Legal research
Looking at legal research and how it is a key skill for the legal profession . Legal research is a required skill by all in the law profession or even studying , it will enable a person to advise clients correctly and to help gain a successful case. A huge part of legal research is learning how to present any findings and be able to give clear and correct advice to their client and colleagues . To be able to process an supply the best advice you will need to firstly think logically and clearly, analyse materials from a wide variety of sources and then be able to express this clearly. Also learning to recognise non-legal issues that may be important to the client is a huge part of the profession. 
Over time the way in which people research have changed , we now not only have libraries and books, but we also have the internet. Whilst having these facilities it  has shown it  can be hugely beneficial and efficient, however the good old-fashioned way of books and a trip to the library hold a lot of  knowledge and use them still. Reasons in which a law professional would look for research would be to clarify and update themselves on certain things such as acts of parliament, statues, statutory instruments, case law and much more. Laws change often and new ones introduced and so it is important to keep up to date with relevant legislation. Also it is key to know what to research to enable a faster and more useful search. 
Firstly, to look at the benefits of online research. Analysing of the problem can me made much quicker and easier via the internet, you can go directly to databases and library resources and begin your search using a subject heading of the appropriate source. One of the key skills in practise is to find and research problems quickly and efficiently. Majority of the time to identify the issues in a particular case will be down to the persons knowledge , if you have knowledge in that particular field then you are somewhat more familiar with the resources needed almost giving you a head start .(webb,2019)
 If the field in wish you need to research is not your area then it will more likely take longer to get the search done .
According to an abstract by Akhtar.z 2021 the search for legal precedence has always distinguished the lawyer who is in a professional practise, with the huge development of the internet it has led to a greater approach to research and a better understanding to the application of law. The academic layer has always needed to have ability and access to the newest laws and legislation, also case law and the online search engines are of a huge relevance and give access to a virtual library. This knowledge has a huge impact of law and technology which is not just relevant to find text but also about artificial intelligence of the technology world.  On the internet now you can find portals that can source online links such as Westlaw and many more which will have available software to lawyers they can provide links to access the most up to date legislation daily, but this can sometimes come with a monthly subscription fee.
One advantage the internet has is the speed in which documents can become available, most websites can post opinions and make them available for download on the same day they are issued. On the other hand, some courts will remove older opinions from there sites rather than keep an archive. (“Pros and Cons - Internet Research for Paralegals - Guides ...”) Legislative documents are not always posted with the same speed, particularly transcripts or proceedings, but these will usually appear on an official site before a paper version becomes available that’s if one becomes available at all. Another advantage is the wide range of documents that are available. Other documents such as policy statements, forms, studies, reports and smaller information collections, some law libraries do not necessarily carry theses in print within their collections, they rely on the internet as the major source of access for this type of material. (“Pros and Cons - Internet Research for Paralegals - Guides ...”) A rule of thumb is that irregular issued documents from an official source is more than likely to appear on the internet than lexis or west law. (Libguides. depaul,2012)
So, while there are many advantages and benefits to online internet-based sources there are also disadvantages too. It is said before the web can rightfully be considered a practical alternative to major services a number of limitations must be improved. Incomplete coverage of primary resources, insufficient secondary resources, lack of organization and inadequate search tools are all a major problem, which must be addressed. If the reality of online legal material cannot be found then researchers will be forced to verify information by consulting other resources, which in practise would defeat the purpose of posting the information online. (Novak 2010)
One of the disadvantages of online research is that it provides such a huge amount of information, some of which can cause confusion and big information overload, a person can easily become confused with the amount and be overwhelmed by the information currently available, one must be cautious about the information obtained. There are no standards or processes available to check that information found on the internet is exact, most information found does not go through a review process. (“Advantages Disadvantages Of Internet For Research Purposes”) Anyone can publish on the internet without passing through an editor etc. Certain things may be written by an expert on such topics but then some could be done by a child or disgruntled contributor. Therefor though it may be faster and quicker to research online, sometimes by getting the information needed from a book or various other printed sources within the library it can be guaranteed to be of high standard and have been reviewed prior. (UK essays, 2021)
(LexisNexis, 2021) says that those in the profession will majority of the time start their search on the internet, but rarely does it end there. It says that legal research is conducted in specific sources like case law, codes and regulations and while some of these sources you may find on the internet it may be that the coverage of the piece is not usually comprehensive or up to date. The information in which students and those in the profession must give must out must be accurate, up to date and authoritative and most important it must be accepted by the courts. Those sources that courts accept are not usually found on the internet. 
So, while all the information gathered gives a good insight to online legal research which is only growing by the day, is it the future for the legal profession? . The answer to this is still not known. Yes it is a faster, quicker and more efficient route, it can be used on the go and covers every possibly subject it can also be slower and more time consuming. Maybe also consider the fact that technology can sometimes go down or get cut off which could leave yourself or client, court in a crisis and so sometimes is it best to have the paper trail behind you. 
Vogelar, esq (2017) says back in the day before the world wide web lawyers did a lot of research that being in the law libraries, they still do now. He then goes on to say that book skills such as cite checking or indexing have been lost however like case analysis itself the logic of legal research has not been lost, sometimes when the internet goes down or the law is specialized then lawyers and those in the profession will turn to their trusted books. Vogeler also says that whether you are old or new to the law profession there is certain fear of becoming outcast as we strive to keep up to date with the latest tech . Are the robots coming ?  But also refers to no robot has passed the bar exam yet but plenty of humans have also failed it! For aspiring law students he suggests that its best to have both sides of the knowledge books and internet.
Many sources for law are available in a hard copy or online and some have both. It is said that you are likely to need to use both sources even if you have a preference way to research. A hard copy book is limited to the amount of information it can hold due to space but will most likely hold the most important information. However, it may also may not be the most up to date information. Textbooks and articles are a great start to any legal research, it would be relevant to consult a number of textbooks on the subject of your research. You should include mixture of practitioner ‘s textbooks and academic ones in order to see the different types of coverage. You can use a library catalogue to find this information. (“Making a research plan: sources | Oxford Law Faculty”) Articles as well as textbooks and are a strong go to option these are more than likely to be more up to date and can be published more regular and more likely to go with the change in laws more quickly that a textbook. Articles can also supply a more in-depth approach to certain topics maybe ones that are not covered in a general textbook. They can also supply an alternative side to the argument which would enable you to analyse a more specialist area of law, although not always possible it can be an extremely hard job to subject search articles in hard copy, most researchers will now approach these online. (University of oxford)
Once looking and collecting all the relevant information on legal research it would be safe to say that lawyers now are in a best of both world situation, the world now has a number of great ways in which we can research which could benefit many situations. Once you know what it is you to research then you would just need to be able to know where to look for the answers .Whether that be the internet or a library. Many good legal researchers will almost always look in more than one place and at more than one source, they should be looking at many types of resources to be able to gain the most accurate information. The first hurdle for any legal researcher would be knowing where to start, especially now more than ever with so much information available at the click of a button. A key point is that the answer may not always exist and that there is often law that applies but not exactly!  This can be particularly true of case law. Therefor it must remembered to look at many sources of information available for that area you are researching. The world has and still is certainly benefiting from the internet, and it is a strong go to for all aspects of life. However it must be remembered that things may not always be what they seem to be and that things certainly can be too good to be true!

Ceri-Anne Johnson 
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