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[bookmark: _GoBack]For my exhibition I have decided to have a series of artists and poets that have expressed movements in drug use and how they express the feeling of being on different drugs through various art forms. Today the effects/damage of both prescribed and illegal drugs are still unknown with further tests being taken. Each of the artists has gained either a long or short-term damage to their health due to the excessive use of various different drugs. These are the following artist that will be shown during the exhibit, Bryan Lewis Saunders (Painter), Brian Pollett (Digital Art), Van Gogh (Painter) and Samuel Taylor (Poet). Following each of the artist’s work there will be selected areas in which people can pretend to experience the effects of drugs by using their senses, having this will make a fun and more memorable experience. Over the last couple of years the death rate has risen involving both prescribed and illegal drugs, today hearing that someone has overdosed has become a more common occurrence. Only expressing the wrongs in illegal drugs isn’t educating people on the potential risk of misusing prescribed drugs as for these types of drugs there are supposed “guide lines” and instructions on how to use them. 


We already know that there are a large variety of health problems with illegal drugs. This means that it has been briefly educated in schools with drug awareness weeks where they show the basic health problems and if you were to get into drugs or know of someone who was using then you knew the possible avenue to take to get support. Only showing that side of the spectrum isn’t enough as today the drug death rate has risen with prescribed drugs being a contender in the race. Misused prescribed drugs have become a public health problem as this leads to outcomes such as addiction, suicide and accidental death, more cases have increased for the age range between 16-25. Drugs are more commonly used to get high and have a fix for a short amount of time, but in recent years teens have taken the use to drugs to supposedly help with schoolwork and to relax them in stressful environments. Some teens have dealt with the drugs correctly and not received any long-term effects, whereas others have become reliant on the drugs and have become addicted.


[image: elated image]I’ve chosen a poem called Kubla Khan where the poet Samuel Taylor used the drug opium to help him remember his dreams and to emphasize his imagination. The drug opium is used to relieve pain and influences you to sleep. The poem details a series of images from them dreams with quick change of scenery that began beautiful and mythical that ended in a horrifying image of Kubla Khan. I feel like the quick and sudden change in the story shows how you can go from a high that’s calm to a rush of disorientated feelings and end up in a horrifying state such as Khan himself. As this will be a small piece I will have it situated at the front of the gallery as an introduction to the theme.  I’ve gone for a decretive layout of the poem that will be placed on an easel with a spot light just above to highlight the piece.


[image: elated image]My first artist, Bryan Lewis Saunders is known for experimenting with different drugs. Each day he would produce different forms of self-portraits whilst under the influence of each drug. Being one of the only in this exhibition that has got a mild case of brain damage that is irreplaceable. In his work you can see his technique starts to decrease in his work and this was due to his brain damage. Having something physical to present in this would be a good way to enforce what extreme side effects there are when using prescribed and illegal drugs.  The first sensory activity that’s within the Exhibition will be a cornered area with a variety of fluffy and soft items such as cushions and wallpapers as your touch is heightened when you’re under the influence.

[image: elated image]I’ve chosen Brian Pollott due to his pieces being digital. It’s an unusual twist and is quite appealing as it’s a modern technique. He also had a different method on how he took the drugs because the other artists would take the drugs and then either paint or draw on canvas whilst under the influence, where as Pollett takes the drug, lets the drug leave his system and then does his work. All his work has a template of a woman’s head in the center with then the drug influence either on or surrounding the woman’s head. This part of the sensory activity I will be focusing on sound because of the style that Pollett’s work is in. So using the   opposing cornered off area it will have a set of headphones that will be in the dark so you will be able to experience a sort of drug like state with sound. 


[image: mage result for van gogh sunflowers]Van Gogh is most famous for cutting his ear off but this isn’t why I have chosen him for the exhibition. He had a theory that if he were to eat yellow paint that his insides would turn a bright yellow and this would make him a happier person. During this time paint was quite toxic due to a range of chemicals used to create the colours. This theory was around the time he created his sunflower piece, as this was a yellow dominating colour and oozed a bright and happy atmosphere.  Having this piece of work placed in the curved cove of the Mission Gallery to represent isolation, as Van Gogh tended to work alone and to just be alone in general. The artwork will be suspended from the ceiling to give the illusion that it’s floating with a dull yellow toned light filling the section. On the surrounding walls there will be some small tubs filled with icing to represent the yellow paint that Gogh would eat placed on the walls that visitors will be allowed to eat as part of the sensory activity.


To add all the sensory aspects to the gallery there will be marker pens hung upon the beams that divide the two areas with dim fairy lights fitted inside the markers so you will be able to only just notice them when walking through the gallery. This adds to the theme of the drug use as people have been known for sniffing marker pens and glue sticks, as the toxins that are within can be psychedelic.

For the first section the lighting will be dull with three spotlights on each of the artist’s work.  Having dull lighting will hopefully be able to indicate the designated mood within the gallery, that mood being a ‘serious’ atmosphere as the topic is a growing matter due to the rising health risks and death rates that have grown in the last couple years.  For the second section I will have, again, a dull light with a yellow tint to emphasize the theory behind Gogh’s painting.  The section that has the cushions and the fluffy wallpaper will have small fairy lights to allow a relaxed and cool atmosphere.
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