HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Monday 18th May 

Definitions

What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
The spread of or assimilation into Greek culture to other parts of the world. 
What was the Seleucid Empire?
The Empire ruled by the descendants of Seleucus, a companion of Alexander.
Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
A family of Jews who led the Maccabean revolt against Antiochus III
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
He was the religious leader of Israel, kind of like an ancient Jewish Pope
What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
Israel before the Jews were taken to Babylon in the early 6th Century BC after the Babylonian Empire conquered Judea.

Questions based on Reading 
1. What did you think were the main arguments in the reading?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cohen talks a lot about the diaspora of the Jews and that even though they were separated by hundreds and thousands of miles, they all still felt connected. He also points out that there was a lot of infighting and factions within Judaism within the period, some Jews were pro-Maccabee, some were anti-Maccabee, some Jews even supported Antiochus. This is an interesting contradiction with his ideas about the connection between the Jews who were spread around the world.
2. Based on Shaye Cohen’s Chapter 1 Reading and any additional research that you have undertaken, what could be described as the main historical, religious, and/or political events leading up the Maccabean Revolt of 167- 160 BCE? 
The actions of Antiochus III by defaming the temple and trying to force the Jews to convert to Hellenistic Paganism.
3. As Cohen stated on p.15, “In 164 B.C.E. the Maccabees reconquered and purified the temple; the end of the Seleucid rule followed 20 years later,” what is the overall significance of these points from an ancient Jewish perspective? 
I suppose they could have seen the end of the Seleucid empire as a punishment from God for their defamation of the Temple and the oppression of the Jewish people.



4. How significant is it that the Maccabean family who began as “insignificant country priests” later became High priests and kings (for this you may need to research more into the role of the High Priests in Judaism during the 2nd century BCE)?
The position of High Priest was passed from father to son or brother to brother in the paternal line descending from Aaron, who was appointed by God in the book of Exodus. As such, it was a big deal for the position to go to an ‘outsider’.
5. How different was life during the Second Temple Judaism compared to life in pre-exilic Israel? 
Second Temple Judaism was influenced by the Babylonian, Persian, Hellenistic and then Roman domination over the land. I suppose their religion would become more important to them because they and their ancestors now had the experience of what it meant to have their right to practice their religion in their homeland taken away from them.
6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts? 
The two books are written in different languages so will have different biases but both would obviously be written with an anti-Seleucid bias while Maccabees 1 is particularly pro-Roman.
