Tutorial three session one

Exercise one

Two groups of four students each will debate the merits of an Eastern European country joining the European Union.  One group will form an argument for joining and the other an argument against joining.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, the class will vote on which team has offered the more compelling argument.

Exercise two

Read the following case

Global Food Trade: Fair Trade or Safe Consumption? 

Today Europeans thousands of miles away from India can put Indian-grown mangoes on their breakfast cereal. U.S. citizens braving a freezing Minnesota winter can indulge their cravings for summer-fresh raspberries with fruit brought in from Mexico. Japanese shoppers can buy apples that were grown in New Zealand and South Africa. Advances in logistics and communication technologies and increasing regional trade pacts are giving consumers around the world greater choices of food products. Unfortunately, these forces have also made it more likely that consumers will contract illnesses from food-borne pathogens. In recent years, several outbreaks linked to the burgeoning global trade in produce have made headlines. One serious case occurred when 2.300 people were victims of a parasite called cyclospora that had hitched a ride on raspberries grown in Guatemala. Outbreaks of hepatitis A and Salmonella from tainted strawberries and alfalfa sprouts, respectively, have also sickened consumers. The outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) killed hundreds and sickened hundreds more, mainly in China. Singapore, and Canada. Some scientists believe a fair amount of those casts might actually have been cases of H5N I , also called avian (bird) flu. Avian flu is particularly virulent and can cross barriers between species. It is most likely transmitted through the handling of poultry and poor sanitation. Although health officials say that there is no evidence that imports are inherently more dangerous, they do cite several rea-sons for concern. For one thing, produce is often imported from less-advanced countries where food hygiene and sanitation are lacking. Also, some microbes that cause no damage in their home country can be deadly when introduced in other countries. Finally, the longer the journey from farm to table, the greater the chance of contamination. Just consider the journey taken by the salmonella-ridden alfalfa sprouts: the seeds for the sprouts were bought from Uganda and Pakistan, among other nations, shipped through the Netherlands, flown into New York, trucked to retailers across the United States, and then purchased by consumers. Incidences of food contamination show no signs of abating. Since the creation of the EU in 1993, cross-border trade between the growing number of member states has skyrocketed. So too have the incidences of food scares. In 2006, for example, more than 650 farms in Belgium and the Netherlands were forced to quarantine their pigs and poultry after a dioxin contamination crisis. It was revealed that some of the contaminated meat had actually made its way into shops and South Korea, the most important non-EU destination for pork from both countries, banned all imports.

As the influence of individual European country food monitoring administrations has diminished, food-buying groups have set up their own regulatory powers. The Euro Retailer Produce Working Group, or EUREP, which began in Europe, now includes giant food companies worldwide. 'limner, critics say that the food groups are more interested in commercial concerns and can easily drown out the efforts of any administrative agencies such as the EU's European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). Although it isn't feasible for the EU to plant EFSA inspectors in every country that imports and exports food, options are available. The EU could place further bans on imports from countries that fail to meet accepted food-safety standards. Better inspections could be performed of farming methods and government safety systems in other countries. The World Health Organization (WHO) also proposes new policies for food safety, such as introducing food irradiation and other technologies. 

Answer the following questions based on the case you have just read

1. How do you think countries with a high volume of exports to the EU would respond to the introduction of any stricter food-safety rules? Do you think such measures are a good way to stem the tide of food-related illnesses? Why or why not?


2. Sue Doneth of Marshall, Michigan, is a mother of a schoolchild who was exposed to the hepatitis A virus after eating tainted frozen strawberry desserts. Speaking before Congress, she said, “We are forcing consumers to trade the health and safety of their families for free trade. That is not fair trade. NAFTA is not a trade issue: it is a safety issue.” Do you think food-safety regulations should be built into an extension of NAFTA or the EFSA? Why or why not? What are the benefits and drawbacks of putting food-safety regulations into international trade pacts?


3. The lack of harmonized food-safety practices and standards is just one of the challenges faced by the food industry as it becomes more global. What other challenges face the food industry in an era of economic integration and opening markets?
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