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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

This task focuses on safeguarding children, despite my current role working with adults. 
The tragic deaths of Victoria Climbie in 2000 and of Peter Connelley in August 2007 resulted in Lord Laming (2009) writing that several professionals failed to work together in safeguarding both children. Munro (2011)’s report also highlighted the need for better safeguarding practices. The Munroe review (2011) has also resulted in the use of the Public Law Outline by the courts to initially work with the families to resolve the concerns however if immediate protection is required, children’s cases are expedited by the courts ((Ministry of Justice, 2014).

In Wales, safeguarding is everyone in the community’s responsibility according to the main legal frameworks for safeguarding which are part 7 of the Social Services Wellbeing Wales Act (SSWWA) 2014 and The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) 2019.  Working together to safeguard people explain the procedures and are used by all professional when safeguarding a child (Welsh Government, 2019).

Although the WSP (2019) are tailored specifically for Wales, they are underpinned by a range of legislative frameworks that reflect broader human rights and equality principles. These include the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, which promotes the protection of all children under The Human Rights Act 1998, which incorporates the European Convention on Human Rights into United Kingdom law and obliges local authorities in Wales to respect, protect, and promote children’s human rights (Welsh Government, 2024). The Mental Capacity Act 2005 supports children aged 16 and over who may lack the capacity to make decisions, ensuring that actions taken on their behalf are in their best interests and least restrictive of their rights (SCIE, 2022). Additionally, the Welsh Language Standards and the “More than Just Words” framework (2022–2027) reinforce the importance of delivering health and social care services in Welsh (Welsh Government, 2022). 

The Children Act 1989 proposed the concept of significant harm of a child. It defines significant harm as physical, sexual, emotional abuse, and neglect. Each of these categories can adversely affect a child's physical, psychological, and social development. Parts of the CA 1989 are embedded in SSWWA 2014. For example, the CA 1989 states that the “child is paramount” is central to both laws. While the CA 1989 states this directly, the SSWWA 2014 highlights it through its focus on promoting the child’s well-being in all decisions.

Under Section 21 of the SSWWA 2014, local authorities must seek parental consent before assessing a child, unless doing so would place the child at risk. If the assessment suggests significant harm, Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 requires the authority to investigate. This includes cases involving police protection or Emergency Protection Orders. A strategy meeting is held to decide next steps, and Section 47 enquiries must be completed within 10 working days. If concerns persist, a Child Protection Conference must be held within 15 working days of the strategy discussion.

Under Section 76 of Part 6 of the SSWWA 2014, the local authority must provide accommodation for a child, ideally with family agreement. Alternatively, an Exclusion Order may be used to remove the alleged abuser from the home.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding adults and children in Wales is underpinned by both international and national legislation as well as national procedures. A key similarity is that Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWWA) 2014 highlights that the local authority, community and professionals have duty to protect children and adults in our community. The Welsh government (2019) has written safeguarding procedures to inform the professionals of the importance of a multi-disciplinary approach and informs them on how to do it whilst promoting a person-centred approach.

However, there are notable differences in how safeguarding is applied to children versus adults. Children are automatically considered vulnerable under the Children Act (CA) 1989, which categorises types of abuse such as physical, emotional, neglect, and exploitation.  SSWWA) 2014 and the CA 1989 stresses the importance of early intervention and mandates that all decisions be made in the child’s best interests.

Whereas the legislation promotes autonomy on the adult (Welsh government, 2019). In addition, the safeguarding procedures inform us that capacity and consent in adult safeguarding is a crucial element.  The Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) (2025) states that adults are presumed to have capacity, and their consent is required before any recommendations are considered. The Mental capacity Act 2010 informs professionals that an unwise decision is often not a lack of capacity. For example, an adult who chooses to purchase alcohol and not food could be deemed as making an unwise decision and not necessarily lacking capacity. Sometimes, capacity fluctuates, and this could be considered in safeguarding investigations. (SCIE, 2025).

Multi-agency collaboration is essential in both contexts, but the threshold for intervention and the nature of consent differs significantly. The safeguarding procedure informs professionals on the information required which include the wishes and the feelings of the adult at risk, the type of abuse, frequency of the abuse, the relationship of the abuser to the vulnerable adult and the impact the abuse has had on their lives. If the enquiry has evidenced the abuse, part 7, Section 54 of the SSWWA 2014 writes that a care and support plan should be offered to the vulnerable individual. They in turn have the option to agree or disagree to the support plan. In cases where they reject the support plan, this should be documented in cases this incident is raised by a different individual in the community (Welsh Government 2019) 


Understanding these similarities and differences is crucial for professionals to apply appropriate safeguarding measures while respecting the legal and ethical boundaries unique to each group.
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