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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Louis Barrett

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134408

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What would be the impact of stricter drink drive laws on road safety and accident rates within England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

INTRODUCTION:

Drink driving has recently been in the spotlight for the devastating impacts of it throughout the UK which has involved the deaths of innocent members of the public, I also feel that the topic has a lot of research attached to it and it is a very relevant and interesting subject to be able to research. It will be able to enhance my knowledge and understanding around the subject in question. A dissertation into this subject will also be worthy and also potentially being able to impact new drink driving laws in the UK.

This topic is suitable for an undergraduate dissertation since it allows for the examination of current laws, sanctions, and prevention measures. This information can then be used to guide future law reforms and policy recommendations aimed at reducing drunk driving. The dissertation might also investigate the psychological and social aspects that lead people to drink and drive. This could lead to more effective educational initiatives. Due to these factors, driving under the influence is a complicated and diverse subject with lots of material for an insightful and influential dissertation.

The current drink driving limit (DDL) in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland is 80mg of alcohol per 100ml of blood. The legal limit of 80mg of alcohol per 100ml of blood was established as part of the 1967 British Road Safety Act and has not been changed since. Driving under the influence is the leading risk factor for collisions on roads across the nation, and an interaction is regularly documented between blood alcohol levels and road traffic accidents. (Francesconi, James, 2019, Levitt, Porter, 2001). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The current objectives for the dissertation would be:

1 – Highlight the current drink drive statistics within the UK, which include fatal and serious road traffic collisions.

2 – Compare the UK with another country with a lower drink drive limit and compare and see if there are any differences.

3 – Provide an ethically balanced argument as to why the DDL needs to be changed and the positive affects it can have.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Drink Driving and Drug Driving is a very interesting topic and as such there is quite a considerable amount of research that has gone into these topics. There are a lot of research papers that look into the correlation between drink/drugs and collisions however there does appear to be a gap into how we can reduce the amount of drink/drug drivers on our roads.


Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A questionnaire is going to be put together and sent out to police officers to get their opinions on the current drink driving limit within the UK. The questionnaire will also look to get their thoughts on a change in a limit and find their reasons why they would welcome this.

Furthermore, I am going to look to observe a member of Gwent Police’s RPSO (Roads Policing and Specialist Operations) officer conducting their duties and asking them relevant questions about the topic.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There are no major ethical issues surrounding this topic and this piece of writing in which I am completing. However, I will need to be very cautious due to the sensitivity of the topic of which I am looking at – drink driving affects many people across the UK and worldwide, the main affects are unfortunately devastating for some families across the UK.

This piece of writing could be emotive to some people and it may trigger emotional memories for them and as such this is something that I need to be mindful of when conducting my research and submitting my final dissertation.


	TIME SCALE:
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