 1915,’ My son Thomas (a former scholar at this school), died at Malta from pneumonia contacted at the Dardanelles. My son James wounded at the Dardanelles … at Alexandria Hospital. My son William … at Manoel hospital, Malta … frost-bitten feet’.

After Mrs Williams left the school in 1922 the school had several teachers in quick succession, and the log-books tend to record routine matters relating to the management of the school. The Second World War like the previous War leaves its mark within these valuable documents, September 1942 ‘22lds. Of blackberries were collected by the school children for making into jam, to be used for school meals … 22lbs rose-hips collected for army use.’

On June 8th 1954 ‘Col. Delme Davies Evans of Penlan Mansion gave free tickets and paid for the children’s conveyance to see the Coronation Film at Carmarthen. Inclement weather in February 1956 meant that ‘the mid-day meal was delivered by tractor’. By 1957 there were only nine pupils at the school and in the Autumn of 1957 the school was closed on Friday, November 15. The last teacher to be in charge of the school was Miss V. Davies.
PAGE  
7

