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Section One – Recognising and Recording (687 words)
Safeguarding is considered a vital part of any practitioner’s job role when working in the early years. All settings should have safeguarding policies and procedures in place and ensure that practitioners are provided with safeguarding training, which should be refreshed every two years (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2021). NSPCC Learning (2024a) describes safeguarding as the action taken to protect children from harm and to promote the welfare of children. Safeguarding entails protecting a child from abuse and maltreatment, preventing all damage that can affect a child’s development and health, ensuring exposure to safe and positive care by the immediate family and taking steps to provide the best possible outcomes for all children. Education Act 2002, under section 157, states that the welfare, health and safety of the children in a practitioner's care should always be paramount and that practitioners should do all they can to protect them. 

It is of significant importance that all practitioners are aware of all signs and symptoms that a child may portray if they are being abused or neglected in their home environment. NSPCC (2024) discusses that if a child is being abused, the signs are not always visible. However, signs that can be spotted are a child choosing to wear clothes that cover their body in all weather, irrational changes to behaviour, becoming withdrawn and anxious, sudden outbursts of aggression or poor relationships with peers and parents. Within the setting, Joanna portrays key signs, such as refusal to take off her cardigan or jumper no matter the weather, sudden clinginess, and reluctance to leave the practitioner’s side. Welsh Government (2023) agrees with NSPCC (2024) as they both discuss the same signs of abuse in children and young people. Over time, the practitioner was aware of the changes in Joanna’s behaviours and was vigilant enough to notice the bruises on Joanna’s ribs while always wearing jumpers and cardigans to cover her body even in the warm weather. The way in which Joanna reacted when she was questioned about the bruising suggests that she is more than likely to be at risk of harm in her home life. NSPCC Learning (2024b) indicates that bruising is a common injury that a child will have if they are subject to being physically abused. Children are prone to sustaining bruises from everyday activities, which are commonly located on their shins, elbows, or knees. However, bruises that appear on body parts such as the upper arm, torso area (ribs, chest or back), hands, or feet are often associated with a child who is likely to be experiencing or has experienced physical abuse. 

Every registered setting or organisation that works with children must have a Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO). A Designated Safeguarding Officer has roles and responsibilities that often align with those of a practitioner. They also develop safeguarding procedures for the setting, provide relevant training, deal with safeguarding concerns appropriately, and report and store child protection records that comply with the setting's policies and procedures (NSPCC Learning, 2020). 
All information collected and stored about a child should be done in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. The information must be noted and used accurately and appropriately, stored in a way that ensures the relevant security of the documents, kept for no longer than necessary, and disposed of in the correct manner. Information that is stored can be done so without parental consent if there are concerns for the child’s well-being. The practitioner should note the concerns for Joanna’s welfare and keep them stored in line with the Data Protection Act 2018. If a child is to disclose to a practitioner, all details should be recorded accurately and noted as the child disclosed the information. It is vital that no open-ended questions are asked as it can cause change to the information the child needs to communicate. Furthermore, practitioners must listen to what the child has to say because it takes a lot of courage for a child to talk about what they have experienced at home to someone else, even if it puts them at higher risk (NSPCC Learning, 2023). 

Section 2 - Reporting and Referral ( 514words)

When reporting concerns about a child’s welfare, it is vital that it is done efficiently and in accordance with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2024). Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2024) discusses that anyone who works with children should continually be vigilant and put training into practice if a child is portraying signs and symptoms of being at risk of harm. 

Early years settings should be aware that when reporting a child at risk of harm, a variety of frameworks and guidelines are also involved. The frameworks and guidelines are aimed at supporting practitioners in understanding their job roles when recognising, recording, and reporting concerns about a child’s welfare (Wales Safeguarding Procedure, 2019). Frameworks that are involved when reporting concerns of a child are the Children Act 1989, Social Services and Well-being Act (Wales) 2014 and Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019), Curriculum for Wales, and Working Together to Safeguard Children, for example. Frameworks are implemented to support the process of safeguarding reports for the child, and following the mentioned frameworks and procedures can help to make sure that concerns for children are correctly addressed and dealt with (HM Government, 2021).

If there are signs of a child being abused or at risk of harm, it is vital that as much information can be stored as possible. The practitioner was able to keep track of information regarding Joanna’s case; it was noticed that there was a great change in behaviour, always wearing clothes that cover her body and bruising in uncommon places. Once the needed information has been collected, it is vital that the practitioner takes their finding to the designated safeguarding officer for the setting. NSPCC Learning (2020) states that a designated safeguarding officer must ensure that they follow procedures when reporting a safeguarding concern. Furthermore, they also have the role of receiving, reporting and storing recording information in line with the Data Protection Act 2018. When a referral has been discussed and filed, the local social services team will have a duty to decide whether there should be action taken on the referral. If this is decided, and the reports indicate that the child is at risk of harm, social services have seven days to call a strategy discussion meeting where the child and their needs are assessed by teams that work around the children to then decide if the child is in need of being put under a section 47. The Children Act 1989, Section 47 is applied if the child is deemed to be at risk or further risk of significant harm in their home life. Social services will decide on this once they have compiled all the information from other teams about the child. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) further suggests that an additional meeting will then be held; this is known as an ‘Initial Child Protection Meeting’; this is a meeting that is held within 15 days of the strategy meeting. Lastly, during the child protection conference, it is decided what plans and support can be put in place to protect the child from any further harm in their life (Wales Safeguarding Procedure, 2024). 


























Section 3 – Settings Responsibilities (785 words)
The UNCRC (1989) encompasses the idea that all children have rights; this applies to anyone under 18 years old. Article 19 of the UNCRC (1989) states that the Government must do all that it can to protect children from all forms of violence, neglect, and abuse, no matter who the harm originates from. Throughout the early years, practitioners have a duty of care to protect all children in their care from all forms of harm. It is vital that practitioners do not ignore the signs that a child may be experiencing harm and that all concerns over the child’s welfare are dealt with efficiently (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). When safeguarding children, other agencies, such as social services, police, health services, and third-sector organisations, often become involved to help protect the child from all forms of harm. This is known as multi-agency working (HM Government 2023). All managers should ensure that the children receive the holistic support that they all need when they are going through the safeguarding process; this is as all areas of their holistic development should be maintained. 

NSPCC Learning (2024c) suggests that for settings to be able to safeguard children effectively and holistically, settings should develop and implement clear policies and procedures for reporting safeguarding concerns. All safeguarding policies should be in line with local government procedures for safeguarding. Additionally, the policies should be easily accessible for staff, parents/carers and children to read to gain an understanding. While the policies should be regularly updated. All staff within settings should be trained to ensure that they are confident in safeguarding children and being able to spot signs and symptoms of a child who is or has been exposed to harm (NSPCC Learning, 2023). Ensuring staff are trained and have a clear understanding allows children in the settings to be cared for and protected. The practitioner who spotted the bruising on Joanna’s ribs was aware at the time of additional changes in her behaviour, including her refusal to take off her cardigans in warmer weather. Joanna’s practitioner was aware of the signs and symptoms of child abuse and neglect (NSPCC Learning, 2024b). Furthermore, this will allow for observations and notes to be taken regarding Joanna’s condition and see if it progresses any further. The practitioner should take any information to the designated safeguarding officer to state their concerns (NSPCC Learning, 2020). A designated safeguarding officer should be available in all settings for staff and volunteers to talk to if they have concerns about children. All staff throughout the setting should be aware of who the safeguarding officer is and who the second designated safeguarding officer is if the other is off-site. They should be accessible not only for staff but also for parents and children if they need someone to talk to; this is because safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, not just the practitioners who work closely with a child in the setting. If another child is suggested that another child said something about being hurt at home, it is important for all to keep an eye on the child to see if there are any additional signs of harm or if the child is to disclose any further information (NSPCC Learning, 2020). 

Throughout the early years, there are continual collaborations with external agencies. There is great importance that these collaborations are in place, as not only is it good for the setting, but it also creates strong relationships with law enforcers, i.e., the police, health services like school nurses, and local child protection agencies. Furthermore, having positive and strong relationships with external agencies can support the development of policies and procedures for the setting; moreover, if there are any concerns for child welfare, the information should be referred to the appropriate external agencies that can support the child and their families where needed (PACEY, 2017). 

If it is identified that there is a child within the setting that is in need of being supported and safeguarded, the child should be supported in the best way possible in the setting. Article 39 of the UNCRC 1989 states that children who have previously experienced neglect, trauma, exploitation and other forms of harm should receive support to help them recover and re-develop their social life, self-respect and overall health. All settings should be able to provide a calm learning environment where they are able to support all children’s well-being and support children where needed. . EFWS (2024) suggests that well-being teams that can be put in place to support children and their families can help in a variety of ways. Well-being teams can work alongside families to support and transform negative patterns between families and support families who may be experiencing poverty, ACES, domestic abuse or trauma.
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