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In this assignment I will be creating a journal based upon my experiences in the Doing History lectures as well as from lectures in the field such as a visit to the Roderic Bowen Library, a graveyard survey as well as visits to the National Library of Wales and the Ceredigion archives in Aberystwyth. I will state the aims that were outlined to us in the lectures as well as what I have learned during them. I will also state how the lectures as well as what I have learnt from the external visits has enhanced my understanding of what ‘Doing History’ is.
The first lecture was used to outline to us the aims of the module as well as being used to give us details of the assessments. There were many different aims to the module. A few of the aims included locating and analysing sources, which we did in the first assignment that was a primary source evaluation. Other module aims included providing an introductory experience of some primary research materials and resources, and to acquire skills in the interpretation and use of various research materials and data. As well as this there were also aims which were directly to do with the use of archives such as understanding the work of archivists, understanding the significance of archive material and taking a proactive approach to seeking out material. The trips to Aberystwyth where we participated in visiting the national library of Wales and the Ceredigion Archives were valuable to completing this aim. Other aims that were outlined to us during the first lecture were to acquire skills in the interpretation and use of various research materials and data, to encourage students to consider the nature and practice of their discipline, and to think about how the location and acquisition of primary materials could be of use to historians. The first few lectures of this module also were used to explain to us what we needed to be doing on the assignments, which included the primary source evaluation and the field journal.
Later lectures outlined more aims that we had to consider such as to explore methods and approach within the discipline of history and medieval history. It was explained to us that this meant a variety of things, namely how we do history, how we write history, how we record history and how we collect, retrieve, store or interpret historical fact. The question, can we be neutral? was also asked and required us to draw upon the fact that we could biased or even let emotion or speculation influence us. It was taught in this particular lecture on the 12th February that exploring method and approach also means having awareness that things could change as well as being aware of historiography around new facts and information, new contexts and new interpretations. This highlighted to us that we needed to be aware that the facts about history and historiography that we have now, are not necessarily set in stone and could be up for new interpretations and change if new information comes to light. I thought that this was valuable information to know, as keeping it in the back of my mind would allow me to take a new approach to my studies, by knowing that even though something may be generally believed now, in the future this might not necessarily be the case if we were to get new information about it. I think this also applies to studying works that were written a long time ago as we may have got new information in that time, so it is always good to keep an open mind to change.
During one lecture we visited the Roderic Bowen archives on the university campus and looked at various primary sources from different time periods. For example, we looked at university exam records from over 100 years ago. This was very interesting as it felt as if we were having a first-hand look into the universities past. We were also able to see the names of the students that were enrolled in the college. As well as this we looked at a university information leaflet from the 1970’s which was also interesting as it allowed us to see how the information contained in the leaflets has changed over time. It also allowed us to see how the courses have changed as well as the different ones that the university has previously offered. The leaflet also had pictures of the university, so as well as seeing how the courses of changed and progressed, we could also see how the university campus has changed. It also allowed us to see who was teaching at the university at the time which was interesting. I personally enjoyed seeing the handwriting in the old exam records book, as I realised that over a hundred years ago someone was writing in the same book that I was now reading which was an interesting concept to me. This visit to the Roderick Bowen archives further increased my understanding of primary sources outlined to me in the lectures, increasing my knowledge of what ‘Doing History’ is, and it was certainly valuable to see them first-hand. I enjoyed visiting the Roderick Bowen Archives as I enjoy being able to handle these old books and booklets which provide me with a look into the past and in the future could possibly aid in my research for an assignment, project or dissertation.
Towards the end of the module we participated in a graveyard survey which acted as a tour. We learnt about the history of St Peters church in Lampeter as well as various interesting facts about the actual gravestones and the people of Lampeter.  At the beginning of the tour we learnt about the history of the church and that the particular church building that is there now has been there since around 1867. I thought that it was fascinating learning about the previous church buildings that have been built in this area and before they built the current church the previous one had not been there very long. I was also fascinated about the fact that there had been a church in the general vicinity on the hill since the medieval period. As well as this, under where we were standing was the entrance to a crypt. The fact that the there is a crypt underground and that we know about it, but we cannot visit is very fascinating as it provokes thoughts such as wondering what it looks like, as well as the fact that there is basically a room underground that nobody has set foot in for a very long time.
We also learnt about the different types of gravestones and that people would buy the ones that were made from the most expensive material to make a statement so to speak. As well as this people would want to be buried closest to the alter because that was the closet place of honour and to God. We learnt that the materials granite and marble were popular choices albeit expensive in the 19th century. Granite was expensive as it took a skilled craftsman to carve inscriptions into the rock whereas marble was easy to carve into and create fancy inscriptions, however it was expensive because they had to import it from further away. We also learnt that the man whose grave is surrounded by a fence was rich, but he was disliked by most of the Lampeter community at the time who possibly left his grave in disrepair. In fact, nowadays the gardener of the church grounds apparently throws the grass cuttings from his mower into the grave, and of course there is the usual rubbish thrown in there from the townspeople. We were also given information about the graves from the old workhouse and that they were tried to be hidden away. I enjoyed the graveyard survey because it provided us with information that we possibly couldn’t find anywhere at else and a lot of the what we learned was unique to Lampeter and St Peters church. The information learned could be valuable in a project about the Lampeter area especially with what we learnt about the workhouse graves.
A couple of weeks after the graveyard survey we went to Aberystwyth to participate in a visit to the National Library of Wales and the Ceredigion Archives.  The national library of Wales, I thought, was interesting as we learnt both in lectures beforehand and by the person who gave us a tour that it is a copyright library which means that it has the right to have at least one copy of every single book published in the United Kingdom. It also housed other materials such as maps, paintings and newspapers as well as news articles from TV. I enjoyed the tour around the Library especially seeing the behind the scenes area and learning about the different ways that they store various things. It was also enjoyable to learn how they take measures to protect these various important documents such as using vaults, using sprinklers if there was a fire and using fire doors to contain fires and making sure they do not spread to other areas of the library. It is interesting to note that they keep a lot of their documents secured and stored away and a lot of them do not go on display. I also fought it was handy that if you were a member of the library you could request a document for a specific day and they would endeavour to provide access to the document on that day that you requested. I think that this would be useful in the future if I needed access to a specific document for a research project or something of that sort as I could request the document and then they would have it ready for me by the time I got there on the day that I requested it. This, I believe, would aid me greatly in the future. We also learnt a lot about the actual building and found out that they are running out of space to store new documents and cannot expand outwards due to various restrictions such as the carpark and as such they have been expanding inwards into the courtyard. However, they will soon run out of space in the courtyards to build so they are not sure what they are going to do. They could dig underground but that would cost too much money. One solution seems to be to find other buildings that could act as outposts so to speak. The problem with this would be if someone requested a document on the day that was in the outpost it probably would not be able to deliver it as it would take a long time to arrive. This visit increased my knowledge of ‘Doing History’ and provided me with a lot of information about primary sources.
On this day we also visited the Ceredigion archives which proved to be both valuable and interesting as we saw lots of different artefacts such as old coins, old maps of the local area which included a map of rivers in the area. We even also got to look at a medal which belonged to someone who participated in the battle of Waterloo.  The Ceredigion archives would be useful for future visits if you wanted to trace your family history if you were from that area but also if you were doing a project on the local history of the area as they could provide you with valuable documents and artefacts. This visit also provided me with a lot of information about what primary sources I could use for my assignments in the future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, I enjoyed this module as the teaching was good and I learned a lot about doing history through both lectures and trips in the field. I learnt about the various types of sources that I could use in my assignments and how to use them efficiently to get the most out of them. I enjoyed the trips and I believe that I got a lot out of them as they provided us with valuable information it would be hard to come by anywhere else.
