Skills for Medievalists
Legacies of Slave-Ownership
October 22, 2020
Carter R. Henley

1. How many individuals with Welsh residences were compensated after the abolition of slavery?

I found 57 claimants in Wales (northern, central, southern) in the database. 

Rev. Edward Picton (1761-1835)
2 What biographical information can you glean the slave-owner? For instance, what was their profession or education?
Picton was a clergyman. He was also the brother of Thomas Picton – once Governor of Trinidad. Consequently, he was also the heir of Thomas’s fortune. Rev. Picton was educated at Oxford University. He was also married to Charlotte Maria Picton.
2. Where did the slave-owner possess properties?
He owned property in Iscoed, Carmarthenshire. His late brother owned property in Trinidad. 
3. Which (and how many) properties did the slave-owner receive compensation for?

One property in Trinidad (Aranjuez) – Owned by Rev. Picton’s late brother.

4. How many slaves in total was the slave-owner compensated for?
His wife filed a claim for compensation for 98 slaves on 10 April, 1837. 
5. How much (in £s) compensation did the slave-owner receive in total?
The claim was in the amount of £4268 for 98 slaves in Trinidad.
6. Did the slave-owner have personal or familiar connections with other slave-owners, and if so who?
Yes, Edward Picton was involved with his brother’s slave business by nature of inheritance when his brother died in 1815. I would assume that Rev. Picton may have direct affiliation with other slave-owners based on the physical distance to other slave-owners in his area. As a member of the clergy, it is possible that he made connections with owners based on the nature of his profession. 
7. What (if any) legacies of the slave-owner remain apparent in present-day society? Are they connected to any significant institutions, for instance? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]His brother’s legacy as a cruel slave owner remains today, however, he is also remembered as a war hero for his actions in the Napoleonic Wars. The Reverend, his younger brother, did not have the same reputation being that he was not directly involved in the slave trade and lived in Wales – he simply inherited Picton’s fortune from Thomas Picton’s sugar and slave businesses. It is quite interesting how one brother became a high-ranking military figure, governor of Trinidad, and a slave-owner, while the other was educated in Oxford and lived what appears to be a quiet life as a clergyman in Wales. 

