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Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to review available literature and research into the chosen topic.  As shown in the previous chapter, this will consist of a review into the rise of Domestic abuse in the NPT and Swansea area that Police are responding to in the last 18 months . For this I will examine past researches and the conclusions of these to facilitate my further research into the subject.
I will look into research from a variety of sources such as Government generated information, information obtained from charities and surveys conducted. When I have gathered a variety of relevant sources, I will then look into evaluating them for their worth and whether they tally with the same narrative that I wish for this dissertation. 
When looking into these sources, I will review them not only for their worth but what the content of it contains and whether the content is suitable for what I need it for. There will also be a review into what the eventual conclusion of these sources were and I will analyse myself whether this will be of any use to me and my project. There might also be subtopics that I will find sources for, such as the effect of the pandemic on Domestic Abuse and malicious reporting of domestic abuse. The scope of my review will consist of information that is gathered from within the parameters of the locality I am looking into, there will also be information which is pertinent to the wider area but this is just to give context to the topic.  
During my review I will delve into the wide range of research and figures that have been released in relation to my above question, whilst there may not be a huge amount of information that can cover the highlighted geographical area, there is a wide range of information and sources that are available which cover around the main topic of domestic abuse with the addition of information that ties in with the subject in relation to the timescale of eighteen months. 

The topic
This topic has come to light as there have been figures released by the Office for national statistics ( Office for National Statistics, 2021) showing that there has been a 7% increase in the reporting of domestic violence across the UK during the period of lockdown. This information comes from a reliable source as the office for national statistics release official figures, these figures form the basis of my work as it shows the increase in black and white, the only issue being that these figures show the whole of the UK and not the specific area I am aiming for. I have utilised this as this would show that the issue is not a localised one but across the UK. 
(Jones, 2020) this journal also highlights the issue on a UK wide scale but also includes sources from around the world, the main reason I have picked this source is the context it gives in relation to the lockdown during Covid 19 pandemic and how this has had an effect on domestic violence victims. This reinforces the issue that domestic violence has risen during lockdown as it speaks about how the victims were by government action kept indoors with their aggressor and without the ability to leave the house or speak to others because of the restrictions, the victims became more susceptible to violence as they were in close contact with the aggressor with no means of escape, this would account for the potential rise in domestic violence. These restrictions whilst in place to ensure the spread of the virus was halted, would put the victims at a greater risk of being in close proximity at all times to the aggressor and the lack of contact with any other persons such as even a shop worker would lessen the ability for someone to notice. 
(GOV.WALES, 2021) In response to the evident rise of domestic violence, the Welsh government conducted a progress report on how they were tackling the rise of domestic abuse during the Covid lockdowns, this led to them pushing their This is not love campaign, this was intended to increase awareness of DV. I believe that this ties into the above with persons not having access to certain services or even people like neighbours who could see a difference in personality or behaviours. This not only helps to highlight the fact there has been an evident rise but also makes efforts to combat the rise by increasing awareness and means of reporting. This is much closer to my intended locality as there have been efforts made in the Neath port Talbot area, (NPT domestic violence, 2021)
Which is backed up by the above news article showing that there has been a ‘SPIKE’ in the number of cases reported and the violence used is worse than usually reported on. This included sexual violence against partners which is a worrying type of domestic abuse. Whilst there is mention of a 60% rise in the number of calls that REFUGE have received I am mindful that this is a local news article in which the articles are written to temp the reader into looking at the article with gripping headlines, this is not to say the content is made up or exacerbated but the content is written in a way that is intended to shock and appeal to someone’s curiosity. From a news outlet with more reach than the Wales online came this report (BBC,2021) which has exerts from interviews from victims of domestic violence, this gives another aspect into the rise of domestic violence. This expands on the above reports by giving the victims point of view in relation to the effect that lockdown had on them as a domestic abuse victim. This article also goes into the realms of coercive control and that type of domestic abuse. This does not provide a massive amount of information into the question I am asking but I believe that the inclusion of this helps to give a wider viewpoint.
(Gibson, 2021) This is the viewpoint from a General practitioner, this is an additional source of professional information, whilst it may have not been sanitised or checked rigorously for its validity, the points raised are insightful and I believe add another context to my question, these are the lesser known effects of domestic violence, this talks about the medical conditions that effect the victims of domestic abuse and even the psychological effects that it might have on the victims, this links into the CFCASS report (CAFCASS, 2021) Which delves into the effect that domestic violence has on the children of the victim and aggressor which goes into the development of ACES in children which is a consequence of the aggressors actions. This also gives an insight into the issues that not only the victim suffers but the offspring or close relatives. This shows that the actions involved in a rise of domestic violence are not just directed toward the victim as ACES can lead to developmental issues and lead to issues such as anti-social behaviour and self-harm. 
In relation to the question being has Covid 19 caused a rise in domestic violence, (SCIE, 2021) this makes some comments in relation to the lockdown and the restriction of access to support services, what I also find interesting is the fact that it mentions that access to the emergency services was restricted at times which is an interesting point that I had not thought to bring up, it makes mention to the fact that the emergency services were stretched thin trying to tackle the pandemic and were unable to devote the attention needed to support victims. This also links into the impact that COVID 19 had on the emergency services with them being stretched thin due to not having the ability to work from home and being constantly on the front line, (Covid-19 on police wellbeing, 2021).  Whilst this is slightly off topic of domestic violence I think that this gives a deeper insight into those who are responding to the calls for help and that they can suffer burn out. It was only the emergency services that suffered and struggled to provide adequate service during the lockdown, (Womens Aid, 2021) , due to the large increase of domestic violence reported most charities like women’s aid struggled to cope with the demand from those victims that needed help. 

Whilst there are multiple reasons behind domestic abuse, (Mainwood, 2021) have highlighted some interesting insights such as the lockdown methods giving more control to the perpetrator of domestic abuse as the victim was stuck for all intents and purposes with them and unable to escape for just a few moments of time. There is also the reasoning that due to the virus causing a number of persons to go on furlough or to lose their jobs entirely, this placed a lot of stress on families that could have already been at breaking point, whilst this is not making excuses for the perpetrator, it does provide a look into the reasons why they might have done what they did. As this rise was picked up however statistically there was an exemption to the lockdown rules which would allow someone fleeing domestic violence to be able to leave their address to another, this could have led to a rise in reporting as they had the ability to tell someone what was happening. 
Another interesting point made is that during the pandemic, the justice system appeared to relax, whether this was due to understaffing or other matters is unknown, but the centre for women’s justice appears to try and highlight a point that because of this perpetrators appeared to have come off lightly whether by Police/court or CPS decision. The Justice inspectorate conducted a report into the impact that covid 19 had on the justice system (Justice Inspectorates, 2021) , this report highlights that during the pandemic there was a considerable backlog of cases that needed to be seen in court, in the report it states a number of impacts that victims were less likely to be seen by Police, less likely for the perpetrator to be given bail conditions to protect the victim and when sent to the CPS the investigation was less likely to be prioritised by the CPS. These are all worrying factors which could have led to serious harm against a victim or them to feel that they are under supported, combined with the lack of external support agencies. 

Domestic violence during lockdown and Covid 19 times between ex partners fell considerably statistically, (Ivandic, 2021) , information provided in this states that domestic incidents between ex partners fell by around 9.4%, this I would imagine would tie into the lockdown methods enforced by the government and the inability to mix households which would have prompted a Police response, this is not to say it didn’t occur but with the pressures placed on the Police to combat any breaches of Covid regulations any reported mixing of households would have been attended, which in pre Covid times ex partners could come and go as they please. Attention is also drawn to Police figures, whilst these are figures from Metropolitan police and not South Wales Police, they help to provide information around the topic at hand from a major metropolitan Police force. The figures released show that there has been a 11.4% increase of calls of domestic abuse to the Police since the initial lockdown, these figures do not show an increase of calls to Police from domestic violence victims but are from third parties reporting incidents on their behalf, this could be tied in to the fact that more persons were at home during the lockdown either working from home or on furlough schemes so could have been more likely able to hear any disturbances or goings on from neighbour as they may have worked late and been away from their home during working hours, which would have given the perpetrator a golden opportunity against the victim. This article also states the increase could be due to campaigns that encouraged reporting of any domestic based incidents or victim awareness on the neighbour’s part. This article gives a good overview and statistics that whilst helpful mainly relate to the greater London area. 



Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion to the above, there is a lot of source material coming from different  public sectors and charities, this information appears to support my hypothesis that Domestic abuse has risen through the lockdown period, official figures appear to support this and secondary source information through charities that specialise in Domestic abuse also agree and have their own figures. Whilst this information is for the UK as a whole, there is some information to suggest that in the location in which I am focusing the problem is also there. The literature available is mixed with official figures and journals from professionals who provide their opinion on the matter. The journals are however a weakness as they are opinion based and whilst this is informative to build a bigger picture, it is opinion and based on one person’s viewpoint. Another weakness is the lack of information in the locality and the reliance on figures for the wider area, this I hope to rectify using my primary research utilising surveys. There is also the question of non-reporting of domestic abuse and whilst there are no figures to back this up, this is something I need to factor in, that I should not always be reliant on the figures produced as there will always be some figures that are not included. 
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