Professional Skills – Assignment 1 Part 1

Introduction
For as long as I can remember I have been interested in many aspects relating to the built environment and construction, with my main interests being architecture and quantity surveying Throughout my life I have been able to spend my time with hobbies relating to the construction industry, and now I have journeyed further with the built environment being my area of study and profession. This report will delve into the many reasons why I decided to go down the construction route.
Childhood
As a child, I developed a fascination to architecture. This was primarily due to my enjoyment with constructing intricate LEGO models and designing elaborate structures with wooden blocks. Some examples of these LEGO creations included models of Big Ben, The White House and the Burj Khalifa. These early experiences instilled in me a sense of curiosity about how things are put together and the importance of meticulous planning to achieve a desired outcome. Making creations from scratch and problem solving along the way was so satisfying. Moreover, I had a keen interest in puzzles and strategic games. Solving puzzles taught me the value of logical thinking, problem-solving, and attention to detail which are essential skills in construction. Also from a young age, I greatly enjoyed drawing where I began to draw basic illustrations of houses and other structures. This led to me focusing my education on design.
Education
Throughout my education, I have dedicated a lot of my time to the built environment, choosing projects related to the field. During GCSEs, I studied Art and chose to focus my folio of work on structural designs including modern houses, skyscrapers, bridges etc. GCSE Art greatly expanded my skills in design and allowed me to improve my understanding of structural elements and it’s aesthetics. I also studied Graphics Design & Technology at Secondary School which allowed me to gain knowledge of the built environment in the digital world, using computer software such as Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) and SketchUp. With SketchUp, I was able to digitally construct a variety of structures and the software was something I found a lot of enjoyment in. Furthermore, I chose ICT at GCSE which taught me the foundations of what is required particularly in area of a quantity surveyor, with basic formulas in Microsoft Excel.. 
I studied Mathematics, Graphics, ICT and Express Business at A-Level. The study of mathematics has honed my analytical thinking abilities, enabling me to approach complex problems with a logical and structured mindset. Mathematics is an essential in all areas of construction but is massively benefits quantity surveyors in their role with the finances of construction projects. My studies in Graphics allowed me to learn the importance of thoroughly reviewing and proofreading designs, ensuring accuracy and precision. This attention to detail directly translates to Quantity Surveying. Also, Graphics expanded my skills with design software such as Adobe Photoshop and CAD/CAM which I used at GCSE. ICT has allowed me to develop my technical skills with software such as databases and excel spreadsheets, which are used every day in the modern world of Quantity Surveying and Express Business has helped me understand how businesses function in all departments of the workplace including financial management and marketing. As part of my business studies, I was regularly asked to pitch ideas to my teammates. This has helped to improve my confidence and communication skills which I will benefit from going forward. 
When I finished college, I decided to expand my journey in the construction industry by studying architecture at university in Bristol. Architecture has always been a profession of interest to me and I feel it was a great accomplishment being able to experience it at a higher level. I successfully completed the first year of architecture studying intricate design techniques, how structures are made and the history of architecture. However, during my time studying architecture, I found that my interests were changing and a desire to further my mathematical skills in a profession within the construction industry, which led me to discover an apprenticeship in quantity surveying. The company I continue to work at specialises on the rail industry which I find very interesting. 
Quantity Surveying and the Rail Industry
I find the role of a quantity surveyor, especially in the rail industry, to be very rewarding because of the importance it carries to the success of any construction project. Construction project in the rail industry demand precise budgeting and excellent management of costs. A quantity surveyor’s role can be extremely challenging as they require high quality skills to manage the limited resources allocated to them, which is a big contributor to the rewarding feeling when successful in the role. I think the rail industry is exciting and refreshing because of the constant variety of projects, from building new rail lines to renovating old stations. Working on projects with scope directed at signalling works, station renovations, rail building, and other related areas offers a diverse and exciting work environment.
I believe quantity surveying and the rail industry provides me with many learning opportunities related to this course as the role requires great knowledge of materials used on the railway and how structures are built. Also, since a major role of the quantity surveyor is to procure subcontractors for a construction project, having great knowledge on contract law is a necessity which is why I think being on this course is a massive benefit to me since one of the included modules on the course focuses on every aspect of this. Furthermore, I believe learning the health and safety side of the course is an essential for the quantity surveyor role, especially on the railway since there is always a constant danger of trains and the planning of night-time track possessions. 
Conclusion
Overall, construction has been a constant part of my life and my interest to the industry has only grown. Throughout my life I have enjoyed experiencing and learning all aspects of construction, and I hope to progress further. Studying both architecture and quantity surveying has really opened my mind to the world of construction and developed a better understanding for how construction projects are completed.

