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This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers,Brink, T. L. 1978. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’
 and  Review of Religious Research, 20, 82-85 and Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H. 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, 187-197

The methodology is a crucial part of any philosophical work since it underpins the understanding of the researcher on what they need to engage in as they collect and generate meaningful knowledge and information concerning the different aspects of the world. In other words, the methodology used by specific researchers encompasses the design and strategy behind the choice taken and the implied methods
. Moreover, the methodologies act as linkages to the research choices to the desired and acceptable outcome. 

 The methodology compares and contrasts:how valid has been their choice of methodology?   
The validity of the choice of the methodology used by either researcher depends on the extent to which they have met the requirements of the core scientific research methods. Brink's research analyses the inconsistency of belief existing among catholic girls. Brink outlines the critical phenomena of astrology, religion and astrology as the driving factors to his research work.He was using quantitative research by collecting questionnaire to obtain his result.In his question list there are constructed by all closing questions. Good research work must introduce the core aspects that ought to be achieved through the research process. The research introduction can point the reader or analyst to the key themes and accomplishments of the research. Research should be conducted logically and systematically so that valuable and new information can be readily identified for the specified topic and research directions. Religion, astrology and reincarnation all related to personal believe and value questions,those questions can be changed in different form of situation, it’s also related to personal background and believe system, which swould be more sufficient work with open question. There are some words such as religion, moral life are not clearly classified which will led reader to have confusion understanding,Brink fails to draw information from a broader base such as journals and literature. Even though the study should be focused on human concerns through an objectified analysis, it would be more appropriate to compare existing work of literature so that the evidence obtained is adequately backed .

Walter & Waterhouse, on the other hand, recognise that it is only possible to obtain meaningful progress in unearthing reincarnation in contemporary England by drawing extensive information and analysis from other sources. This research maintain a razor-sharp focus on a critical topic of interest, i.e., Reincarnation in Contemporary England, which chose narrow group participant and by using quantitative research by structured interview, collecting various feedback. They also offer some secondary sources for their arguments, a gesture that forms the basis for a credible research process. They state the context of belief from a Hindu and Buddhist perspective. They argue that "Both Hindu and Buddhist scriptures teach that the individual can create good or bad karma and thus affect their future incarnations. However, when our respondents talked of karma, they all held to the idea of learning and developing from one life to the next, ideas compatible with the western notions of self-determination and progress". These words have prioritized the application of extra-theoretical understanding undertaken from majorly secondary data sources. Therefore, to the extent of having a tremendous thematic presence and introductory element, they use a more adequate methodology towards this topic which based on personal believe and value system.

Brink makes an impressive questionnaire to which the subjects can indicate their views on a particular issue. However, the research ought to follow a systematic flow before getting to the point of the questionnaire. The study must always meet specific requirements to be considered for investigation. One of the requirements is that the analysis should be guided by core procedures such as flow and consistency. From the definition, a research study should be a consistent and structured inquiry that uses acceptable methods for solving problems or creating knowledge applicable in various other studies. Even though Brink’s work  can be described to be very controlled because it explores the significant causality concerning two other factors, the study has not been set up immaculately to reduce the effects that these other two factors of astrology and reincarnation can have on the perception on religious matters. Within 14 questions 12 related to religion,1 about astrology 1 around reincarnation.  The evidence number are also not enough to support this conclusion.

Furthermore, in Brink’s research, the logical sequence undertaken by his study is haphazard and fails to consider some key elements such as procedural flow. On the other hand, Walter & Waterhouse’s ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion’ published in 1999, offers a deeper in-depth understanding of the research question by providing more explanations to the survey data. However, just like Brink, Walter and Waterhouse have not been able to follow the full extent of the research procedure, thus rendering the scope of most parts of the findings unprovable. Since Walter & Waterhouse’s research offers a more in-depth analysis of the research question; Brink's work can be said to be more limited of the two. However, considering a generalist perspective, it is evident that the conventional research reporting criteria for the two-research works belonging to Walter& Waterhouse and Brink should offer a more chronological synthesis of their ideas.

Furthermore, the conclusions drawn should, in a way, be empirical to the actualities of the thematic concerns. The evidence collected from the real-life experiences should be guiding factors to the conclusions drawn (Walter and Waterhouse, 1999). When subjected to critical scrutiny, the conclusive arguments on Brink's work stand less than Walter &Waterhouse. 

The position of the researchers on the insider/outsider : how has this shaped their projects? 

The positioning of both researchers in regards to the continuum can only be made on a qualitative or quantitative basis. However, the positionality of the researchers concerned should be based on qualitative aspects because of the nature and expectations surrounding their work. According to Davoodi and Clegg (2022)
, the qualitative element offers a clear view of the researcher's thought process, thus making it easy to understand and judge them accordingly. Brink is not an insider to a large extent since he intends to monitor adolescent girls' attitudes and draw conclusions from their thoughts. Being an outsider suits Brink well because he can be objective and critically examine the behaviour of his subjects as far as the beliefs among the adolescent roman catholic girls is concerned. 

Despite that Brink is considered an outsider, it is of immense benefit to recognise their presence in the research setting and that they can influence particular outcome elements of the research process. The outsider as a researcher can reflect and sift significant complexities thrown about by group dynamics which in hindsight will eliminate biases and false beliefs (Hardy et al., 2019) 
. While selecting the 227 juniors and seniors at the Catholic Girls High School, Brink approaches his participants as able experts and strives to hear their experiences so that he can have a deeper insight. Brink faces the challenge of accessing the young girls because he has no rapport with them at first. Moreover, there might be limited access to the necessary subgroups, thus derailing the research process.

On the other hand, the young Catholic ladies may have a feeling that an outsider is not worth their story and, consequently, would attempt to conceal so much deliberately. As confirmed in the study, “The author was somewhat surprised at the low response of the subjects to the statement about Roman Catholic religion being the one for them, since the vast majority of the girls had been in parochial schools for many years." Thereby confirming the less enthusiastic nature of the respondents because the author is not one among them. 

On the contrary, Waterhouse and Walter present as insiders because they live among the religious English community, which finds themselves divided on the issue of reincarnation. The two authors can derive immense benefits from being insiders since they fully understand the dialect of their participants. As a consequence, they can conduct research through intensive interviews. Another advantage they intend to derive is that they might already have an established rapport with the participants living among them. Consequently, the two authors were readily accepted by the participants whom they intended to interview. The participants generally offered Waterhouse and Walter more data because they conducted in-depth interview sessions, an aspect that supersedes Brink's questionnaire. However, Waterhouse and Walter also had to be careful to clearly distinguish their role as members of the group and researchers . 

The closeness to the participants and research topic can hinder the objectivity in some instances. The other hindrance may come about because Waterhouse might have designed some interview questions stemming from her own experiences because she is so close to the participants and the discussed issues. Such emotional complications and reactions could hinder the outcome of the study. Some problems might also be left untouched during the study's in-depth interviews because there might be a feeling from the participants that the researcher is aware of such matters as Tabesh and Jolly mentioned 
. Furthermore, the two authors should acknowledge their assumptions and allow the interviewees to inform them about the situation as much as possible. 

The research process benefits from an insider perspective because there is access to valid information and knowledge. The outsider may not have much knowledge that the insider is exposed to. However, there is no doubt that the balance between estrangement and involvement benefits the research process most. Brink tends to demonstrate, albeit some shortcomings, that the familiarity and empathy combined with a sense of alienation from the participants can offer an ideal situation that helps the researcher engage the participants. Madden et al.
 state that the reflection associated with the insider and outsider position of the research process dictates the positionality of each author 7. The reflexivity process is essential for authors such as Waterhouse and Walter, who happen to be very close to the participants. The researchers can conceal their biases and beliefs and listen to their participants stated by Davoodi and Clegg, 2022 Methodological and epistemic reflexivity can be beneficial in allowing for a generalised establishment of methodological choices. Through positioning and reflection, the researchers are also immune to engaging their participants in a manner that can be considered condescending. For both sets of research studies examined, the positionality has defined the results obtained and the conclusions. 

The literature reviewed by the researchers: how effectively have the researchers related their data ?

The literature review is quite an essential in academic research. The current work must be the foundation for building a concrete intellectual framework (Sarstedt et al., 2020) 
. To a more considerable extent, both researchers in question, Brink, Waterhouse and Walter, have pushed the knowledge frontier. Brink’s ‘research does quite well to formulate a hypothesis that seemingly addresses the research question. By giving a brief introduction to the hypothesis concerning the topic of choice, Brink lays out the agenda for the research and sets the stage for further analysis.

 Furthermore, the author places the topic on the framework of his intended analysis. Besides critically synthesising the main subject of study, Brink does conduct questionnaires which he uses to determine the validity of his concerns. Despite the unsystematic flow of his work, Brink has managed to offer a comprehensive perspective on how the research process can integrate literature into the academic framework . An adequately constituted literature review is beneficial to the current researchers and of immense value to the future generation of researchers who will try to inquire about the happenings of the past concerning the events as they unfold in their time. 

On the other hand, Walter, T. & Waterhouse’s ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’ published in 1999 offers a research question that is the basis for all theoretical aspects of the study. The study identifies the basis for its foundational elements as the key to establishing the relationship between English people holding reincarnation beliefs and their positions in Christian society even after expressing these beliefs. Most participants are reported to be quite dogmatic about their views, and as a reason, they tend to have numerous and divergent opinions . Despite the various themes, the authors fail to point to a central hypothesis that is out to be proven by the subsequent research process, unlike what is done in Brink’s research. In this consideration, Brink has a firm grasp and outline of the theoretical objectives. The fact that Tony and Waterhouse use qualitative aspects of research is not enough to offer enough literature review perspective. The literature review should grasp the study topic and acknowledge the work done by previous authors. 

Conclusion

In conclusion, the research conducted by Brink and that undertaken by Waterhouse and Walter bear contrasting features but aim at drawing meaning out of popular beliefs concerning the Christian religion. Brink's methodology is unsystematic but strives to give the reader a direct understanding of the phenomena he is proving. In the end, he states that his hypotheses have not been verified and explains the alternative. On the contrary, Walter and Waterhouse have been able to string together a list of resolutions on their phenomena on the views on reincarnation. They epitomise the brilliance of qualitative analysis in organizing and carrying out a worthwhile research process. Whereas Walter and Waterhouse are insiders in their research process, Brink finds himself an outsider since he has to offer questionnaires to young catholic girls he has no direct access to but through the school. 
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